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SUMMARY

The Non-Tariff Measures (NTMs) database TRAINS provides information on a broad range 

of policy instruments including traditional trade policy instruments, such as quotas and price 

controls, as well as regulatory and technical measures that stem from important non-trade 

objectives related to health and environmental protection (Sanitary and Phytosanitary (SPS) 

measures and Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT)). The database is a systematic source of 

information and aims to enhance the transparency in NTMs. 

NTMs are here defined as policy measures, other than customs tariffs, that can potentially 

have an economic effect on international trade in goods, changing quantities traded, or prices 

or both. The concept of NTMs is neutral and does not imply a negative impact on trade nor 

any legal judgement.

The International Classification of Non-Tariff Measures (UNCTAD, 2013) provides a taxonomy 

of NTMs. The classification has been developed jointly by UNCTAD and the MAST group, 

a multi-agency group (FAO, IMF, ITC, OECD, UNCTAD, UNIDO, World Bank and WTO) 

supporting transparency in trade. The data structure follows the MAST classification. 

A joint global effort by the African Development Bank, ALADI, ERIA, GRIPS, ITC, KIEP, 

Tripartite (EAC, COMESA, SADC), UNECE, World Bank, and WTO, coordinated by UNCTAD, 

collected the NTMs data mostly in cooperation with the governments. The collected data are 

official measures currently imposed by the country that affect imported or exported products

The data collection follows a standardized approach (UNCTAD, 2016) that ensures cross-

country comparability. 

The data is a comprehensive map of NTMs applied at the time of data collection in a country. 

Data include technical (SPS and TBT) and non-technical measures, divided in chapters 

named A to I. These are all import NTMs. There is also a chapter on export measures, named 

P. Import and export NTMs group, respectively, conditions for import and for export. TRAINS 

covers NTMs data for more than 85 per cent of world trade, and more than 100 countries.

The data include the specific product/s to which they apply, using the HS classification system 

at the tariff line or 6 digit level. Data also include the partner country to which the regulation 

is imposed, implementation dates and the exact source information from official legislation. 

The data is publicly available in the web application TRAINS (trains.unctad.org) and WITS 

(wits.worldbank.org) as well as in MacMap. A researcher file is available at the web application 

TRAINS (Analysis) in STATA format.

Descriptive indicators such as frequency ratio, coverage ratio and prevalence score can be 

more easily constructed using the latter, available in the web application TRAINS (Analysis).
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