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Introduction 
UNCTAD, in collaboration with the OECS and CITES, and with the financial support 
of the European Union through the RIGHT Programme, implemented the first phase 
of the regional project, “Seizing the Trade and Business Potential of Blue BioTrade 
Products for Promoting Sustainable Livelihoods and Conservation of Marine Diversity 
in Selected OECS Countries (Blue BioTrade project)” from October 2020 until the 
end of 2022. The objective of the Blue BioTrade project is to empower small-scale 
coastal producers from OECS Member States to produce and trade queen conch 
(Strombus gigas) products in domestic, regional and international markets under 
Blue BioTrade environmental, social and economic sustainability criteria, including 
CITES considerations. The OECS Blue BioTrade Regional Plan of Action for the 
Eastern Caribbean Queen Conch Value Chain is a key output of the project.
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The Blue BioTrade Principles and Criteria
UNCTAD defines “BioTrade” as “…the activities of collection/production, 
transformation and commercialisation of goods and services derived from native 
biodiversity under criteria of environmental, social and economic sustainability”. 
Based on best practices, lessons learned and the successes of BioTrade’s 26 years 
of implementation in nearly 100 countries, and building on international mandates 
and agreements on the conservation and sustainable use of the ocean and its 
resources, the emerging concept of Blue BioTrade has considerable potential to 
promote sustainability and equity in the production of marine-based goods and 
services, subject to the following minimimum eligibility requirements:

 � focusing on material derived from coastal and marine biodiversity (e.g., living 
coastal and marine species) 

 � refraining from unsustainable mineral extraction of sands, metals, oil and gas, 
and from unsustainable energy generation

 � neither using nor developing genetically modified organisms

 � neither introducing nor encouraging the introduction of invasive species 

 � the activity does not harvest/catch, use, disrupt, or otherwise threaten 
endangered species, including those covered in CITES Appendix I and in 
national and regional endangered species lists

 � neither causing nor encouraging the degradation or transformation of marine 
and coastal ecosystems, e.g., via the draining of wetlands 

 � Neither undertaking nor encouraging any form of illegal, unreported and 
unregulated (IUU) fishing or other illegal activities, per the Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nation’s (FAO’s) International Plan of Action to 
Prevent, Deter and Eliminate IUU Fishing 

 � applying the precautionary approach, as described in the Rio Principles and 
in the United Nations Fish Stocks Agreement of 1995.

As a sustainable sourcing model applicable to both business-to-business and 
business-to-consumer transactions, Blue BioTrade aims to promote trade and 
investment in marine biological resources in line with social, economic and 
environmental sustainability criteria, known as the BioTrade Principles and Criteria 
(BT P&C). Integrating the guidance under the BT P&C into marine planning and 
governance can promote the sustainable use of scarce and vital oceanic living 
resources and lessen the negative impacts of human and economic activities on 
marine ecosystems. The seven BioTrade principles in which this regional plan of 
action is grounded are:
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