
UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE ON TRADE AND DEVELOPMENT 

 
 
 
 
 
 

   
TTTRRRAAAIIINNNIIINNNGGG   MMMOOODDDUUULLLEEE   OOONNN   TTTHHHEEE   

WWWTTTOOO   AAAGGGRRREEEEEEMMMEEENNNTTT   OOONNN   

SSSAAANNNIIITTTAAARRRYYY   AAANNNDDD   

PPPHHHYYYTTTOOOSSSAAANNNIIITTTAAARRRYYY   MMMEEEAAASSSUUURRREEESSS   

 

 

 

 
UNITED NATIONS 

New York and Geneva, November 2005 



TRAINING MODULE ON THE WTO AGREEMENT  
ON SANITARY AND PHYTOSANITARY MEASURES  

 

ii 

NOTE 
 

• The symbols of United Nations documents are composed of capital letters 
combined with figures. Mention of such a symbol indicates a reference to a 
United Nations document. 

• The views expressed in this volume are those of the authors and do not 
necessarily reflect the views of the United Nations Secretariat. The 
designations employed and the presentation of the material do not imply the 
expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the United Nations 
Secretariat concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area, or 
of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries, 
or regarding its economic system or degree of development. 

• Material in this publication may be freely quoted or reprinted, but 
acknowledgement is requested, together with a reference to the document 
number. A copy of the publication containing the quotation or reprint should 
be sent to the UNCTAD Secretariat at: Palais des Nations, 1211 Geneva 10, 
Switzerland. 
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AIA: Advance informed agreement 

ALOP: Appropriate level of sanitary or phytosanitary protection  

CAC: Joint FAO/WHO Codex Alimentarius Commission 

CCFL: Codex Committee on Food Labelling 

CCGP: Codex Committee on General Principles 

FAO: Food and Agriculture Organization 

GATT: General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade  

GMOs: Genetically modified organisms 

ICPM: Interim Commission on Phytosanitary Measures 

IPPC: International Plant Protection Convention 

ISPMs: International Standards for Phytosanitary Measures  

JECFA: Joint FAO/WHO Expert Committee on Food Additives 

JMPR: Joint FAO/WHO Meetings on Pesticide Residues 

LDC: Least developed countries 

LMOs: Living modified organisms 

MEAs: Multilateral environmental agreements 

NPPOs: National plant protection organizations  

OECD: Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development 

OIE : Office International des Epizooties / International Office of Epizootics  

PPMs: Processes and production methods 

S&D: Special and differential treatment 

SPS: Sanitary and phytosanitary measures  

STDF: Standards and Trade Development Facility 

TBT: Technical barriers to trade 

TNCDB: Trade Negotiations and Commercial Diplomacy Branch 

UNCTAD: United Nations Conference for Trade and Development 

UNDP: United Nations Development Programme 

UNIDO: United Nations Industrial Development Organization 

UR: Uruguay Round of Trade Negotiations  

WHO: World Health Organization 

WTO: World Trade Organization 
 

 
 



TRAINING MODULE ON THE WTO AGREEMENT  
ON SANITARY AND PHYTOSANITARY MEASURES  

 

vi 



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

 vii 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
 
This training module, based on work done by Margherita Musollino, has been prepared by 
the staff of the Trade Negotiations and Commercial Diplomacy Branch (TNCDB) under the 
supervision of Mina Mashayekhi, Head, TNCDB. Final updating was done by Elisabeth 
Tuerk and Christina Hsu. Sophie Munda was responsible for formatting and Diego Oyarzun-
Reyes designed the cover page. 

 

This training module is for information and training purposes only and does not intend to 
state the official position of Member States of the WTO.  

 

It aims to provide training materials and inputs for developing countries’ trainers, lecturers 
and government officials involved in training and research tasks on the multilateral rules 
governing the application of sanitary and phytosanitary (SPS) measures in international trade.  
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