
— UNDP AND CLIMATE CHANGE — 1

UNDP AND CLIMATE CHANGE

Scaling Up Climate Action to Achieve 
the Sustainable Development Goals



2 — UNDP AND CLIMATE CHANGE — 

Content Coordinator: Kalyan Keo with oversight provided 
by Stephen Gold

Editing and Design Coordinator: Carl Mercer and Kalyan 
Keo with support from Fahoum Fahoum

Editor: Susan Guthridge-Gould
Designer: Paula Cecilia López

Copyright © November 2016
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP)
Bureau for Policy and Programme Support (BPPS)
304 East 45th Street
New York, NY 10017 USA
www.undp.org

The report was prepared with substantial inputs and 
feedback from the Climate Change and Disaster Risk 
Reduction Cluster, the UNDP Global Environmental 
Finance Unit of the Sustainable Development Cluster, 
the Gender Team, the Strategic Policy Unit and the five 
Regional Bureaus in Africa, Asia and the Pacific, Arab 
States, Europe and Central Asia, and Latin America and 
the Caribbean.  In particular, inputs and comments were 
received from the following UNDP colleagues: Adriana 
Dinu, Ajiniyaz Reimov, Alexandra Soezer, Aliou Dia,  
Allison Towle, Andrew Hudson, Angelica Shamerina, 
Armen Grigoryan, Bahareh Seyedi, Cassie Flynn, Cayetano 
Casado, Daisy Mukarakate, Daniela Carrington, Dearbhla 
Keegan, Estelle Fach, Gordon Johnson, Jan Kellett, Jazmin 
Burgess, Jessie Mee, Kimberly Todd, Kishan Khoday, 
Marcel Alers, Margarita Arguelles, Matilde Mordt,  
Midori Paxton, Pradeep Kurukulasuriya, Rebecca Carman,  

Rohini Kohli, Sameera Savarala, Srilata Kammila, Thomas 
Beloe, Verania Chao, Walid Ali, Yamil Bonduki and Yoko 
Ebisawa and with kind assistance from personnel across 
a range of UNDP Regional and Country Offices. 

The analysis of climate change portfolio data was made 
possible with inputs and support from Abdul Riza, 
Estefania Samper, Johanna Tahtinen, Neil Browning and 
Uthira Ravikumar.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS



— UNDP AND CLIMATE CHANGE — 3

FOREWORD  5

ACHIEVING SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT IS ONLY POSSIBLE 
WITH CLIMATE ACTION  7

BUILDING ON DECADES OF 
EXPERIENCE, UNDP HAS A KEY 
ROLE TO PLAY  8

UNDP’S CLIMATE CHANGE 
PORTFOLIO – A GLOBAL 
OVERVIEW   9

RESULTS AND IMPACTS 10

UNDP SUPPORTS AMBITIOUS 
ACTION IN ALL REGIONS  14

UNDP’S CLIMATE CHANGE 
PORTFOLIO ALREADY 
CONTRIBUTES TO THE 
ACHIEVEMENT OF THE SDGS  20

A PARTNERSHIP APPROACH TO 
DELIVER CLIMATE ACTION  38

SCALING UP SUPPORT: UNDP’S 
COMMITMENT  39

PUTTING THE PIECES TOGETHER – 
CONNECTING THE 2015 LANDMARK 
GLOBAL AGENDAS  40

A VISION TOWARDS A ZERO- 
CARBON AND CLIMATE-RESILIENT 
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 
PATHWAY  41

CONTENTS



4 — UNDP AND CLIMATE CHANGE — 
© UNDP Somalia



— UNDP AND CLIMATE CHANGE — 5

The world has entered a new era of action on sustainable development.  
The Paris Climate Change Agreement, the Sustainable Development Goals, 
the Addis Ababa Action Agenda on Financing for Development and the 
Sendai Framework on Disaster Risk Reduction have launched a new, global 
effort to transform the way the world does business. 

What is clear through the 2030 Agenda is that sustainable development  
and tackling climate change go hand-in-hand. We will not keep people from 
going hungry without protecting our food systems; we will not be able to 
ensure we have sustainable cities and communities without protecting 
them from storms or floods; and we cannot ensure children are healthy 
without addressing the changes in vector-borne diseases due to changing 
temperatures. The list goes on.

In the end, action on climate change is necessary for sustainable 
development.

UNDP has decades of experience supporting countries to take action on 
climate change. With our partners, we have helped people and communities 
in over 140 countries to mitigate emissions and adapt to climate impacts. 
Throughout our experience we have learned that climate change actions 
must be inclusive, gender-responsive, and prioritize the poorest and most 
vulnerable. The Paris Agreement has laid out the path for the world to work 
together and it is now our responsibility to take those steps and achieve 
those ambitions. We must now work with all members of society to take 
bold and ambitious action.

In 2015, UNDP released its first infographic report that presented the 
breadth and depth of our support on climate change over the past two 

decades. That report emphasized successes and noted the opportunities  
that climate action presents for countries as they transition their economies 
towards zero-carbon and climate-resilient sustainable development.  

