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Foreword

The Latin America and Caribbean region is made up of many diverse countries, from small
islands states to large countries whose economies are becoming more and more important
to the global economy. With high mountains, arid deserts and temperate and tropical areas,
the rich variety of agricultural ecosystems found within the region is immense.

As a whole, the region is endowed with a wealth of natural resources and has by and large
experienced a period of tremendous economic growth over the last decade. Nevertheless, 47
million people remain undernourished in the region. Most of these people live in rural areas
and rely on agriculture for their livelihoods. Bringing an end to hunger in the region and
ensuring that everyone has access to a secure supply of safe, nutritious food in the future
will require policies that can balance economic growth with environmental sustainability
and social equality. To strike this difficult balance, policymakers and the public that they
work for will need to have on hand reliable data on a range of issues related to food and
nutrition security, poverty, agricultural production and natural resource management. This
information needs to be constantly updated in order to respond to changing conditions in
the region and in the world.

As a contribution to this effort, FAO has prepared this Regional Yearbook for Latin America
and the Caribbean. The Yearbook presents a visual synthesis of the major trends and factors
shaping the regional food and agricultural landscape and their interplay with broader envi-
ronmental, social and economic dimensions. It serves as a reference document on regional
food and agriculture for policymakers, donor agencies, researchers and analysts, and the
general public.

FAQO’s preparation of regional and global Yearbooks is part of a much broader effort by the
organization and its national and international partners to improve the quality of statisti-
cal data related to food security, agriculture and the sustainable management of natural
resources. A key element of these efforts is the Global Strategy to Improve Agricultural and
Rural Statistics, which has been undertaken to address the lack of capacity in many coun-
tries to produce and report agricultural data. The Global Strategy, on which regional activity
programmes are based, is built on three major pillars: producing a minimum set of core data
and determining national priorities, integrating agricultural statistics into national statisti-
cal systems, and fostering the sustainability of agricultural statistics through governance
and statistical capacity development.

The organization is committed to working with partners and member states in Latin America
and the Caribbean to improve agricultural and rural statistics and see that this information
is put to use to safeguard food security and ensure more sustainable food production.

Raul Osvaldo Benitez Pietro Gennari
Assistant Director-General FAO Chief Statistician,
and Regional Representative and Director,

for Latin America and the Caribbean Statistics Division
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