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4 ADVANCING THE SDGs BY BUILDING PEACEFUL, JUST AND INCLUSIVE SOCIETIES

The ambitious 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development calls for the 
active support of the United Nations system, as an important actor of 
this collective development effort. There is a demand from governments 
and stakeholders in translating the commitments to the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) into reality. The SDG agenda has an 
additional complexity in terms of its implementation, and will require a 
mix of national ownership, flexibility, innovation, political acumen, high 
quality technical support and a collective, multi-stakeholder effort at all 
levels in order to become progressively a reality.

This will be especially the case for Goal 16, seeking to “Promote 
peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable development, provide 
access to justice for all and build effective, accountable and inclusive 
institutions at all levels”, a dimension that was not part of the Millennium 
Development Goals (MDGs). In complementing the mainstreaming, 
acceleration, policy support (MAPS) process of the UN Development 
Group (UNDG), UNDP will work with Member States upon their demand 
to provide policy support to advance progress on building peaceful, 
just and inclusive societies. UNDP will do so in collaboration with other 
UN entities and in line with UNDP’s Strategic Plan 2014-2017 and in the 
next Strategic Plan period.

The project’s objective is to provide policy and programme support for 
effective implementation of Goal 16 at the national and sub-national 
level. While much of that policy support will be provided through the 
specific initiatives under the Governance and Peacebuilding Cluster 
(rule of law, anti-corruption, core government functions, inclusive 
political processes, youth and others) this project will focus on outputs 
needed to accompany the policy support for peaceful, just and inclusive 
societies. The project will therefore focus on 

•	� tools for supporting policy analysis and mainstreaming Goal 16 
under the MAPS; 

•	� testing and applying methodologies for linking Goal 16 to the 
other SDGs;

•	� supporting measurement and reporting on Goal 16;
•	� adapting participatory tools for policy design; 
•	� enhancing knowledge and fostering collaborative multi-

stakeholder partnerships for a more concerted policy support 
approach, starting with countries which have already expressed 
interest in receiving UNDP support.

In this way, the project will provide integrated support to peaceful, just 
and inclusive societies, building on existing national and local interest, 

THE PROJECT’S 
OBJECTIVE IS TO PROVIDE 
POLICY AND PROGRAMME 
SUPPORT FOR EFFECTIVE 
IMPLEMENTATION 
OF GOAL 16 AT THE 
NATIONAL AND SUB-
NATIONAL LEVEL.
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attention to best-fit solutions, available south-south expertise, and 
ongoing global initiatives and alliances from a range of actors (Member 
States, multilateral and regional organisations, civil society networks, 
young people, private sector, media and academia). In addition, 
amongst the countries already expressing interest, there are situations 
of fragility, where Goal 16 may become an entry point for accelerating 
implementation of the entire SDG agenda, in line with the MAPS 
approach.

This project builds on and complements UNDP’s existing work and policy 
support on democratic governance and peacebuilding: existing work 
streams related to different targets of the Goal 16 agenda – around peace, 
security, rule of law, justice, participation, anti-corruption and effective, 
transparent and accountable institutions – will continue through the 
Global Projects of the Governance and Peacebuilding Cluster and other 
Initiatives of the Bureau for Policy and Programme Support (BPPS). 
Building on these initiatives this project aims at facilitating a conducive 
environment with strong and inclusive partnerships that accompany 
the offer of a holistic, informed and strategic package of support 
to Goal 16 based on demand, and learning from the experience and 
feedback of the countries leading this universal agenda. As an enabler 
for implementation of all other goals and targets, attention to Goal 16 
at the heart of the universal and integrated 2030 Agenda is essential. 

AS AN ENABLER FOR 
IMPLEMENTATION OF 
ALL OTHER GOALS AND 
TARGETS, ATTENTION TO 
GOAL 16 AT THE HEART 
OF THE UNIVERSAL 
AND INTEGRATED 2030 
AGENDA IS ESSENTIAL.
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