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NOTE

The terms country/economy as used in this Report also refer, as appropriate, to territories or areas; the designations 
employed and the presentation of the material do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of 
the Secretariat of the United Nations concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its authori-
ties, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries. In addition, the designations of country groups are 
intended solely for statistical or analytical convenience and do not necessarily express a judgment about the stage of 
development reached by a particular country or area in the development process. The major country groupings used 
in this Report follow the classification of the United Nations Statistical Office. Details of the classification are provided 
in Annex I of this Report. 

The boundaries and names shown and designations used on the maps presented in this publication do not imply of-
ficial endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations.

Symbols which may have been used in the tables denote the following:

• Two dots (..) indicate that data are not available or are not separately reported. Rows in tables are omitted in those 
cases where no data are available for any of the elements in the row.

• A dash (–) indicates that the item is equal to zero or its value is negligible.

• A blank in a table indicates that the item is not applicable, unless otherwise indicated.

• A slash (/) between dates representing years (e.g., 1994/95) indicates a financial year.

• Use of a dash (–) between dates representing years (e.g. 1994–1995) signifies the full period involved, including the 
beginning and end years.

• Reference to “dollars” ($) means United States dollars, unless otherwise indicated.

• Details and percentages in tables do not necessarily add to totals because of rounding.
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PREFACE 

PREFACE

Building productive capacities and promoting sustainable industrialization have an important role to play across the 
spectrum of the integrated 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. The Agenda recognizes that the notion of 
sustainable industrialization is multi-faceted: it is not solely limited to environmental sustainability, but refers to efforts 
that are technology-led, productivity enhancing and poverty-reducing. It is based on the understanding that no indus-
trial policy is complete without an accompanying innovation policy. Both are essential and complementary to shaping 
developmental outcomes and creating prosperity for all. 

The UNCTAD Technology and Innovation Report of 2015 addresses this urgent policy priority by analyzing the crucial 
role of technological learning and innovation capacity. Promoting industrialization is a challenge throughout the world. 
This report helps to address some of the questions that policymakers face when seeking to forge new paths to secure 
a prosperous future for their people. 

I encourage governments, policymakers and development partners to use this report as a resource as they seek to 
formulate the most effective approaches to achieving the Sustainable Development Goals. 

BAN Ki-moon

Secretary General

United Nations
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