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DISCLAIMER

The designations employed and the presentation of the material in this publication do not imply the expression 

of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat of the United Nations concerning the legal status of any 

country, territory, city or area or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries. 

Material in this publication may be freely quoted or reprinted, but acknowledgement is requested, together with 

a reference to the document number. A copy of the publication containing the quotation or reprinted material 

should be sent to the UNCTAD secretariat, Palais des Nations, 1211 Geneva 10, Switzerland.
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PREFACE

This handbook is a part of a series of publications aimed at helping exporters, producers and government officials 

to utilize the trade opportunities available under the various Generalized System of Preferences (GSP) schemes.

The series comprises the following publications:

Publications in the Generalized System of Preferences series

Handbook on the Scheme of Australia 

(UNCTAD/ITCD/TSB/Misc.56)

Handbook on the Scheme of Canada 

(UNCTAD/ITCD/TSB/Misc.66/Rev.1)

Handbook on the Scheme of the European Community 

(UNCTAD/ITCD/TSB/Misc.25/Rev.3)

Handbook on the Rules of Origin of the European Union

(UNCTAD/ITCD/TSB/Misc.25/Rev.3/Add.1)

Handbook on the Preferential Tariff Scheme of the Republic of Korea in Favour of Least Developed Countries

(UNCTAD/ITCD/TSB/Misc.75)

Handbook on the Scheme of Japan 

(UNCTAD/ITCD/TSB/Misc.42/Rev.4)

Handbook on the Scheme of New Zealand 

(UNCTAD/ITCD/TSB/Misc.48)

Handbook on the Scheme of Norway 

(UNCTAD/ITCD/TSB/Misc.29/Rev.1)

Handbook on the Scheme of Switzerland 

(Present volume)

Handbook on the Scheme of Turkey 

(UNCTAD/ITCD/TSB/Misc.74)

Handbook on the Scheme of the United States of America 

(UNCTAD/ITCD/TSB/Misc.58/Rev.2)

List of GSP Beneficiaries 

(UNCTAD/ITCD/TSB/Misc.62/Rev.5)

AGOA: A Preliminary Assessment 

(UNCTAD/ITCD/TSB/2003/1)

Quantifying the Benefits Obtained by Developing Countries from the GSP 

UNCTAD/ITCD/TSB/Misc.52)

Trade Preferences for LDCs: An Early Assessment of Benefits and Possible Improvement 

(UNCTAD/ITCD/TSB/2003/8)

These publications are also available from http://www.unctad.org/gsp

For further information on the Trade Negotiations and Commercial Diplomacy Branch and its activities, please 

contact:

 Ms. Mina Mashayekhi
 Head, Trade Negotiations and Commercial Diplomacy Branch
 Division of International Trade in Goods and Services, and Commodities
 United Nations Conference on Trade and Development
 Palais des Nations
 CH 1211 Geneva 10, Switzerland
 Tel: +41 22 917 56 40
 Fax: +41 22 917 00 44
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NOTE

This handbook has been prepared by the UNCTAD secretariat based on the information below: 

(Status: 1 January 2013) 

RS 946.39, (Status: 1 January 2013).

These documents are available in German, French and Italian on the website of the Federal Authorities of the 

Swiss Confederation:

This handbook provides a general explanation of the Swiss Generalized System of Preferences (GSP) to allow 

officials and users responsible or involved in GSP issues to gain a better understanding of the scheme.  It is 

meant to serve as general guide to the Swiss GSP and not intended to provide legal advice. 

In case of discrepancies between this handbook and the legal texts the latter shall prevail.

For further inquiries please contact: 

Directorate General of Customs
Section Origin and Textiles
Monbijoustr. 40
3003 Bern
Switzerland
Tel: +41 (0) 32 322 65 11
Fax: +41 (0) 31 322 78 72
Email:  zentrale.ozd-tarif@ezv.admin.ch
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CHECKLIST:  
HOW TO BENEFIT FROM  

THE SWISS GENERALIZED SYSTEM OF PREFERENCES

Step 1: Establish the product’s tariff classification

Establish the correct tariff classification by consulting the Customs Tariff and identifying the tariff item number 

based on the Harmonized System (HS) of the product intended for export to Switzerland.

Step 2: Check the product coverage
Find out whether your product is eligible for preference under the Swiss GSP. To do so, consult annexes 2 and 

3: Product coverage. 

Step 3: Assess the preferential margin
If your product is eligible for preferential treatment under the Swiss GSP, you should assess the preferential 

margin to determine the price you can offer your buyer or importer.

Step 4: Comply with origin criteria
Make sure that your product complies with the rules of origin for the Swiss GSP. 

Step 5: Check consignment conditions
Make sure that the consignment conditions specified are met.

Step 6: Prepare documentary evidence
The Swiss GSP requires one of the following papers as documentary evidence:

Certificate of origin Form A;

Replacement certificate of origin Form A endorsed by the Customs authorities of a member State of the 

European Union (EU), Norway or Turkey1 on the basis of a certificate of origin, Form A issued by an approved 

authority in the country of origin; or

Invoice declaration. 

When inputs originating in Switzerland are cumulated in the products concerned, a certificate EUR.1 must 

be issued by the Swiss Customs authorities. 

Step 7: If you have questions
For questions relating to tariff classification, duties, origin requirements, customs and administrative procedures, 

contact the General Directorate of Swiss Customs authorities. 
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