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DATA SOURCES

The statistics in this publication were produced by the UNCTAD Secretariat by using data from various
sources. This report mainly relies on the United Nations Commodity Trade Statistics Database (COMTRADE)
(comtrade.un.org), UNCTADStat (unctadstat.unctad.org) and UNCTAD TRAINS (unctad.org/tab) as its data
sources. For some indicators the World Investment Report 2013, World Bank Doing Business Indicators 2016,
UNCTAD B2C E-Commerce Index 2016 and ILOSTAT databases have been used. The data has been
standardized to ensure cross country comparisons. Data, although comprehensive and comparable across
countries, does not perfectly reflect national statistics, and thus some discrepancies with specific national
statistics may be present. Unless otherwise specified international trade is defined as trade in goods
(merchandise) and services. Countries are categorized by geographic region as defined by the United Nations
classification (UNSD M49). Developed and developing countries comprise those commonly categorized as
such in United Nations statistics. Product sectors are categorized according to the Broad Economic
Categories (BEC) classification and the International Standard Industrial Classification (ISIC) augmented by five
broad agricultural sectors based on the Harmonized System (HS) classification. Figures are in current United
States of America dollars, except where otherwise specified.
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