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ASIA AND THE PACIFIC
The Asia and Pacific region varies in area depending on which context, but it typically includes much of East Asia, South 
Asia, Southeast Asia, and Oceania.

The term ‘Asia and the Pacific’ used in this report comprises nine countries: from South Asia, India; from Southeast Asia, 
Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, Thailand and Viet Nam; from East Asia, China and the Republic of Korea; and from Oceania, 
Australia. These countries were selected by Youth Co:Lab and GEM as they cover a broad range of the region’s nations, and 
have datasets that are available as part of the GEM process.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
The authors would like to express their gratitude to all participating GEM 2015 national teams for their crucial role in 
conducting the GEM survey in their respective economies. The authors would like to extend special thanks to Jonathan 
Carmona and Alicia Coduras for their contribution to the data collection procedures and data analysis, to Donna Kelley for 
her valuable comments and to Nicholas Taylor for editing this report. Thanks also to the entire Youth Co:Lab Team for their 
support and coordination : Beniam Gebrezghi, Marie Louise Schwarzenberg, Savinda Ranathunga, Ana Norman Bermudez and 
Karuna Kumar. Thanks to Rothko Marketing for help with the typesetting of this report.



3

ABOUT YOUTH CO:LAB 
Co-created in 2017 by the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and the 
Citi Foundation, Youth Co:Lab aims to establish a common agenda for Asia-Pacific 
countries to empower youth and accelerate the implementation of the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) through youth leadership,  social innovation and 
entrepreneurship. By developing 21st century skills, catalyzing and sustaining youth-
led start-ups and social enterprises across the region, Youth Co:Lab aims to position 
young people front and center in order to solve the region’s most pressing challenges. 
In addition to supporting youth entrepreneurship, Youth Co:Lab also works closely with 
multiple stakeholders across the region, including governments, civil society and the 
private sector, to strengthen the entrepreneurship ecosystem in order to better enable 
young people to take the lead on new solutions that will help meet the SDGs. 

This Youth Co:Lab’s research initiative is co-led by UNDP (USA) and Citi Foundation (USA).

ABOUT UNDP
UNDP partners with people at all levels of society 
to help build nations that can withstand crisis, 
and drive and sustain the kind of growth that 
improves the quality of life for everyone. On the 
ground in nearly 170 countries and territories, 
we offer global perspective and local insight to 
help empower lives and build resilient nations.

ABOUT GEM

GLOBAL ENTREPRENEURSHIP MONITOR

The Global Entrepreneurship Monitor (GEM) is a collaborative 
effort of research teams in more than 100 economies across 
the globe to study entrepreneurial phenomena worldwide. GEM 
partners with various international organizations to help leverage 
its publicly available knowledge, in order to equip policy makers 
with information that helps them to stimulate entrepreneurship 
for a better world.

GEM is supported by Babson College (USA), Universidad del 
Desarrollo (Chile), Universiti Tun Abdul Razak (Malaysia), the 
Korean Entrepreneurship Foundation (Republic of Korea), and 
Tecnólogico de Monterrey (Mexico). 



4YOUTH ENTREPRENEURSHIP IN ASIA AND THE PACIFIC 2018/19

Ulrike Guelich is an Assistant Professor at the Bangkok University School of 
Entrepreneurship and Management. Her 25 years of entrepreneurship experience 
include working in her family-owned manufacturing business and leading an IT start-
up as a supplier to the automotive industry. Ulrike’s research interests revolve around 
women’s entrepreneurship, the use of entrepreneurial networks and their influence on 
innovation in entrepreneurial activities. 

Ulrike joined the GEM Thailand team in 2012 and is currently its team leader. She has 
contributed to several national and international reports on entrepreneurial activities, 
attitudes and aspirations. She is also a member of the Board of Directors with the 
Global Entrepreneurship Research Association (GERA) the umbrella organization that 
hosts GEM. 

Niels Bosma is an Associate Professor with the Utrecht University School of Economics 
and is particularly interested in the entrepreneurial and innovative behaviour of 
individuals in regional and social contexts. He is the co-founder and coordinator of the 
Utrecht University Social Entrepreneurship Initiative and a member of GECES, an expert 
group advising the European Commission on activities related to the Social Business 
Initiative. 

Niels is currently Chair of the Board of Directors with GERA, the umbrella organization 
that hosts the Global Entrepreneurship Monitor (GEM). He has also been GEM’s 
research director and has co-authored various GEM Global Reports between 2006 and 
2013. 

