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iiiNOTE

NOTE

The handbook was prepared by the Trade Negotiations and Commercial Diplomacy Branch, Division on 
International Trade and Commodities, UNCTAD. 

This handbook provides a general explanation of the Generalized System of Preferences (GSP) of Japan 
to allow officials and users responsible or involved in GSP issues to gain a better understanding of the 
scheme.

Products are described in terms of the Harmonized Commodity Description and Coding System, commonly 
known as the Harmonized System, upon which the Japanese customs acts are based. However, matters 
involving technical interpretation of the GSP will be determined in accordance with the provisions of the 
relevant Japanese customs acts and regulations. 

The handbook is meant to serve as general guide to the GSP of Japan and not intended to provide legal 
advice. For further inquiries, please contact:

Customs and Tariff Bureau, Ministry of Finance
gensanchi@mof.go.jp
Tel.: (81) 03. 3581.4111(extension 2490)

The official sources of information are the following Regulations, which can be found on website of the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan (https://www.mofa.go.jp/policy/economy/gsp/) and Customs and 
Tariff Bureau, Ministry of Finance (http://www.customs.go.jp/roo/english/index.htm)

• Customs Act

• Cabinet Order for Enforcement of the Temporary Tariff Measures Law

• Ordinance of Ministry of Finance for Enforcement of the Temporary Tariff Measures Law

• Administrative Appeal Act

mailto:gensanchi@mof.go.jp
https://www.mofa.go.jp/policy/economy/gsp/
https://www.customs.go.jp/roo/english/index.htm
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Generalized System of Preferences Series

The GSP handbooks series promotes greater awareness among exporters and government officials 
in developing countries on trading opportunities available under the GSP and other preferential 
trade arrangements and a better understanding of applicable rules and regulations with a view to 
facilitating their effective utilization. The series comprises the following publications:

Generalized System of Preferences: List of Beneficiaries (UNCTAD/ITCD/TSB/Misc.62/Rev.7)

Handbook on the Scheme of Australia (UNCTAD/ITCD/TSB/Misc.56/Rev.1)

Handbook on the Scheme of Canada (UNCTAD/ITCD/TSB/Misc.66/Rev.2)

Handbook on the Scheme of the European Union (UNCTAD/ITCD/TSB/Misc.25/Rev.4)

Handbook on the Scheme of Japan (UNCTAD/ITCD/TSB/Misc.42/Rev.6 − Present volume) 

Handbook on the Scheme of New Zealand (UNCTAD/ITCD/TSB/Misc.48)

Handbook on the Scheme of Norway (UNCTAD/ITCD/TSB/Misc.48/Rev.1) 

Handbook on the Scheme of Switzerland (UNCTAD/ITCD/TSB/Misc.28/Rev.3)

Handbook on the Scheme of Turkey (UNCTAD/ITCD/TSB/Misc.74/Rev.1)

Handbook on the Scheme of the United States of America (UNCTAD/ITCD/TSB/Misc.58/Rev.3)

Handbook on the Preferential Tariff Scheme of the Republic of Korea
(UNCTAD/ITCD/TSB/Misc.75/Rev.2)

Handbook on India’s Duty-free Tariff Preference Scheme for Least Developed Countries 
(UNCTAD/ITCD/TSB/Misc.77)

Handbook on the Special and Preferential Tariff Scheme of China for Least Developed Countries
(UNCTAD/ITCD/TSB/Misc.76)

Handbook on the Rules of Origin of the European Union (UNCTAD/ITCD/TSB/Misc.25/Rev.3/Add.1)

These publications are available at unctad.org/gsp.

For further information on preferential market access and the Generalized System of Preferences, 
please contact:

Trade Negotiations and Commercial Diplomacy Branch
Division on International Trade and Commodities
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development
Palais des Nations
1211 Geneva 10, Switzerland
Email: tncdb@unctad.org
Website: unctad.org/gsp

https://unctad.org/topic/trade-agreements/generalized-system-of-preferences
mailto:tncdb@unctad.org
http://unctad.org/gsp
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ABBREVIATIONS AND ACRONYMS

MOFA Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan

MOF Ministry of Finance of Japan

HS Harmonized System, the Harmonized Commodity Description and Coding System

GSP Generalized System of Preferences

GPT General preferential tariff

LDCs Least developed countries

LDCT Least developed country tariff 

MFN Most favoured nation
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