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DISCLAIMER

The designations employed and the presentation of the material in this publication do not imply the expression of 
any opinion on the part of the United Nations concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area, or 
of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.

Material in this publication may be freely quoted or reprinted, but acknowledgement is requested, together with 
a copy of the publication containing the quotation or reprint to be sent to the UNCTAD secretariat.

© Copyright United Nations 2016
All rights reserved
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PREFACE

The series of handbooks on the Generalized System of Preferences (GSP) promotes greater awareness among 
exporters and government officials in developing countries on trading opportunities available under the GSP and 
other preferential trade arrangements and a better understanding on applicable rules and regulations with a view 
to facilitating their effective utilization. The series comprises the following publications: 

•	 Handbook	on	the	Scheme	of	Australia (UNCTAD/ITCD/TSB/Misc.56)

•	 Handbook	on	the	Scheme	of	Canada (UNCTAD/ITCD/TSB/Misc.66)

•	 Handbook	on	the	Scheme	of	the	European	Union (UNCTAD/ITCD/TSB/Misc.25/Rev.4)

•	 Handbook	on	the	Rules	of	Origin	of	the	European	Union (UNCTAD/ITCD/TSB/Misc.25/Rev.3/Add.1)

•	 Handbook	on	the	Scheme	of	Japan (UNCTAD/ITCD/TSB/Misc.42/Rev.3)

•	 Handbook	on	the	Preferential	Tariff	Scheme	of	the	Republic	of	Korea	in	Favour	of	Least	Developed	Countries 
(UNCTAD/ITCD/TSB/Misc.75)

•	 Handbook	on	the	Scheme	of	New	Zealand (UNCTAD/ITCD/TSB/Misc.48)

•	 Handbook	on	the	Scheme	of	Norway (UNCTAD/ITCD/TSB/Misc.29/Rev.1)

•	 Handbook	on	the	Scheme	of	Switzerland (UNCTAD/ITCD/TSB/Misc.28/Rev.3)

•	 Handbook	on	the	Scheme	of	Turkey (UNCTAD/ITCD/TSB/Misc.74)

•	 Handbook	on	the	Scheme	of	the	United	States	of	America (present volume)

•	 Generalized	System	of	Preferences	–	List	of	Beneficiaries (UNCTAD/ITCD/TSB/Misc.62/Rev.6)

•	 The	African	Growth	and	Opportunity	Act:	A	Preliminary	Assessment (UNCTAD/ITCD/TSB/2003/1)

•	 Quantifying	 the	Benefits	Obtained	by	Developing	Countries	 from	 the	Generalized	System	of	Preferences 
(UNCTAD/ITCD/TSB/Misc.52)

•	 Trade	Preferences	for	LDCs:	An	Early	Assessment	of	Benefits	and	Possible	Improvements  
(UNCTAD/ITCD/TSB/2003/8)

These publications are also available on the Internet: www.unctad.org/gsp.

For further information on the scheme, readers are invited to contact: 

Ms. Mina Mashayekhi 
Head, Trade Negotiations and Commercial Diplomacy Branch
Division on International Trade in Goods and Services, and Commodities
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development 
Palais des Nations
CH 1211 Geneva 10
Switzerland
Tel.: 41 22 917 5866
Fax: 41 22 917 0044



iv HANDBOOK ON THE SCHEME OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

NOTES

This handbook has been prepared by the UNCTAD secretariat drawing on its ongoing work on the GSP and 
other preferential market access issues. The handbook aims to provide a general explanation of the United 
States scheme to allow developing country government officials and experts to gain a better understanding of 
the scheme to promote its better utilization.

The handbook is essentially based on publicly available official information, as well as that provided by the 
permanent mission of the United States to the United Nations Office at Geneva, Switzerland. 

Readers may also visit: www.unctad.org/gsp.
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ABBREVIATIONS

AGOA   African Growth and Opportunity Act 

CITA  Committee for the Implementation of Textile Agreements

CNL   competitive need limitation

GATT   General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 

GSP  Generalized System of Preferences 

HTSUS  Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the United States 

LDBC  lesser developed beneficiary country (used under the AGOA)

LDBDC   least developed beneficiary developing country (used under the GSP)

LDC  least developed country

NAFTA  North American Free Trade Agreement

NTR   normal trade relations

OPEC  Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries

USC   United States Code 

USITC  United States International Trade Commission 

USTR   Office of the United States Trade Representative 

WTO   World Trade Organization
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