


W HAT ARE THE LEAST DEVELOPED COUNTRIES?

Forty-nine countries are currently designated by the United Nations as “least developed countries”
(LDCs). The list is reviewed every three years by the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC), in the light
of recommendations by the Committee for Development Policy (CDP).

The criteria underlying the current list of LDCs are:

(a) A low income, as measured by the gross domestic product (GDP) per capita;

(b) Weak human assets, as measured by a composite index (Augmented Physical Quality of Life
Index) based on indicators of: (i) nutrition (per capita calorie intake as a percentage of relevant
requirements); (ii) health (child mortality rate); (iii) education (combined primary and secondary
school enrolment ratio); and (iv) literacy (adult literacy rate);

(c) A high level of economic vulnerability, as measured by a composite index (Economic Vulnerability
Index) based on indicators of: (i) instability in the agricultural production; (ii) instability in exports
of goods and services; (iii) the economic importance of non-traditional activities (share of
manufacturing and modern services in GDP); (iv) export concentration (UNCTAD’s merchandise
export concentration index); and (v) economic smallness (population in logarithm).

Different thresholds are used for addition to, and graduation from, the list of LDCs. A country qualifies
for addition to the list if it meets inclusion thresholds on all three criteria, and if its population does not
exceed 75 million. A country qualifies for graduation from the list if it has met graduation thresholds under
at least two of the three criteria over two consecutive triennial reviews of the list.

At the time of the 2000 review, the low-income threshold for addition to the list of LDCs was a GDP
per capita of $900, and the counterpart threshold for graduation was $1,035.

The front cover shows detail from Le Mouvement des PeuplesLe Mouvement des PeuplesLe Mouvement des PeuplesLe Mouvement des PeuplesLe Mouvement des Peuples, painted by the
Senegalese artist Issa Samb. It is reproduced with the permission of the artist.

Born in 1945, Issa Samb works in Dakar as a painter, sculptor, playwright, actor,
performance artist, installationist and shaman. He is the co-founder of the gallery
TENQ of the Village des Arts and the co-founder of the Laboratoire Agit-Art in
Dakar.

“Le Mouvement des Peuples”, he writes,  “shows all those men, women and
children who in today’s political and ideological chaos dream of a haven of peace
and dignity. Their silhouettes are unfinished…Painting for me is a way of decoding
complex and irreversible events. I take risks in this process of  initiation…Le
Mouvement des Peuples is an active engagement for a different consciousness of
time, love and utopia.”



UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE ON TRADE AND DEVELOPMENT
Geneva

THE LEAST DEVELOPED COUNTRIES
REPORT 2002

Prepared by the UNCTAD secretariat

UNITED NATIONS
New York and Geneva, 2002



Note

Symbols of United Nations documents are composed of capital letters with figures. Mention of
such a symbol indicates a reference to a United Nations document.

The designations employed and the presentation of the material in this publication do not imply
the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat of the United Nations
concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area, or of its authorities, or
concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.

Material in this publication may be freely quoted or reprinted, but full acknowledgement is
requested. A copy of the publication containing the quotation or reprint should be sent to the
UNCTAD secretariat at: Palais des Nations, CH-1211 Geneva 10, Switzerland.

The Overview from this Report can also be found on the Internet, in both English and French,

at the following address:

http://www.unctad.org

UNITED NATIONS PUBLICATION

Sales No. E.02.II.D.13

ISBN 92-1-112562-6

ISSN 0257-7550

UNCTAD/LDC/2002



Acknowledgements

The Least Developed Countries Report 2002 was prepared by a team consisting of Charles Gore (team leader),
Massoud Karshenas (principal consultant), Marquise David, Michael Herrmann, Zeljka Kozul-Wright and Utumporn
Reungsuwan. Specific inputs were received from Mehmet Arda, Pierre Encontre, Joerg Mayer, Luca Monge-Roffarello,
Marcel Namfua and Olle Ostensson. The staff of the Central Statistics Branch of the Division on Globalization and
Development Strategies within UNCTAD fully supported the work on the Report, particularly Yumiko Mochizuki and
Laurence Schlosser, who provided information on commodity price trends, Arunas Butkevicius, who provided much
advice on international data issues, and Nelly Berthault, who worked on LDC trade statistics within the UN
COMTRADE database. Makameh Bahrami and Erna Borneck also provided statistical advice. Lev Komlev and Taffere
Tesfachew undertook a detailed review of the manuscript. Detailed comments were also received on specific chapters
from Gabrielle Köhler, Joerg Mayer and Marcel Namfua. The work was completed under the overall supervision of
Habib Ouane, Officer-in-Charge of the Office of the Special Coordinator for Least Developed, Land-locked and Island
Developing Countries within UNCTAD.

The new poverty estimates on which Part Two of the Report is based were prepared using a methodology devised
by Massoud Karshenas specifically for the Report. Background papers were prepared by Brian van Arkadie, Henrik
Hansen, Paul Mosley, Felix Naschold, Graham Pyatt, David Sapsford and Ann Whitehead. Specific inputs for Part One
of the Report were received from David Stewart (UNDP Human Development Report Office) and Rajesh Venugopal.
Odd Gulbrandsen and Alf Maizels generously gave advice on estimating commodity terms of trade, and Samuel
Wangwe provided information on latest developments in donor performance monitoring in the United Republic of
Tanzania. Graham Pyatt also provided detailed comments on specific chapters.

