
U N I T E D  N AT I O N S  C O N F E R E N C E  O N  T R A D E  A N D  D E V E L O P M E N T

Harnessing Agricultural Trade 
for Sustainable Development

groundnuts, sunflower and soybeans



Geneva, 2019

U N I T E D  N AT I O N S  C O N F E R E N C E  O N  T R A D E  A N D  D E V E L O P M E N T

Harnessing Agricultural Trade 
for Sustainable Development

groundnuts, sunflower and soybeans



© 2019, UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE ON TRADE AND DEVELOPMENT

This work is available open access by complying with the Creative Commons licence created for intergovernmental organizations, 
available at http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/igo/.

The findings, interpretations and conclusions expressed herein are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the views of 
the United Nations or its officials or Member States.

The designation employed and the presentation of material on any map in this work do not imply the expression of any opinion 
whatsoever on the part of the United Nations concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its authorities, or 
concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.

Photocopies and reproductions of excerpts are allowed with proper credits.

This publication has been edited externally.

United Nations publication issued by the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development.

eISBN: 978-92-1-004665-7

UNCTAD/DITC/TED/2019/4 





18
24

36

Table of contents

List of figures  
and tables .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  6

Acronyms and  
abbreviations .. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  8

Acknowledgements . . . .  10

Executive summary .. . . .  11

Introduction .. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  15

CHAPTER 1
Country overview  
and development  
background .. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  18

Economic overview .. . . . . . . . . .  18

Social development .. . . . . . . . . .  20

Policy frameworks to address 
agricultural dependency .. . . . .  20

CHAPTER 2
Sunflower, soybean and 
groundnut: oilseeds and 
edible oils in Malawi .. . . .  24

Agronomic conditions  
and farming systems .. . . . . . . .  24

Sunflower .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  24

Soybean .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  24

Groundnut .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  25

Uses and processing .. . . . . . . .  25

Marketing structures  
and key players .. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  26

Sunflower .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  26

Groundnut .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  26

Soybean .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  26

Market trends and sectoral  
trade flows .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  27

Trade patterns across individual 
value-added segments . . . . . . .  30

Groundnut value-chain .. . . . . .  30

Sunflower value-chain .. . . . . .  31

Soybean value-chain . . . . . . . .  32

CHAPTER 3
Upgrading trajectories: 
value-addition and  
diversification . . . . . . . . . . . .  36

Cross-cutting issues, challenges 
and opportunities .. . . . . . . . . . .  36

Enabling quality outputs  
for consumption and  
processing .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  40

Enabling competitive and fair 
access to domestic and external 
markets .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  40

Specific challenges facing 
processors .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  42

Sector-specific challenges, 
opportunities and the way  
forward .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  42

Groundnut .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  42

Sunflower .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  42

Soybean .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  44



50
60

72

CHAPTER 4
Sustainability  
outcomes ................................ 50

Addressing poverty, income and 
food security challenges .. . . . .  50

Gender aspects . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  52

Environmental challenges 
including resilience to climate 
change . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  54

Ensuring access to water and 
better management of water 
resources . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  55

Enabling climate resilience, 
including through the 
development of climate  
resilient seeds .. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  56

CHAPTER 5
Trade policy environment  
and frameworks . . . . . . . . .  60

Multilateral and regional  
trade policy frameworks.. . . . . . . 60

Regional Trade Initiatives . . . .  60

Bilateral Trade Initiatives .. . . .  62

Preferential Trade  
Agreements . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  62

Investment policies .. . . . . . . . . .  62

Malawi’s trade policies relevant  
to the groundnut, sunflower  
and soybean sectors . . . . . . . . .  63

Import tariffs .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  63

Tariff preferences granted by 
Malawi .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  64

Other charges .. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  64

Import and export prohibitions, 
restrictions and licensing . . . .  65

Standards . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  65

Trade and transport facilitation 
measures .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  66

Non-tariff measures (NTM) 
affecting Malawi’s exports in 
regional markets . . . . . . . . . . . . .  67

CHAPTER 6
Conclusions and policy 
recommendations .. . . . . .  72

Annexes .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  76



	 FIGURES

1 	 GDP growth rate and population.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18

2 	 Value-added breakdown.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19

3 	 Official Development Aid.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19

4 	 Food trade.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19

5 	 Degree of urbanisation. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20

6 	 Sunflower yields.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24

7 	 Yield comparison.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25

8 	 Overall sector trends in global exports (1990-2017).. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 27

9 	 Income structure of the importers, by sector. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 27

10 	 Income structure of the exporters, by sector.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28

1 1 	 Global export trends, by value-added .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28

12 	 Global export trends, by sector. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 29

13 	 Structure of Malawian exports, by income group.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 29

14 	 Malawi’s groundnut exports and imports.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30

15 	 Malawi’s sunflower seed exports and imports (1000 tonnes) 2013-2017.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 31

16 	 Malawi’s soybean exports and imports (MT) 2013 to 2017.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32

List of figures and tables

Harnessing Agricultural Trade for Sustainable Development: Malawi6



Harnessing Agricultural Trade for Sustainable Development: Malawi 7

	 TABLES

1 	 Key partners along the soybean value chain and their roles.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 27

2 	 Value-added segments of groundnuts, sunflower and soybeans.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 33

3 	 Malawi’s road network (June 2016).. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 37

4 	 Characteristics of the main international transport corridors.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 37

5 	 Socio-economic characteristics of traders at the Mwami/Mchinji border, 2012. . . . . . . . . . 54

6 	 Structure of MFN tariffs in Malawi, 2009-2010 and 2015-16. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 64

A.1 	 Trade flows in value-added segments in groundnuts, sunflower and soybeans  
and major export markets and import sources for Malawi . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 76

A.2	 Malawi’s MFN and preferential customs duty rates and rates of other duties and  
charges (ODC) applying to HS-6 digit sub-headings along the groundnut,  
sunflower and soybean value-chains.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 84

预览已结束，完整报告链接和二维码如下：
https://www.yunbaogao.cn/report/index/report?reportId=5_8782


