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NOTE

Within the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) Division on Technology 
and Logistics, the E-Commerce and Digital Economy Branch conducts analytical work on the 
development implications of information and communication technologies (ICTs), e-commerce and 
the digital economy. It is responsible for the preparation of the Digital Economy Report as well as 
thematic studies on ICT for Development. 

The Branch promotes international dialogue on ICT for development issues. It contributes to 
strengthening the capacities of developing countries to measure the digital economy and to 
design and implement relevant policies and legal frameworks. It also monitors the overall state 
of e-commerce legislation (https://unctad.org/page/cyberlaw-tracker-country-detail). Since 2016, 
the Branch has been coordinating a multi-stakeholder initiative called eTrade for all (https://
etradeforall.org/), which aims to improve the capacity of developing countries, in particular the 
least developed countries (LDCs), to harness e-commerce. The initiative is also behind the eTrade 
Readiness Assessments, which are based on the seven policy areas of the initiative, and of the 
eTrade for Women programme, launched in 2019, which aims to promote a more inclusive digital 
economy, in particular through its network of Advocates. These women digital entrepreneurs are 
active in all developing regions, and contribute to capacity-building, mentoring and awareness-
raising activities for more inclusive policies of this kind.

The following typographical signs were used in the tables: 

• Two dots (..) mean that data are not available or are not provided separately. In the event 
that no data were available for all the elements composing a row of an array, they were 
omitted; 

• A dash (-) means that the element under consideration is zero or that its value is negligible. 

Unless otherwise stated, the term “dollar” means the dollar of the United States of America. 

Due to rounding, the figures and percentages in the tables do not necessarily add up to the totals 
shown. 

The exchange rate used at the time of writing was 0.0017 dollar to 1 CFA franc.

https://etradeforall.org/
https://etradeforall.org/
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