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Preface

all youth entering the working population and to offer them prospects of a decent wage. Harnessing 
entrepreneurial talents among young people and easing constraints of the labour market is vital for 
employment generation and inclusive growth. 

Current demographic trends and the explosion of youth unemployment is forcing youth entrepreneurship 
to the centre of global policy discussions and of the post-2015 development agenda. 

Gripping the development needs and rights of young people, and empowering them, is a priority for 
both the Commonwealth and the United Nations. 

The International Year of Youth 2010-2011, led the UN Secretary-General to task the UN Volunteer 
Programme to establish a Unit on Youth, and also the UN Inter-Agency Network on Youth Development 

Commonwealth for its part includes young people in policy work and high level meetings such as those 
of Commonwealth Heads of Government and of Commonwealth Youth Ministers. This focus on Youth is 
a core stand-alone element in the Commonwealth Secretariat’s strategic plan. Youth entrepreneurship 
has been a priority of the Commonwealth’s work for many years, driving such programmes as the 
Commonwealth Youth Credit Initiative, and the Commonwealth Alliance of Young Entrepreneurs. 
The Commonwealth has also been a global leader in developing a Youth Development Index and 
professionalising youth work.
 
The Policy Guide on Youth Entrepreneurship developed jointly by UNCTAD and the Commonwealth, 
is an important contribution to the efforts of the United Nations system and the Commonwealth to 

developing countries and in transition economies to design policies and programmes, and to establish 
institutions that will promote youth entrepreneurship, providing the foundation for achieving job creation 
through the development, expansion and growth of youth-led enterprises.

This Guide builds on the UNCTAD Entrepreneurship Policy Framework (EPF), launched in Doha in 

including the implementation of UNCTAD’s Empretec Programme and the Commonwealth Youth Credit 
Initiative. 

valuable support to policymakers in their efforts to promote youth economic empowerment.

H.E. Kamalesh Sharma 

Commonwealth Secretary-General
Mukhisa Kituyi

UNCTAD Secretary-General
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