ABOUT THE AUTHORS

LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS

APS Adult Population Survey

EFC Entrepreneurial Framework Conditions

ISCED International Standard Classification of 
Education System

GEM Global Entrepreneurship Monitor

MENA Middle East and North Africa

MSME Micro, Small and Medium-sized Enterprises 

NEET Not in Education, Employment or Training

NES National Expert Survey

SME Small and Medium-sized Enterprise

SDG Sustainable Development Goals

TEA Total Early-stage Entrepreneurial Activity

UN United Nations

UNCDF United Nations Capital Development Fund

UNCTAD United Nations Conference on Trade and 
Development

UNDESA United Nations Department of Economic and 
Social Affairs

UNDP United Nations Development Programme

UNESCO United Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organisation



5

ASIA AND THE PACIFIC .............................................................................................................................................................. 2
ABOUT YOUTH CO:LAB .............................................................................................................................................................. 3
ABOUT UNDP ............................................................................................................................................................................. 3
ABOUT  GEM .............................................................................................................................................................................. 3
ABOUT THE AUTHORS ................................................................................................................................................................ 4
LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS ........................................................................................................................................................... 4
LIST OF TABLES ......................................................................................................................................................................... 5
LIST OF FIGURES ....................................................................................................................................................................... 6
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY .............................................................................................................................................................. 7

CHAPTER 1:  ABOUT THE GLOBAL ENTREPRENEURSHIP MONITOR ...................................................................................... 11
1.1 The GEM Theoretical Model and Data Sources ................................................................................................12
1.2 Adult Population Survey ...................................................................................................................................13
1.3 National Expert Survey (NES) ...........................................................................................................................13
1.4 Potential Gaps in the Research Study ..............................................................................................................14

CHAPTER 2: TRENDS IN YOUTH ENTREPRENEURSHIP AND YOUTH SOCIAL ENTREPRENEURSHIP IN ASIA 
AND THE PACIFIC  ............................................................................................................................................. 15
2.1 Youth Population Trends ...................................................................................................................................16
2.2 Youth Entrepreneurship ....................................................................................................................................17
2.3 Activities and Aspirations of Youth Entrepreneurs in Asia and the Pacific ......................................................17

CHAPTER 3:  YOUTH ENTREPRENEURS AND SOCIAL ENTREPRENEURSHIP .......................................................................... 25
3.1 Youth Social Entrepreneurship and Gender .....................................................................................................30
3.2 Comparison of Broad And Narrow Definitions of Social Entrepreneurship ......................................................30
3.3 Visibility of Social Entrepreneurship in Asia and the Pacific  ...........................................................................32

CHAPTER 4:  YOUTH ENTREPRENEURS AND FINANCIAL SUPPORT ....................................................................................... 33
4.1 Sources of Funding for Youth Social Entrepreneurs in Asia and the Pacific  ...................................................34

CHAPTER 5:  THE ENTREPRENEURIAL ECOSYSTEM IN Asia and the Pacific  ........................................................................ 37
5.1 The Entrepreneurship Ecosystem in Asia and the Pacific ................................................................................39
5.2 The Ecosystem for Youth Social Entrepreneurs in Asia and the Pacific ...........................................................43
5.3 The Ecosystem for Financial Support for Youth Entrepreneurship in Asia and the Pacific ..............................45

CHAPTER 6:  GOVERNMENTS AND YOUTH ENTREPRENEURS – RECOMMENDATIONS FOR POLICY ...................................... 49
6.1 Entrepreneurship Education .............................................................................................................................50
6.2  Social Entrepreneurship Education and Financial Inclusion  ...........................................................................51

REFERENCES........................................................................................................................................................................... 53

Appendix 1:  Organisations and Programmes in Asia and the Pacific with a Focus on Youth Entrepreneurship .......................55
Appendix 2:  Country Profiles .....................................................................................................................................................58
Appendix 3:  Data Table Entrepreneurial Ecosystem in Asia and the Pacific .............................................................................68
Appendix 4:  National Teams ......................................................................................................................................................69

CONTENTS



6YOUTH ENTREPRENEURSHIP IN ASIA AND THE PACIFIC 2018/19

LIST OF TABLES

Table 1:  The GEM Entrepreneurial Framework Conditions (EFCs) .............................................................................................14
Table 2:  Current and future youth population in Asia and the Pacific .......................................................................................17
Table 3:   Comparison of growth aspirations and innovative activities of younger and older small business owners, 

average percentage across the region (CPA, 2016) ....................................................................................................22
Table 4:  Funding required for start-up youth social entrepreneurs in Asia and the Pacific, by country ....................................36
Table 5:  Key Indicators of the Economic Profile in the targeted Asia and the Pacific Economies, 2017 .................................38
Table 6:  Global Competitiveness Index 2017-2018 Rankings (out of 137 economies) ...........................................................39
Table 7:  Global Competitiveness Index .....................................................................................................................................40
Table 8:  Development phase averages for entrepreneurship ecosystem in 10 countries in Asia and the Pacific ....................42

