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Biodiversity is being lost at an accelerating rate 
which has direct impacts on the provision of 
essential resources for our human needs and 
economy. The BioTrade Congress provided 
a global platform to discuss the role of trade 
and private sector engagement in support of 
biodiversity conservation. This timely discussion 
also provided inputs to the negotiations on the 
post-2020 global biodiversity framework, which 
will be adopted at the 15th Conference of the 
Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity 
(CBD COP15).

Biodiversity is the source of many products and 
services utilized by society and forms the natural 
capital base for a sustainable economy. It represents 
an important share of the world economy, making 
up at least 40 per cent of world trade1 in 2013 
and providing livelihoods for 4.3 billion people2, 
particularly the most vulnerable and poor. 

Over the years, the global market for sustainably 
sourced products and services has grown 
significantly, particularly for those derived from 
biodiversity. This is the result of growing consumer 
interest in natural, ethical and sustainable 
products and services, that has put pressure on 
companies and regulators to address, for instance 
through adopting circular and sustainable 
business models. There is also an evolving legal 
and policy framework alongside this development, 
particularly related to access and benefit sharing 
and the 2030 Agenda.

At the same time, countries rich in natural 
resources and biodiversity are witnessing high 
deforestation rates and increasing threats to 
species and ecosystems. Biodiversity is being 
lost at an accelerating rate due to the widespread 
overexploitation of biological resources, the 
introduction of alien species, the transformation of 
habitats through land and sea use change, climate 
change, and pollution.

Many biodiversity-rich developing countries 
face the challenge of balancing biodiversity 
conservation and economic growth that alleviates 
poverty and generates jobs and livelihoods. This 
has resulted in the loss of biodiversity. For example, 
land degradation is reducing the productivity of 23 
per cent of global terrestrial area3, while by 2050, 
50 per cent of the African birds and mammals are 
expected to be lost and Asian fisheries are expected 
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to collapse4. Consequently, there is an urgent need 
to foster best practices and learn from challenges, 
while replicating viable solutions which can 
address this paradox. 
 
Trade in sustainably sourced products and services 
based on biodiversity could be part of the solution. 
Through trade, sourcing communities and SMEs 
can obtain revenue from sustainably sourcing 
and selling their products or services. This adds 
value to existing resources, which motivates 
their wise use and conservation. Thus, trade 
can bring several benefits, including providing 
economic incentives for biodiversity conservation, 
generating income, jobs and new businesses, as 
well as helping countries wisely use and transform 
their biodiversity into economic opportunities.  

I. 

BioTrade Initiative

UNCTAD launched the BioTrade Initiative in 
1996. It aims to promote trade and investment 
in biodiversity to achieve sustainable 
development. Its activities support the 
objectives of multilateral environmental 
agreements (MEAs), including CBD and 
CITES.  UNCTAD partner with national 
and international organizations to develop 
biodiversity-based sectors. 

BioTrade  re fers  to  the  ac t iv it ies  of 
collection or production, transformation 
and commercia l izat ion of  goods and 
services derived from biodiversity, under 
criteria of environmental, social, economic 
sustainability. These criteria are the essence 
of BioTrade and known as the BioTrade 
Principles and Criteria. The application of the 
BioTrade Principles and Criteria in different 
contexts drives BioTrade processes in the 
promotion and conservation of biodiversity 
through sustainable commercial use.

The BioTrade Principles and Criteria are now 
being implemented in over 60 countries in 
Asia, Africa, Latin America and the Caribbean 
and Europe.

Information available at www.biotrade.org
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