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UNCTAD serves as the lead entity within the United  
Nations Secretariat for matters related to foreign direct  
investment (FDI), as well as on matters related to science 
and technology. UNCTAD's work is carried out through 
intergovernmental deliberations, research and analyses, 
technical assistance activities, seminars, workshops and 
conferences.

The term "country" as used in this publication refers, as 
appropriate, to territories or areas. The designations em-
ployed and the presentation of the material do not imply 
the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the 

United Nations concerning the legal status of any country, 
territory, city or area, or of authorities, or of authorities, or 
concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries. 
In addition, the designations of country groups are inten-
ded solely for statistical or an analytical convenience and 
do not necessarily express a judgment about the stage 
of development reached by a particular country or area 
in the development process. Reference to a company, 
public or private centers and national programs and their 
activities should not be construed as an endorsement by 
UNCTAD of those institutions or their activities.
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