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Intra-African migration is a catalyst for economic growth and structural transformation. 
It contributes to gross domestic product, employment, trade, poverty reduction 
and inclusive growth. The Economic Development in Africa Report 2018: Migration 
for Structural Transformation examines how well-managed migration can help to 
address Africa’s development challenges. The Report identifies key actions that 
can be taken at national, regional and continental levels to overcome barriers to 
intra-African mobility. Safe and orderly migration, besides contributing to economic 
growth, can provide the impetus for structural transformation in Africa, and unlock 
the potential of migration to contribute to the achievement of Agenda 2030 for 
Sustainable Development and Africa’s Agenda 2063.
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“Addressing the challenge of 
migration requires an innovative 
approach that allows for assessing 
causes, impact and identifying 
solutions, particularly  
by building synergies between 
development and migration 
policies. We must work together 
to develop an African agenda on 
the topic that would articulate a 
common vision of ways and means 
of dealing with the question of 
migration within our continent and 
in international forums.” 

King Mohammed VI of Morocco
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“As Governments across the world 
work towards a Global Compact for 
Migration, this report offers important 
economic and development insights 
into the dynamics of intra-African 
migration. It reinforces what we know 
to be true of international migration 
more broadly: that migrants make a 
significant contribution to countries of 
both origin and destination. Offering 
clear policy guidance on how African 
countries can harness migration 
for transformative and sustainable 
growth, it is an invaluable guide for 
African policymakers, academics, and 
the broader development community.”

Mr. António Guterres,  
Secretary-General of the United Nations
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Note
The stories of Mamadou, Ramatoulaye and Afwerki, are entirely fictional. Mamadou is 
representative of the average migrant; each of these characters reflects the complex 
situations migrants come across. The story of Yaguine Koïta and Fodé Tounkara is, 
however, true.*1

Country-level detailed figures are available upon request to the UNCTAD secretariat.

In tables: hyphen (-) indicates that the item is not applicable.

Any references to dollars ($) are to United States dollars.

* The boys’ story was reported in various media outlets, as for example in https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=lfAlpGUZYnc, https://www.humanite.fr/node/211952, https://www.theguardian.
com/world/1999/aug/08/stephenbates.theobserver and http://www.lesoir.be/archive/recup/%-
25252Fle-testament-des-jeunes-guineens-morts-de-froid-la-lett_t-19990804-Z0H34Y.html.
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