
UN
CTA

D U N I T E D  N A T I O N S  C O N F E R E N C E  O N  T R A D E  A N D  D E V E L O P M E N T

UNCTAD ANNUAL REPORT 2017
UNITED NATIONS

unctad.org

U N C T A D 
A N N U A L
R E P O R T

2017

SO MUCH

SO MUCH
DONE

TO DO





SO MUCH

SO MUCH
DONE

TO DO

New York and Geneva, 2018



2 3

UNCTAD ANNUAL REPORT 2017

CONTENT

INTRODUCTION

OUR CONTRIBUTIONS  
TOWARD THE 2030 AGENDA

4

10

68
OUR COMMITMENT  

TO LEAVE NO ONE BEHIND



2 3

CONTENT

OUR PEOPLE

80

104

90

112

OUR PERFORMANCE  
AND ACCOUNTABILITY

OUR PARTNERSHIPS  
FOR TRANSFORMATION

WHERE TO FIND US



4 55

UNCTAD ANNUAL REPORT 2017

P
ho

to
 c

re
di

t: 
©

 J
ea

n-
M

ar
c 

Fe
rr

é



4 5

INTRODUCTIONINTRODUCTION

FOREWORD

5

Mukhisa Kituyi, Secretary-General of UNCTAD

The Nairobi Maafikiano, the work programme agreed by UNCTAD member States at the fourteenth session of the United 
Nations Conference on Trade and Development in July 2016, saw its first full year of implementation in 2017.  
The Nairobi Maafikiano, together with the Nairobi Azimio, reoriented and strengthened the UNCTAD work programme on 
gainful integration of developing countries into the world economy in order to align it with the ambitious 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development, the Addis Ababa Action Agenda and the Paris Agreement on climate change.

Moving “from decision to action” to meet the triple promises of 2015 has meant that we at UNCTAD must recast our 
long-standing approach and activities through the prism of the new holistic and interdependent development agenda. 
This has meant working more closely together across the wider United Nations family, as well as across our research 
and analysis work, our intergovernmental consensus-building and our technical cooperation activities. 

The Nairobi Maafikiano orients our unique contributions to sustainable development, financing for development 
and climate action across a number of cross-cutting objectives, including strengthening multilateralism for trade 
and development, advancing structural transformation and resilience, promoting sustainable economic growth, and 
supporting implementation and follow-up to the 2030 Agenda. 

As the new development agenda is interconnected, UNCTAD work invariably touches on all 17 Sustainable Development 
Goals in one way or another. However, our perspective on the Sustainable Development Goals is principally focused on 
the economic dimension of sustainable development, especially the Goals and targets that address prosperity for all and 
global partnership. The new format of the UNCTAD Annual Report 2017: So Much Done, So Much to Do aims at more 
clearly linking the work we do on trade, finance, investment, technology and sustainable development to the results we 
achieve for these specific Sustainable Development Goals.

With the entire United Nations development system engaged in a transition to more effective, combined delivery on the 
collective promises of the 2030 Agenda, we hope that this Annual Report 2017 can make a helpful contribution by showing 
where concrete UNCTAD results fit into this wider picture and deliver impact for the developing countries we serve.



6 76 7

The third UNCTAD E-commerce Week featured more than 30 events 
organized by UNCTAD and 30 partners, and also hosted the first 

gathering of stakeholders of eTrade for all, a global public–private 
initiative, to help developing countries wishing to engage in and 

benefit from e-commerce.

The influential UNCTAD World Investment Report, 2017 focused  
on investment and the digital economy, and how new technology is 

changing the investment landscape in developing countries. 

On his first visit to Africa, the founder and executive 
chairman of Chinese e-commerce giant Alibaba 

Group and UNCTAD special adviser Jack Ma 
launched a training course for entrepreneurs to 
study e-commerce and develop e-buisinesses 

during the Youth Connekt Summit, co-hosted by 
UNCTAD and the Government of Rwanda. 

The Oceans Forum, organized by UNCTAD in Geneva in March 
2017, fed recommendations that were directly channelled into 
two global discussion platforms which followed in 2017 – the 
first-ever Oceans Conference in June in New York, and the World 
Trade Organization’s 11th Ministerial Conference in December 
in Buenos Aires. UNCTAD, with the United Nations Environment 
Programme and the Food and Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations, jointly committed to expand trade-related aspects 
of Sustainable Development Goal 14 between now and 2020 
and announced a new Blue BioTrade Initiative.

More than 300 officials from some 70 countries gathered 
at the first International Forum for National Trade Facilitation 
Committees (NTFCs) in Geneva, Switzerland, in January 2017, 
organized in cooperation with the International Trade Centre, 
the World Bank Group, the World Customs Organization and the 
World Trade Organization. The forum empowered the leaders of 
NTFCs and provided opportunities for them to access funding. 

ENABLING A DIGITAL 
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