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UNDP partners with people at all levels of society to help build nations that can
withstand crisis, and drive and sustain the kind of growth that improves the quality of
life for everyone. On the ground in nearly 170 countries and territories, we offer
global perspective and local insight to help empower lives and build resilient nations.
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FOREWORD

Helping countries to achieve the simultaneous eradication of poverty and significant reduction of
inequalities and exclusion has remained central to UNDP’s Strategic Plan 2014-2017. Multidimensional
poverty and associated root causes of instability, vulnerability, exclusion and conflict require both sector-
specific and integrated development solutions that are human-rights based, inclusive and guided by
sustainable development pathways.

This 2016 Annual Report highlights approaches and results achieved in addressing development
challenges at local, national, regional and global levels under the UNDP Thematic Trust Funds for Crisis
Prevention and Recovery (CPR TTF); Democratic Governance (DG TTF); and Environment (ETTF), three
distinct yet interconnected funding mechanisms that support key programmatic outcome areas of work
within UNDP.

From support to the transitional justice process in Liberia under the CPR TTF; to DG TTF support to
catalytic activities at the regional level aimed at improving people’s access to effective legal services; to
the ETTF-housed UN REDD+ Programme which developed mechanisms to enable the full and effective
inclusion of women, indigenous peoples, civil society organizations, local communities and other
stakeholders, in design and decision making for REDD+ actions, initiatives across the Thematic Trust
Funds have remained as always, anchored in the human-rights-based approach, whether it be in the
context of economic, social, environmental, political or cultural rights.

In 2016, TTF-supported cross-sectoral initiatives, in support of gender equality and women'’s
empowerment, reflect the pivotal understanding that sustainable human development cannot be fully
achieved unless women and girls are able to contribute to their societies on an equal basis with men and
boys. We saw this through the integration of a gender perspective into early recovery approaches of the
Secretariat of National Emergency in Paraguay; to advancing gender equality and the protection of
fundamental rights and freedom of women in the context of constitutions; to training of women’s groups
in Kenya on high quality bead production as an alternative livelihood to wildlife trade.

Crisis prevention and recovery: meeting immediate needs and reducing risk

Chapter 1 of this report focuses on the CPR TTF, which throughout 2016, provided funding in support of
crisis prevention, speedy response, recovery and resilience building. In the Central African Republic (CAR),
the CPR TTF supported the government in the creation of a national peace architecture through the
development, revitalization and installation of Local Peace and Reconciliation Committees (LPRCs) in
several districts and municipalities identified as priority areas given potential tensions due to the closure
of displaced people camps and the return of IDPs to these communities. In Sudan, the CPR TTF supported
early recovery interventions, particularly in the Darfur region where UNDP remained the UN agency lead
for the Recovery, Return and Reintegration Sector which was the first sector to pilot a multi-sectoral
approach to improving the way humanitarian assistance is delivered and connected to development
assistance. In Jordan, UNDP supported the Ministry of Planning and International Cooperation in their
coordination of the preparation, implementation and monitoring of the Jordan Response Plan (JRP), a
three-year rolling plan that seeks to address the needs and vulnerabilities of Syrian refugees and



Jordanian people, communities and institutions affected by the crisis. The JRP represents a paradigm shift
since it incorporates refugee and resilience responses into one comprehensive vulnerability assessment
and one single plan, thereby placing the resilience of the people in need at the core of the national system.
Assisting populations in responding to and preparing for natural disasters, UNDP provided support to
increase urban resilience of three major cities in Cuba, namely Havana, Santiago de Cuba and Bayamo.
This initiative contributed to strengthening urban management and disaster risk reduction capacities of
institutions and key actors of these cities, laying the foundation to promote the localization of SDGs.
UNDP also improved the areas affected by Hurricane Matthew by revitalizing the local capacity to
repurpose debris for the production of construction materials.

Democratic governance: catalyzing inclusion

Chapter 2 focuses on the DG TTF. From the launch of the Youth4Peace Global Knowledge Portal which
supports young people’s participation in peacebuilding; to the development of the Platform on
Localizing SDGs that facilitates engagement between regional and local government entities, private
sector and civil society; to support to citizen engagement in participatory budgeting processes in local
entities in North Kivu, Democratic Republic of Congo, the DG TTF reinforced its commitment to
participatory and inclusive processes — and in doing so, the fostering of responsive and accountable
institutions — that ensure participation and voice in pursuit of equitable access to development
opportunities and gains. With support from the DG TTF, UNDP assumed an instrumental role in launching
the Global Alliance for Reporting Progress on Promoting Peaceful, Just and Inclusive Societies — an
alliance that aims to support effective and meaningful reporting on achieving SDG Goal 16.

The Environment: achieving sustainable development

Chapter 3 focuses on the ETTF which has continued to house global flagship initiatives that provide
support to countries in their national sustainable development trajectories. We saw this from the Green
Commodity Programme that provides ongoing support to countries in their efforts to address
sustainability value chains across highly traded commodities including palm oil, pineapple and cocoa, to
the refinement and application of Biodiversity Finance (BIOFIN) methodology to support governments to
measure current biodiversity expenditures, assess financial needs, assess finance solutions and
implement these solutions to achieve national biodiversity targets.

As you will see from the results elaborated in this 2016 report, the TTFs have continued to serve their
original purpose well - to support UNDP’s role as a catalyst, convener, thought leader, knowledge broker
and provider of direct country support in the areas of crisis prevention and recovery, democratic
governance and environment, towards the achievement of the SDGs.

As of mid-2016, the UNDP Funding Windows began to serve as the main receptacle for thematic
contributions to UNDP. However, the Thematic Trust Funds will remain open until the originally planned,
funded and earmarked activities under the TTF have been completed.
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