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 NOTE 
 
 The Review of Maritime Transport is a recurrent publication prepared by the UNCTAD secretariat since 
1968 with the aim of fostering transparency of maritime markets and developments.  Any factual or editorial 
corrections that may prove necessary based on comments made by Governments would be reflected in a 
corrigendum to be issued subsequently. 
 
 
 * 
 *     * 
 
 
 
 Regular readers will note that this Review of Maritime Transport, 1997 follows directly on from the 1995 
edition.  This does not imply that 1996 data have been omitted; rather, this change has been made in order to 
ensure that, in addition to the 1996 data, the most up-to-date information is contained in the Review, thus making 
the publication more valuable to the reader. 
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 Symbols of United Nations documents are composed of capital letters combined with figures.  Use of such a 
symbol indicates a reference to a United Nations document. 
 
 
 * 
 *     * 
 
 
 The designations employed and the presentation of the material in this publication do not imply an 
expression of opinion by the Secretariat of the United Nations concerning the legal status of any country, territory, 
city or area, or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries. 
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 Material in this publication may be freely quoted or reprinted, but acknowledgement is requested, with 
reference to the document number.  A copy of the publication containing the quotation or reprint should be sent to 
the UNCTAD secretariat. 
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 EXPLANATORY NOTES 
 
 "Tons" refers to metric tons, unless otherwise stated. 
 
 Details and percentages presented in tables, because of rounding, do not necessarily add up to the totals. 
 
 Two dots (..) indicate that data are not available or are not separately reported. 
 
 A dash (-) signifies that the amount is nil, or less than half the unit used. 
 
 In some tables, the data shown for earlier years have been revised and updated, and therefore differ from 
those shown in previous issues of the Review.  This relates in particular to the distribution of world tonnage 
according to country groups, specifically the classification of major open-registry countries.  Up to the 1994 edition 
of the Review, the majority of tables included five countries in this group, i.e. Bahamas, Bermuda, Cyprus, Liberia 
and Panama, while some tables also included Malta and Vanuatu.  In order to improve consistency and to reflect 
practices of ship registration, Malta and Vanuatu have been included in all tables referring to major open-registry 
countries.  This reclassification primarily affects the share of developing countries in Europe in total world tonnage. 
 
 In the tables and the text, the use of the term "countries" refers to countries, territories or areas. 
 
 

APPROXIMATE VESSEL SIZE GROUPS REFERRED TO IN THE REVIEW OF MARITIME 
TRANSPORT, ACCORDING TO GENERALLY USED SHIPPING TERMINOLOGY 

 
  Crude oil tankers: 
  ULCC 300,000 dwt plus 
  VLCC 150,000-299,999 dwt 
  Suezmax 100,000-149,999 dwt 
  Aframax  50,000-  99,999 dwt 
 
  Dry bulk carriers: 
  Capesize 80,000 dwt plus 
  Panamax 50,000-79,999 dwt 
  Handymax 35,000-49,999 dwt 
  Handy 20,000-34,999 dwt 
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