The Report drew on the background papers prepared by FAO and UNIDO for the Third United Nations Confer-
ence on the Least Developed Countries, which address issues of building productive capacities in LDCs in agriculture
and industry.  Friedrich von Kirchbach (ITC) provided useful information and advice on the trade performance of
LDCs, and fruitful discussions were maintained with José B. Figueiredo (ILO) on poverty and socio-economic security
issues, and with Harmon Thomas (FAO) on issues of agricultural development in LDCs in the new global environment.

Secretarial support in the final production of the Report was provided by Corazon Alvarez, Sylvie Guy, Regina
Ogunyinka and Sivanla Sikounnavong. Diego Oyarzun-Reyes designed the cover, and the text was edited by Graham
Grayston. The overall layout, graphics and desktop publishing were done by Madasamyraja Rajalingam.





Contents

Explanatory notes .................................................................................................................................................. xi
Abbreviations ...................................................................................................................................................... xiii
Overview ........................................................................................................................................................ I–XVII

Part One
RECENT ECONOMIC TRENDS AND UNLDC III DEVELOPMENT TARGETS

1. RECENT ECONOMIC TRENDS....................................................................................................... 3

A. Overall growth trends ................................................................................................................... 3
B. Trends in external trade ................................................................................................................ 5
C. Trends in external finance ............................................................................................................. 7

1. Overall picture ........................................................................................................................................ 7
2. Trends in aid flows ................................................................................................................................ 10
3. Trends in foreign direct investment ....................................................................................................... 11

D. Trends in external debt ............................................................................................................... 12
E. Conclusion .................................................................................................................................. 15
Notes ............................................................................................................................................... 16
References ....................................................................................................................................... 16

2. THE UNLDC III DEVELOPMENT TARGETS .................................................................................. 17

A. Introduction ................................................................................................................................ 17
B. Growth and investment targets ................................................................................................... 18
C. Poverty reduction goals............................................................................................................... 19
D. Human development targets ....................................................................................................... 21
E. Transport and communications infrastructure development targets ........................................... 23
F. ODA targets for donor countries ................................................................................................ 28
G. Progress towards graduation from LDC status ............................................................................ 29
H. Conclusion .................................................................................................................................. 32
Notes ............................................................................................................................................... 36
References ....................................................................................................................................... 36

Part Two
ESCAPING THE POVERTY TRAP

1. THE NATURE AND DYNAMICS OF POVERTY IN THE LEAST DEVELOPED COUNTRIES ....................................... 39

A. Introduction ................................................................................................................................ 39
B. The approach of the Report and its rationale .............................................................................. 39



The Least Developed Countries Report 2002vi

1. The focus on consumption poverty ........................................................................................................ 40
2. The choice of $1-a-day and $2-a-day international poverty lines ........................................................... 42
3. The use of national-accounts-consistent poverty estimates ..................................................................... 45

C. The poverty situation in the LDCs in the late 1990s ................................................................... 49
1. Average levels of poverty in LDCs in a comparative perspective ............................................................. 52
2. A poverty map for the LDCs in 1995–1999 ............................................................................................ 54

D. The dynamics of poverty in the LDCs ......................................................................................... 56
Annex to Chapter 1 .......................................................................................................................... 62
Notes ............................................................................................................................................... 65
References ....................................................................................................................................... 66

2. GENERALIZED POVERTY, DOMESTIC RESOURCE AVAILABILITY AND ECONOMIC GROWTH .............................. 69

A. Introduction ................................................................................................................................ 69
B. The long-run relationship between economic growth and poverty reduction............................. 71
C. Generalized poverty, domestic resource mobilization and low-level equilibrium ...................... 77
D. Generalized poverty, population growth and environmental degradation .................................. 87

1. Patterns of poverty, population growth and environmental resource use ................................................ 88
2. The downward spiral of impoverishment and environmental degradation .............................................. 92

E. Conclusion .................................................................................................................................. 97
Notes ............................................................................................................................................... 98
References ....................................................................................................................................... 99

3. PATTERNS OF TRADE INTEGRATION AND POVERTY .......................................................................... 101

A. Introduction .............................................................................................................................. 101
B. Trade integration, marginalization and liberalization: patterns and trends in the LDCs ............ 103

1. Level of trade integration ..................................................................................................................... 103
2. Form of trade integration ..................................................................................................................... 106
3. Participation in global trade flows ........................................................................................................ 112
4. Extent of trade liberalization ................................................................................................................ 114

C. Trade liberalization, growth and poverty .................................................................................. 115
D. Export orientation, growth and poverty .................................................................................... 118
E. Export structure, growth and poverty ....................................................................................... 121

1. Export structure and income convergence with rich countries .............................................................. 121
2. Export structure and the incidence of poverty ...................................................................................... 123

F. The poverty-reducing impact of different types of export growth ............................................. 126
G. Conclusion ................................................................................................................................ 130
Annex to Chapter 3 ........................................................................................................................ 131
Notes ............................................................................................................................................. 133
References ..................................................................................................................................... 133

4. COMMODITY EXPORT DEPENDENCE, THE INTERNATIONAL POVERTY TRAP AND NEW VULNERABILITIES ............. 137

A. Introduction .............................................................................................................................. 137
B. Commodity export dependence and poverty: trade mechanisms ............................................. 137

1. The level and volatility of primary commodity prices ............................................................................ 137
2. Productivity, competitiveness and dynamism of LDC commodity exports ............................................ 144

C. Elements of the international poverty trap ................................................................................ 148
1. Primary commodity dependence ......................................................................................................... 148

预览已结束，完整报告链接和二维码如下：
https://www.yunbaogao.cn/report/index/report?reportId=5_10824


