


UUNCTADDD is the Unitted Nattionns focal point foorr trade annd 
ddeveloppmment, and fforr inteerreelated issues iinn tthe areaas 
oof finannnce, teechnooloogy, iinveestmennt and ssustainable 
ddevelopppment. Ourr oobjectivee is to assist ddeevelopinng 
ccountriees, esppeciallyy the leeasst develooped coouuntries, annd 
ccountriees witth ecoonomies in transsition, ttoo integratte 
bbenefi ciiaally intoo the global eeconomy. WWe also sseeek to help 
tthe inteerrnationnal commmmunityy prromote a global paartnership 
ffor deveeelopmeent, incrrease coherencee in globbaal econommic 
ppolicymaaking, and asssure ddeveelopmennt gainss foor all from 
ttrade.

WWe conndduct ahead-oof--the-ccurvve reseaarch andd aanalysis oon 
bboth lonng-stannding and emmerrging developmmeennt issues. 
WWe buildd conssensuss arounnd eefforts tto prommootte national 
aand intteernatioonal ppolicies annd strattegies ccoonnducive tto 
ddevelopmment. And wwe suppportt countrries in immpplementinng 
ttheir deevvelopmment sstrrategies, helpingg them too overcomme 
tthe challlengess of gloobalizattion and seiize the oopppportunitiees 
ffrom it.
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UNCTAD 
IN NUMBERS

 194 Member States

 47  Years of promoting the development-friendly integration of developing 

countries into the world economy

 3 Pillars of work:

  - Consensus-building

  - Research and analysis

  - Technical cooperation

 5 Main programmes of work:

  - Globalization and development strategies

  - Africa, the least developed countries and special programmes

  - International trade in goods and services, and commodities

  - Investment and enterprise development

  - Technology and logistics

 510 Staff members from 97 countries

 $68m Total regular budget for 2011, from the regular budget of the United Nations

 $44m  Amount of voluntary contributions for operational activities, of which 

33 per cent was contributed by developing countries and countries with 

economies in transition (see also annex B for further information)

 36% Of total project expenditures allocated to the least developed countries

 7,069 Citations of UNCTAD’s work in the international media in 2011

  To fi nd out more about UNCTAD, please visit http://www.unctad.org.
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The global economic recovery is faltering. World 

GDP in 2011 was predicted to grow by 3 per cent, at 

best, compared with 3.9 per cent in 2010. Fears of a 

double dip recession in the advanced countries loom 

large and, while developing countries have fared bet-

ter in recent years, with growth rates in 2011 averag-

ing over 6 per cent, many countries have relied heav-

ily on external demand and high commodity prices 

rather than an expansion in productive capacity. A 

sharp slowdown in the global economy will reverber-

ate across all regions.

UNCTAD continues to be concerned by a number of 

factors in the global economy that are causing per-

sistent instability and inequality. These include the 

lopsided infl uence of fi nancial markets, high levels 

of indebtedness, trade imbalances, rising unemploy-

ment, uneven economic growth, upward trends in 

food prices, and the volatility of exchange rates and 

commodity prices that are particularly damaging for 

developing countries. Poverty remains extensive 

despite rapid growth rates, particularly in the least 

developed countries (LDCs), where structural trans-

formation has been elusive. Too many people are 

missing out on development. 

UNCTAD has for some years been critical of fi nance-

driven globalization. Our work in 2011 continued to 

highlight the limitations of the prevailing economic 

paradigm and to promote alternatives, particularly 

in our fl agship reports. In the past year, we focused 

much of our research on the weakening global re-

covery and the policy challenges posed, especially 

for trade and development. We continued to ad-

vance policy debates in international globalization in 

areas such as employment creation, South–South 

cooperation, renewable energy, international pro-

duction and industrial development. Our message 

has been getting across. Our warning that a return 

to business as usual will be damaging to countries 

at all levels of development is now being echoed by 

other international bodies. 
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This year also saw an expansion in our outreach ef-

forts with participation in high-level dialogues across 

several policy themes. Expert group meetings as 

well as other stakeholder conferences organized in 

Geneva and elsewhere – such as the Global Com-

modities Forum, the Debt Management Conference, 

the World Investment Forum and the Public Sympo-

sium – were very well attended and much appreci-

ated. We made key contributions to many interna-

tional gatherings, in particular the Fourth United Na-

tions Conference on the Least Developed Countries 

(LDC–IV) in Istanbul and the fi fty-eighth session of 

the Trade and Development Board in September. In 

2011, UNCTAD strengthened its work in other areas, 

particularly in gender and development as well as 

climate change. We have been active in preparations 

for the Rio+20 Conference, which will take place in 

June 2012. 

In 2012, these elements will be consolidated as we 

gear up for UNCTAD XIII in Doha in April. The Confer-

ence theme, adopted by the member States, will be 

Development-centred globalization: Towards inclu-

sive and sustainable growth and development. This 

theme anticipates an emerging consensus on a new 

set of development priorities, principles and policies 

aimed at turning the fragile recovery into a balanced 

and secure future for all. UNCTAD XIII will be a forum

for fl eshing out the details of this consensus and 

formulating a coherent strategy. 

UNCTAD XIII will be the fi rst major United Nations 

ministerial conference on trade and development 

since the economic recovery began to falter, and 

will be a timely opportunity for refl ection and discus-

sion. The global economic context is very different 

from that of the last UNCTAD Conference in Accra. 

We are now at a watershed. With more interest than 

ever in an alternative economic framework, I am 

hopeful that UNCTAD XIII will help the international 

community to make progress towards a fairer and 

more stable global system. 
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