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The UNCTAD Handbook of Statistics provides essential data for
analysing world trade, investment, international financial flows
and development. Reliable statistical information is often the first
step when preparing recommendations or taking decisions that
will commit countries for many years as they strive to integrate
into the world economy and improve the living standards of their
citizens. Whether it be for research, consultation or technical
cooperation, UNCTAD requires comparable, often detailed
economic, demographic and social data, available if possible
over several decades and for as many countries as possible.

In addition to collecting and checking data and calculating
related indicators that facilitate the work of the secretariat's
economists, the UNCTAD Handbook of Statistics provides an
opportunity to share a rich statistical database with decision-
makers and research specialists — academics, officials from
national Governments or international organizations, executive
managers or members of NGOs from developing, transition or
developed countries. The Handbook further offers journalists
comprehensive information in a presentation that meets their
needs.

In order to provide maximum benefit to all users, the publication
is available in three complementary formats: printed copy, DVD
and online (www.unctad.org/statistics/handbook).

Particular acknowledgement is due to the Statistics Division of
the Department of Economic and Social Affairs of the United
Nations, as well as to other international organizations, for their
help in preparing this publication.

Le but du Manuel de statistiques de la CNUCED est de fournir
les données statistiques essentielles a I'analyse du commerce
mondial, de I'investissement, des flux financiers internationaux
et du développement. Une information statistique fiable est
souvent le préalable a la formulation de recommandations et a
la prise de décisions qui engageront les pays pour de longues
années dans leur processus d’intégration dans I'économie
mondiale et 'amélioration des conditions de leurs peuples.
Que ce soit pour la recherche, la concertation ou la
coopération technique, la CNUCED a besoin de données
économiques, démographiques et sociales comparables et
souvent détaillées, disponibles si possible sur plusieurs
décennies et sur un maximum de pays.

Au-dela de la mobilisation et de la vérification des données, du
calcul d’indicateurs dérivés qui alimentent les travaux des
économistes du secrétariat, le Manuel de statistiques de la
CNUCED est I'occasion de partager une base statistique riche
les décideurs et les chercheurs, qu’ils soient universitaires,
fonctionnaires d’administrations nationales ou d’organisations
internationales, cadres d’entreprises ou membres
d’organisations non gouvernementales de pays en
développement, en transition ou développés. Les journalistes
trouvent aussi dans ce manuel une information synthétique
dans une présentation bien adaptée a leurs préoccupations.

La publication est disponible dans trois formats
complémentaires, I'édition imprimée, le DVD et la version en
ligne (www.unctad.org/statistics/handbook), pour que chaque
utilisateur, ou qu'il soit, puisse en tirer le meilleur avantage.

Le secrétariat de la CNUCED tient a remercier la Division de
statistique, Département des affaires économiques et sociales
de I'ONU, et diverses organisations internationales du
concours qu'elles ont apporté a la préparation de cette
publication.
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These notes summarize the content of each part of the
Handbook according to the revised Table of Contents of the
present issue of the Handbook of Statistics.

The tables included in this book represent analytical
summaries of the full time series contained in the UNCTAD
Handbook of Statistics 2008 on DVD and on the statistics portal
of the UNCTAD website at www.unctad.org. In certain
instances, the two electronic versions might contain different
figures from the printed volume, as they are published
somewhat later and may reflect more recent data.

PART ONE
International merchandise trade

Tables 1.1 show the value of total exports and imports,
expressed in millions of dollars and percentages of the world
total, of individual countries and geographical regions (1.1.1),
economic groupings (1.1.2), and trade groups (1.1.3). The trade
flows shown in table 1.1.1 refer to the General Trade System
except for the countries which employ the Special Trade System
and which are marked with an asterisk. The General Trade
System is used when the statistical territory of a compiling
country coincides with its economic territory. Consequently,
imports include all goods entering the economic territory of a
compiling country and exports include all goods leaving the
economic territory of the compiling country. The Special Trade
System is used when the statistical territory comprises only a
particular part of the economic territory within which "goods may
be disposed of without customs restriction”. In such a case,
imports include all goods entering the free circulation area of the
compiling country, which means cleared through customs for
home use, and exports include all goods leaving the free
circulation area of a compiling country.

Average annual growth rates of international trade derived
from table 1.1 are presented in tables 1.2.

Tables 1.3 contain trade balances (exports f.0.b. minus
imports c.i.f.) and these balances, as a percentage of imports of
individual countries, geographical regions and economic
groupings.

Table 1.4 shows the relative importance of trade among
group members as compared to the regional or total trade of
that group.

PART TWO
International merchandise trade by region

Table 2.1 shows the export and import structure of individual
countries by main regions of origin and destination. Data are
presented for as many individual countries as possible, while
trade partners are grouped in 14 major clusters.

Table 2.2 presents the structure of exports by destination
and imports by origin by major commodity groups for 12

TR EER, Fe RS HHEA 4RI T :
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PART THREE
International merchandise trade by product

Table 3.1 shows the export and import structure of individual
economies by commodity groups for selected years for nine
commodity groups (total, all food items, agricultural raw
materials, fuels, ores and metals, manufactured goods, including
chemical products, machinery and transport equipment and
other manufactured goods).

Tables 3.2 (A, B and C, respectively) present the structure
of exports for the world and for developed and developing
economies, by product, at the SITC group (Revision 3, 3-digit)
level. Each product share of world exports is calculated for each
economic grouping as well as the average annual growth rate
and the latter's deviation in relation to the world growth rate.

Table 3.2D establishes for each economy the list of main
products exported (SITC group Revision 3, 3-digit level). Each
product's share of total exports of individual countries,
geographical regions and the world is also indicated.

Table 3.2E lists major exporters of 70 leading products
among developing economies at the SITC group (Revision 3, 3-
digit) level as well as corresponding shares in world trade.

Table 3.3 provides concentration indices and structural
change indices for exports and imports by product group at
SITC (Revision 3, 3-digit) level. The first indicator shows how a
product market is concentrated in a few countries or
homogeneously distributed among several countries. The
structural change indicator shows whether the market share for
a given product among export countries has changed
significantly when compared with a reference year.

Totals of international merchandise trade presented in the
tables of this third part may also differ from the data contained in
the first and second parts for the above reasons, to which must
be added margins of exports and imports not distributed by
commodity group or the use of different product nomenclatures
by the exporting and importing countries.

PART FOUR
International merchandise trade indicators

Tables 4.1 include calculation results of concentration and
diversification indices for individual countries, geographical
regions and economic groupings. This concentration index
specifically shows how exports and imports of individual
countries or country groupings are concentrated on several
products or otherwise distributed in a more homogeneous
manner among a series of products. The diversification indicator
signals whether the structure of exports or imports by product of
a given country or country grouping differs from the structure by
product shown for the world.

Tables 4.2 contain volume indices of exports and imports,
rounding out the unit values available in tables 1.1 and 1.2, and
derived terms of trade and purchasing power of exports




