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NOTE

UNCTAD serves as the focal point within the United Nations Secretariat for all
matters related to foreign direct investment and transnational corporations. In the past, the
Programme on Transnational Corporations was carried out by the United Nations Centre on
Transnational Corporations (1975-1992) and the Transnational Corporations and Management 
Division of the United Nations Department of Economic and Social Development (1992-
1993). In 1993, the Programme was transferred to the United Nations Conference on Trade
and Development. UNCTAD seeks to further the understanding of the nature of transnational 
corporations and their contribution to development and to create an enabling environment for
international investment and enterprise development. UNCTAD’s work is carried out through 
intergovernmental deliberations, technical assistance activities, seminars, workshops and
conferences.

The term “country” as used in this publication also refers, as appropriate, to territories 
or areas; the signations employed and the presentation of the material do not imply the
expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat of the United Nations
concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its authorities, or
concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries. In addition, the designations of
country groups are intended solely for statistical or analytical convenience and do not
necessarily express a judgement about the stage of development reached by a particular
country or area in the development process.

The material contained in this report may be freely quoted with appropriate
acknowledgement.
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LIST OF WEBSITES

www.unctad.org/dite

Internet addresses of DITE sub-programmes

World Investment Report (WIR)
http://www.unctad.org/wir

Foreign Direct Investment Database
http//www.unctad.org/fdistatistics

International Investment Arrangements
http://www.unctad.org/iia

Investment Policy Reviews
http://www.unctad.org/ipr

Advisory Service on Investment and Training (ASIT)
http://www.unctad.org/asit

Investment Guides for LDCs
http://www.unctad.org/investmentguides

LDC Investment Advisory Council
http://www.unctad.org/iac

Global Investment Prospects Assessment (GIPA)
http://www.unctad.org/fdiprospects

Investment Compass
http://www.unctad.org/compass

Investment Map
http://www.investmentmap.org

World Association of Investment Promotion Agencies (WAIPA)
http://www.waipa.org

Transnational Corporations journal
http://www.unctad.org/tnc

Science and Technology for Development
http://www.unctad.org/stdev

TRIPS and Development
http://www.iprsonline.org/unctadictsd/description.htm

International Standards on Accounting and Reporting
http://www.unctad.org/isar

Enterprise development
http://www.empretec.net

Mediterranean 2000
http://www.mediterranean2000.org

Insurance
http://www.unctad.org/insuranceprogramme

For further information on DITE’s activities please contact: 
Christiane Stepanek-Allen, Chief, Office of the Director, DITE, UNTCAD
Palais des Nations, Room E-10059, Geneva 1211, Switzerland
Tel: 41-22-907 4519, Fax: 41-22-907 0498
e-mail: Christiane.Stepanek@unctad.org
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DITE IN BRIEF

Since UNCTAD X in 2000, UNCTAD’s Division on Investment, Technology and
Enterprise Development (DITE) has:

• Organized and serviced some 350 conferences, symposia, meetings and/or workshops,
including over 150 training activities.

• Produced over 330 publications – books, manuals, reviews, reports, issue papers, booklets 
and Internet publications.

• Maintained 18 web sites for DITE’s sub-programmes.
• Issued over 130 press releases, information notes or e-briefs.
• Carried out 350 advisory, fact finding and other missions.

As a result:

• DITE publications have acquired international recognition as key reference materials,
particularly in the area of foreign direct investment.  The World Investment Report alone
has been downloaded over 3 million times from the Internet.

• UNCTAD’s Investment Policy Reviews have led to concrete policy recommendations in
14 developing countries that have been adopted for implementation. Follow-up activities
have already been undertaken in 8 countries. 

• In the area of international investment agreements, negotiation rounds facilitated by DITE
have resulted in some 160 bilateral investment treaties.

• In the area of corporate accounting and reporting, regulatory authorities have made ample 
use of guidelines on environmental accounting and professional qualifications. 

• Some 70,000 entrepreneurs have been serviced through the EMPRETEC programme. 
• The information gateway (STDev) has developed into a leading portal on issues related to 

science and technology for development. 
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PREFACE

The Division on Investment, Technology and Enterprise Development provides this
summary of its work from 2000 to 2004 to mark the occasion of UNCTAD XI in June 2004 in
São Paulo, Brazil. The Conference also marks the fortieth anniversary of the Organization and 
thirty years of work of the United Nations in the area of foreign direct investment and
transnational corporations. This report is primarily an exercise in transparency to enable the
outside world to assess the breadth and depth of the Division’s activities. 

The Division’s work has three objectives: to increase the understanding of the role of
foreign direct investment, technology and enterprise activities in development; to help devise
adequate frameworks to attract investment and benefit from it and to stimulate technology
transfer and technological innovation, with a view towards strengthening the supply capacity
of developing countries; and to build consensus on matters related to foreign direct
investment, technology and enterprise development. 

It is for the reader to judge whether UNCTAD’s work has made a contribution in these 
respects. It remains for me to thank the staff of the Division for their dedicated efforts to
master the growing workload in the face of diminishing budgetary resources. 

Geneva, May 2004
Karl P. Sauvant

Director
Division on Investment, Technology and Enterprise Development

UNCTAD
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