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Notes

NOTES

Under its overall mandate on trade and development, UNCTAD serves as the focal point within the United Nations Secretariat 

for all matters related to foreign direct investment. Its work is carried out through intergovernmental deliberations, research 

and analysis, technical assistance activities, seminars, workshops and conferences.

The following symbols have been used in the tables:

• Two dots (..) indicate that data are not available or not separately reported. Rows in tables have been omitted in 

those cases where no data are available for any of the elements in the row.

• A dash (-) indicates that the item is equal to zero or its value is negligible.

• A blank in a table indicates that the item is not applicable.

• A slash (/) between dates 

• Use of an en dash (–) between dates 

involved, including the beginning and end years.

• Reference to dollars ($) are to United States of America dollars, unless otherwise indicated.

• Annual rates of growth or change, unless otherwise stated, refer to annual compound rates.

• Details and percentages in tables do not necessarily add to totals because of rounding.
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Abbreviations

ABBREVIATIONS

BIMSTEC Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation

BIT bilateral investment treaty

BPO business process outsourcing

CIT corporate income tax

DOI Department of Industry

DTAA double taxation avoidance agreement

FDI foreign direct investment

FITTA Foreign Investment and Technology Transfer Act

GDP gross domestic product

GON Government of Nepal

HPP hydropower plant

IBN Investment Board of Nepal

ICT information and communications technology

ID industrial district

IFRS International Financial Reporting Standards

IPA investment promotion agency

IPFSD Investment Policy Framework for Sustainable Development

IPR investment policy review
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IT information technology

LDC least developed country

MAP medicinal and aromatic plants

MoICS Ministry of Industry, Commerce and Supplies

MOU memorandum of understanding

NPR Nepali rupees

NEA Nepal Electricity Authority

NRB Nepal Rastra Bank

OSS one-stop shop

PPA power purchase agreements

PPP public-private partnership

SAFTA South Asian Free Trade Agreement

SEZ special economic zone

SME small and medium-sized enterprise

SOE State-owned enterprise

TRIPS Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights

UNDP United Nations Development Programme

VAT value added tax
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