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Notes
This publication was prepared by the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) in 
anticipation of the 2021 review by the Committee for Development Policy of the United Nations of the list of 
least developed countries.

The $ sign refers to the United States dollar.

A hyphen (-) indicates that the data are either not available or not applicable.
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Abbreviations
ASEAN Association of Southeast Asian Nations

ADB Asian Development Bank

APTA Asia-Pacific Trade Agreement

BBS Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics

BIDS Bangladesh Institute of Development Studies

CCRIP Coastal Climate-Resilient Infrastructure Project

CDP Committee for Development Policy

DFQF duty-free quota-free

DTIS Diagnostic Trade Integration Study

EBA Everything But Arms

ESG environmental, social and governance

EVI Economic Vulnerability Index

FDI foreign direct investment 

FSSAP Female Secondary School Assistance Programme

FY fiscal year

GCC Gulf Cooperation Council

GDP gross domestic product

GHI global hunger index

GNI gross national income

GVC global value chain

HAI Human Assets Index

ICT information and communications technologies  

IFRC International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies

ILO International Labour Organization 

IMF International Monetary Fund 

IPoA Istanbul Programme of Action 

ISM international support measure

LDC least developed country

LMIC low- and middle-income country

MFN most favoured nation 

MMR maternal mortality ratio

NAPA National Adaption Programme of Action

NGO non-governmental organization 

ODA official development assistance 

ODC other developing country

PCI Productive Capacity Index
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PPE personal protective equipment

RCEP Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership

SAARC South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation

SEDP Secondary Education Development Programme 

SESIP Secondary Education Sector and Investment Programme

SESP Secondary Education Stipend Project

SEZ special economic zone

STI science, technology and innovation

TRIPS Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights

UNESCO nited Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization 

UNICEF United Nations International Children’s Fund 

VA value added

WTO World Trade Organization

WHO World Health Organization
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