UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE ON TRADE AND DEVELOR}

%, LINKING
TRADE & BIODI\IERSITY

UNITED NATIONS






UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE ON TRADE AND DEVELOPN

UNITED NATIONS
Geneva, 2021



© 2021, United Nations
This work is available through open access, by complying with the Creative Commons licence created for intergovernmental
organizations, at http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/igo/.

The findings, interpretations and conclusions expressed herein are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the
views of the United Nations or its officials or Member States.

The designations employed and the presentation of material on any map in this work do not imply the expression of any
opinion whatsoever on the part of the United Nations concerning the legal status of any country, territory, ity or area or of
its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.

Photocopies and reproductions of excerpts are allowed with proper credits.

This publication has not been formally edited.

United Nations publication issued by the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development.

UNCTAD/DITC/TED/2021/1

elSBN: 978-92-1-604061-1



CONTENTS

ALISH3AIAOIE ANV 3AVd L DNIANI

30dvdl10Ig S

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
ACRONYMS

| LINKING TRADE AND BIODIVERSITY

OPENING OF THE 2019 BIOTRADE CONGRESS

N

SESSION 1: SETTING THE SCENE: SUSTAINABLE
TRADE FOR BIODIVERSITY = REALITY OR FICTION?

N

SESSION 2: APPLYING THE BIOTRADE PRINCIPLES
AND CRITERIA

<

N

SESSION 3: ARE TRADE AND BIODIVERSITY POLICY
FRAMEWORKS CONTRIBUTING TO BIODIVERSITY
CONSERVATION?

<

SESSION 4: FROM CRADLE TO SUSTAINABLE
MARKETS

SESSION 5: POST-2020 GBF - DRIVING
TRANSFORMATION TOWARDS BIODIVERSITY-
FRIENDLY SOCIETIES AND BUSINESSES

4

VIIL. SESSION 6: FROM STORYTELLING TO STORY
PROVING: BIOTRADE IN LAO PECPLE'S
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC AND VIET NAM

IX. BUYERS AND SELLERS' EXCHANGE




Acknowledgements

This study was prepared by Lorena Jaramillo, Lika Sasaki, Malick Kane, David Vivas Eugui, Frederic Perron-
Welch, Lorenzo Formenti, Robert Hamwey, Mario Jales, Lucas Assungao and Lalen Lleander from the Trade,
Environment, Climate Change and Sustainable Development Branch (TED), Division on International Trade
and Commodities of UNCTAD.

The study has greatly benefited from peer reviews and substantive inputs by: Maria del Pilar Alarcon
(PromPeru1), Daniel Lauchenauer (Swiss State Secretariat for Economic Affairs SECO), René Gomez-Garcia
Palao (CAF), Ana Patricia Batalhone (ITC), Rudolf Liithi (Helvetas Swiss Intercooperation), Andrew Wilson
(Helvetas Swiss Intercooperation), Rik Kutsch Lojenga (Union for Ethical BioTrade), Hamish Taylor (Symrise)
and Venugopal K.J. Menon (World Spice Organisation, India). Desktop formatting was done by Mr. Rafe Dent
of UNCTAD.

UNCTAD gratefully acknowledges the support of SECO in the organization of the 5th BioTrade Congress and
the development of this publication under the Global BioTrade Programme: Linking trade, biodiversity and
sustainable development. The French Facility for Global Environment (FFEM) also financially supported the
organization of the Congress.

For further information on UNCTAD’s BioTrade Initiative please consult the following website:
http://unctad.org/biotrade or contact us at: biotrade@un.org.

9 March 2021

CoviID-19

This study was developed in November 2019. Due to the COVID-19 outbreak, all dates have been postponed.



ABS
B2B
P&C
CAF
CBD
CITES
COP/CoP
CSR
DITC
FFEM
GBF
GEF
GIZ

IPBES

ITC

IUCN

MEA
MINCETUR
NGO

Nagoya Protocol

OECS
PromPeru
PTA

R&D
SDG(s)
SECO

SMEs

TED Branch

UEBT
UNCTAD
UNDP

UNEP

UNEP WCMC
WBCSD

WEF

WSO

Acronyms

Access and benefit sharing

Business-to-business

(BioTrade) Principles and Criteria

development bank of Latin America

Convention on Biological Diversity

Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora
Conference of the Parties

Corporate social responsibility

Division on international trade and commodities, UNCTAD
French Facility for Global Environment

Global biodiversity framework

Global Environment Facility

Die Deutsche Gesellschaft fiir Internationale Zusammenarbeit (German Agency for
International Cooperation)

Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services
International Trade Centre

International Union for Conservation of Nature

Multilateral environmental agreement

Ministry of Foreign Trade and Tourism (Peru)

Non-governmental organization

Nagoya Protocol on Access to Genetic Resources and the Fair and Equitable Sharing of
Benefits Arising from their Utilization to the Convention on Biological Diversity

Organisation of Eastern Caribbean States

Export and Tourism Promotion Agency of Peru
PhytoTrade Africa

Research and development

Sustainable Development Goal(s)

State Secretariat for Economic Affairs (Switzerland)
Small and medium-sized enterprises

Trade, Environment, Climate Change and Sustainable Development Branch
of UNCTAD

Union for Ethical BioTrade

United Nations Conference on Trade and Development

United Nations Development Programme

United Nations Environment Programme

United Nations Environment Programme World Conservation Monitoring Centre
World Business Council for Sustainable Development

World Economic Forum

World Spice Organisation (India)




LINKING TRADE AND
BIODNVERSITY

Biodiversity is being lost at an accelerating rate
which has direct impacts on the provision of
essential resources for our human needs and
economy. The BioTrade Congress provided
a global platform to discuss the role of trade
and private sector engagement in support of
biodiversity conservation. This timely discussion
also provided inputs to the negotiations on the
post-2020 global biodiversity framework, which
will be adopted at the 15th Conference of the
Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity
(CBD COP15).

Biodiversity is the source of many products and
services utilized by society and forms the natural
capital base for a sustainable economy. It represents
an important share of the world economy, making
up at least 40 per cent of world trade' in 2013
and providing livelihoods for 4.3 billion people?,
particularly the most vulnerable and poor.

Over the years, the global market for sustainably
sourced products and services has grown
significantly, particularly for those derived from
biodiversity. This is the result of growing consumer
interest in natural, ethical and sustainable
products and services, that has put pressure on
companies and regulators to address, for instance
through adopting circular and sustainable
business models. There is also an evolving legal
and policy framework alongside this development,
particularly related to access and benefit sharing
and the 2030 Agenda.

At the same time, countries rich in natural
resources and biodiversity are witnessing high
deforestation rates and increasing threats to

to collapse*. Consequently, there is an urgent need
to foster best practices and learn from challenges,
while replicating viable solutions which can
address this paradox.

Trade in sustainably sourced products and services
based on biodiversity could be part of the solution.
Through trade, sourcing communities and SMEs
can obtain revenue from sustainably sourcing
and selling their products or services. This adds
value to existing resources, which motivates
their wise use and conservation. Thus, trade
can bring several benefits, including providing
economic incentives for biodiversity conservation,
generating income, jobs and new businesses, as
well as helping countries wisely use and transform
their biodiversity into economic opportunities.

UNCTAD launched the BioTrade Initiative in
1996. It aims to promote trade and investment
in biodiversity to achieve sustainable
development. Its activities support the
objectives of multilateral environmental
agreements (MEAs), including CBD and
CITES. UNCTAD partner with national
and international organizations to develop
biodiversity-based sectors.

BioTrade refers to the activities of
collection or production, transformation
and commercialization of goods and
services derived from biodiversity, under
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