LIST OF FIGURES

Figure 1: GEM Conceptual Model .............................................................................................................................................12
Figure 2: Youth aged 15-24 years, by region, 1950-2060 .......................................................................................................16
Figure 3: ‘Total early-stage entrepreneurial activity (TEA)’ in Asia and the Pacific, (percentage, by age group) .....................18
Figure 4:  Perceived opportunities, entrepreneurial intentions (self-assessment) and total early-stage 

entrepreneurial activity, percentage by age group ....................................................................................................18
Figure 5: Entrepreneurial networks, skills perceptions and fear of failure, by age group ........................................................19
Figure 6: Percentage of respondents who know other start-up entrepreneurs, by age group .................................................20
Figure 7: Percentage of respondents who perceive themselves as having the right skills or experience 

to start a business, by age group ..............................................................................................................................20
Figure 8: Percentage of respondents who fear their business might fail, by age group ..........................................................21
Figure 9:  Perceived opportunities, entrepreneurial intentions and TEA by educational level (averages across the region)....21
Figure 10:  Innovation levels of TEA, by region (regard their products or services as new to all or some 

customers and perceive few or no competitors with the same product on offer) .....................................................23
Figure 11: Innovation levels of entrepreneurs in Asia and the Pacific, by age group .................................................................23
Figure 12:  Innovation levels (new markets) of TEA in Asia and the Pacific, by country and age groups (self-assessed) ..........24
Figure 13:  Technology use* and technology level of businesses** in Asia and the Pacific, by age group ...............................24
Figure 14:  Educational level of social entrepreneurs in Asia and the Pacific ............................................................................27
Figure 15:  Social entrepreneurship rates, broad measure, by country ......................................................................................27
Figure 16:  Social entrepreneurship rates, comparison of broad and narrow measures, by country..........................................28
Figure 17:  Start-up rates of social enterprises in Asia and the Pacific, by age group (percentage of adult population) ...........28
Figure 18:  Nascent versus operational social enterprises in Asia and the Pacific, percentage of each age group. ..................29
Figure 19:   Nascent versus operational youth social enterprises in Asia and the Pacific, percentage of 

businesses by country ...............................................................................................................................................29
Figure 20:   Discontinuation of businesses in Asia and the Pacific, social entrepreneurs versus all entrepreneurs, 

by age group ..............................................................................................................................................................30
Figure 21:  Female to male ratio of social versus all start-ups in Asia and the Pacific, by age group ........................................30
Figure 22:   Social entrepreneurial activity broad vs. narrow measure in Asia and the Pacific, by country, percentage 

of adult population ....................................................................................................................................................31
Figure 23:  Visibility of social entrepreneurs in Asia and the Pacific, by age groups ..................................................................32
Figure 24:  Total credit gap of formal and informal enterprises ..................................................................................................34
Figure 25:   Comparison of funding sources for social start-ups, commercial early-stage and commercial 

established businesses in Asia and the Pacific (percentage of businesses who used this funding source) ...........38
Figure 26:   Development phase averages for the entrepreneurship ecosystem in 10 countries in Asia and the Pacific 

(Weighted average of experts’ scores: 1= highly insufficient, 9= highly sufficient)..................................................41
Figure 27:  Environment for social entrepreneurship in Asia and the Pacific .............................................................................43
Figure 28:   Businesses as providers of social basic needs, facing regulations with negative environmental/ 

social impact in Asia and the Pacific ........................................................................................................................43
Figure 29:  Impact of external stakeholders on social responsibility of businesses and entrepreneurs ....................................44
Figure 30:   Experts’ ratings on framework conditions for social entrepreneurship in Asia and the Pacific, compared 

to other GEM countries .............................................................................................................................................45
Figure 31:  Financial environment in Asia and the Pacific ..........................................................................................................47
Figure 32:  Experts’ rating on availability of funding resources in Asia and the Pacific, compared to GEM ...............................48



7

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

预览已结束，完整报告链接和二维码如下：
https://www.yunbaogao.cn/report/index/report?reportId=5_11766


