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Tourism – in terms of its contribution to gross domestic product, employment 
and trade – is an important sector in many African economies, and its growth is 
increasingly driven by tourists originating from the continent itself. However, most 
African countries still face significant challenges and constraints in exploiting the 
potential of tourism services in trade and economic development. The Economic 
Development in Africa Report 2017: Tourism for Transformative and Inclusive  
Growth examines the role that tourism can play in Africa’s development process. 
It identifies the main barriers to unlocking the potential of tourism in Africa 
to help structurally transform the continent’s economy and provides policy 
recommendations on how to overcome them. In sum, tourism can be an engine  
for inclusive growth and a complement to development strategies aimed at  
fostering economic diversification and structural transformation within an  
appropriate policy context.
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Note
The designations employed and the presentation of the material do not imply the 
expression of any opinion on the part of the United Nations concerning the legal status 
of any country, territory, city or area, or of authorities or concerning the delimitation of 
its frontiers or boundaries. 

The designation employed and the presentation of material on any map in this work do 
not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the United Nations 
concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its authorities, or 
concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.

Any references to dollars ($) are to United States dollars.

Material in this publication may be freely quoted or reprinted, but acknowledgement is 
requested, together with a copy of the publication containing the quotation or reprint to 
be sent to the UNCTAD secretariat.

Regional classifications used in this report
Eastern Africa

Burundi, Comoros, Djibouti, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Kenya, Madagascar, Malawi, Mauritius, 
Mozambique, Rwanda, Seychelles, Somalia, South Sudan, Uganda, United Republic of 
Tanzania, Zambia, Zimbabwe

Middle Africa
Angola, Cameroon, Central African Republic, Chad, Congo, Democratic Republic of the 
Congo, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, Sao Tome and Principe

Northern Africa
Algeria, Egypt, Libya, Morocco, Sudan, Tunisia

Southern Africa
Botswana, Lesotho, Namibia, South Africa, Swaziland

Western Africa
Benin, Burkina Faso, Cabo Verde, Côte d’Ivoire, Gambia, Ghana, Guinea,  
Guinea-Bissau, Liberia, Mali, Mauritania, Niger, Nigeria, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Togo
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