This year, as countries begin to take concrete action to deliver on their 
national climate goals, we are pleased to release an updated report of 
UNDP’s climate change work. New, in this report, is a special focus on the 
linkages between climate change and sustainable development. Specifically, 
the report highlights the importance of climate action in delivering on the 
SDGs and provides examples of UNDP’s on-going work on the ground 
towards this end. The report also presents UNDP’s commitment to scale-
up climate change action in order to deliver on the ambitious agenda that 
countries agreed to in 2015. 

As we look to this new era, UNDP will continue to draw upon its extensive 
experience, partnerships and expertise to help countries transform their 
towards development that is zero-carbon, climate-resilient and sustainable. 
We will continue to work hand-in-hand with countries to ensure a 
sustainable and prosperous future for all.

Magdy Martinez-Soliman
Assistant Secretary-General

Director of the Bureau for Policy and Programme Support
United Nations Development Programme
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SDG 1 
 No poverty

Removes poverty 
traps and strengthens 

poverty reduction 
efforts

SDG 2  
Zero hunger

Enhances 
food security 
and nutrition

SDG 3  
Good health

and well-being
Ensures healthy lives 

and well-being free from 
climate-induced diseases

 and pollutions

SDG 4 
Quality education

Builds resilient 
educational systems 

and infrastructure

SDG 5 
Gender equality
Promotes gender 

equality and women’s 
empowerment

SDG 6 
Clean water 

and sanitation
 Secures water 
availability and

 quality

SDG 7 
Affordable 

and clean energy
Promotes clean and 

affordable energy
SDG 8

Decent work 
and economic 

growth
Boosts economies 

and creates jobs

SDG 9 
Industry, 

innovation and 
infrastructure

Strengthens 
infrastructure resilience 

and saves costs

SDG 10 
Reduced

 inequalities
 Reduces

 inequality gap

SDG 11
 Sustainable cities 
and communities

Strengthens cities and 
communities’ resilience 
and economic growth

SDG 12 
Responsible 
consumption 

and production
Promotes sustainable 

consumption and 
production and 

saves costs

SDG 13 
Climate action
Ensures urgent 

actions are taken 
to mitigate and adapt 

to climate change 
impacts

SDG 14 
Life below water
Protects marine 

ecosystems 
and species

SDG 15 
Life on land

Protects forests, 
biodiversity and 

ecological systems

SDG 16
 Peace, justice and 
strong institutions
Strengthens peace, 
stability and justice

SDG 17 
Partnerships 
for the goals

Fosters partnerships 
and cooperation

Achieving sustainable development 
is only possible with climate action

Climate change is a 
cross-cutting development 
issue that affects  
every aspect of sustainable  
development and the  
entire 2030 Agenda

Scaling up climate action  
is essential for achievement 
of the Sustainable  
Development Goals

ACTION ON  
CLIMATE CHANGE
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Building on decades of experience  
UNDP has a key role to play

The only way to deliver long-term sustainability 
is to ensure that development is zero-carbon 
and risk-informed. As a UN development agency 
offering a deep familiarity with national and 
local contexts and development priorities and 
challenges, UNDP is well-positioned to support 
countries to integrate climate concerns into 
development. 

BRIDGING  
CLIMATE AND  
DEVELOPMENT

UNDP has a track record of supporting countries  
that are among the world’s most vulnerable to 
climate change, including all the 

48 Least Developed Countries  
(LDCs) and 

39 Small Island Developing States 
(SIDS).  Central to UNDP’s work is inclusiveness and 
equity, with particular emphasis on ensuring those 
most at risk and who have the potential to be agents 
of change – including women, girls and youth – have 
a voice and are able to participate in climate action. 

STRENGTHENING 
CAPACITIES OF THE 
MOST VULNERABLE

A network of nearly170 Country Offices,  
Regional Hubs, and Policy Centres work with  
UNDP Headquarters to help countries develop 
policies, programmes and approaches to tackle 
climate change and undertake sustainable 
development. Advice and support ensures 
appropriate and contextualized action at both 
national and local levels.

OPERATING AN  
EXTENSIVE ORGANIZATIONAL 
INFRASTRUCTURE

UNDP has assisted over 

140 countries  
to access more than  

US$2.8 billion 
in climate finance since 2008. Significant success 
in climate finance is based on UNDP’s extensive 
partnerships with the Global Environment Facility, 
Adaptation Fund, Green Climate Fund, multilateral 
funds, bilateral partners and the private sector. 

BROKERING  
ACCESS TO  
CLIMATE FINANCE

UNDP is a leading partner to

43 countries 
in developing their  
Intended Nationally  
Determined Contributions (INDCs).  
Now, UNDP is assisting these countries in 
converting these commitments into  
concrete actions, linking them to their  
national development priorities and the SDGs.

SUPPORTING THE 
IMPLEMENTATION  
OF CLIMATE TARGETS

UNDP works with an extensive network of partners 
from the UN system, development banks, civil 
society and the private sector, bringing together the 
best expertise to support countries in meeting their 
development aspirations. Through partnership, joint 
implementation and innovation, UNDP is able to work 
with partners to find new ways to combat climate 
change and its impacts. 

BUILDING AND  
MAINTAINING PARTNERSHIPS  
AND INNOVATION
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