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FOREWORD

As we publish this report, the Asia-Pacific region is grappling with the devastating consequences of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. A collective response will be needed to contain the loss of life and address this evolving 
human crisis. Beyond the immediate social and economic impacts, we still know too little about this new 
virus to draw conclusions about the scale or scope of its long-term effects. However, it is clear that a return 
to “business as usual” will not serve a region that is already off track to achieve the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs). 

Transformative approaches will be needed for progress, especially on goals facing the most persistent 
shortcomings. This report shows that some countries have been able to move faster than others and make 
progress on various aspects of the 2030 Agenda. It focuses on six interlinked transformative entry points that 
are key to the Global Decade of Action to deliver the SDGs by 2030. 

Keeping focus on the 2030 Agenda as a beacon in these turbulent times is now more important than ever. 
The disruptions wrought by the pandemic are cause for introspection and a gateway for a shift in social 
values that may ease the way for transformations. The pandemic has brought to the forefront how many 
people in our societies live precariously close to poverty and hunger, without access to essential services to 
safeguard their health. It has also revealed that we are only as safe, and as strong, as the weakest and most 
vulnerable among us. The pandemic has changed the ways in which many people work and consume, and 
hastened the uptake of technologies, in ways that may help create opportunities to accelerate progress 
on the Global Goals. 

Responses to the COVID-19 crisis must be centred on the needs of people, and promote empowerment, 
equality and environmental sustainability. The imperative to ensure that no one is left behind has never been 
as urgent, or as daunting. We will need to support countries in securing the financing they need to weather 
this crisis. A compelling sense of direction and urgency, a bold commitment to remove systemic barriers to 
change and promote people’s rights, a readiness of institutions and diverse groups in society to innovate, and 
an upgraded and updated approach to policymaking that better manages complexity will all be essential. 

Each of our institutions has been mobilized to support a well-directed, inclusive and well-resourced response. 
We are pleased to issue this joint report at this critical juncture, in the hope that it will support actions to 
fast-track Asia-Pacific transformations for the achievement of the SDGs.
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