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Preface

UNCTAD's series on Transfer of Technology for the Successful Integration into the
Global Economy consists of case studies on transfer of technology issues in individual
industries in selected developing countries. These studies draw lessons from national
experiences with the transfer and diffusion of technology through various channels.

The studies highlight the crucial role that successful transfer of technology can play in
the integration of countries into the global economy. They focus on the modes of technology
transfer, and the adaptation, diffusion and further development of the acquired technology in
the wider economy.

The studies also look at the interplay between technology transfer and devel opment.
They focus on the contribution of technology transfer to employment creation, export
competitiveness and national innovative capacity. Thus, they provide lessons to other
devel oping countries on building technological capacity and promoting devel opment.

The studies deal with sectors where the selected developing countries have
demonstrated their ability to create new productive capacities and successfully integrate into
the world economy. They provide examples of cases in which a country's factor endowments
were modified through investment in physical capital, human resources and the building up of
capacities required to develop and use new technologies.

The present study is part of the second round of case studies in this series. The first
round included a case study of Embraer in Brazil, a case study of the pharmaceutical industry
in India and a case study of the automotive industry in South Africa. The second round will
also include case studies on the automobile components industry in Tunisia and the salmon
fish industry in Chile.

The identification of firm-level factors as well as government policies and institutions
that enable firms to thrive, grow and compete in the world market is vital to understanding the
catch-up process and the building of technological capacity. These case studies seek to
identify conditions under which industries developed and some of the key ingtitutions that
played arolein this process.
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