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Note

This publication has been developed as a handbook aimed at better understanding the
intellectual property implications of the 1992 Convention on Biological Diversity and the
2010 Nagoya Protocol on Access to Genetic Resources and the Fair and Equitable Sharing of
Benefits arising from their Utilization. When used as a textbook, it can be adapted to courses
of various formats, including lectures, distance learning and blended learning.

The German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ)
commissioned the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) to
develop this handbook in cooperation with German International Cooperation (GIZ).
UNCTAD is mandated to undertake research and analysis on trade and development aspects
of intellectual property, including on the protection of traditional knowledge, genetic
resources and folklore and fair and equitable sharing (paragraph 105 of the Accra Accord
(2008) and paragraph 65(j) of the Doha Mandate (2012)). UNCTAD’s work is carried out
through intergovernmental deliberations, research and analyses, technical assistance activities,
seminars, workshops and conferences.

The term “country” as used in this publication refers, as appropriate, to territories or areas.
The designations employed and the presentation of the material do not imply the expression
of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the United Nations concerning the legal status of any
country, territory, city or area, or of authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers
or boundaries. In addition, the designations of country groups are intended solely for
statistical or an analytical convenience and do not necessarily express a judgment about the
stage of development reached by a particular country or area in the development process.
Reference to a company, public or private centres and national programmes and their
activities should not be construed as an endorsement by UNCTAD of those institution or their
activities.
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