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This report draws on the results of the 2016 global monitoring exercise carried out under the auspices 
of the Global Partnership for Effective Development Co-operation. It offers a snapshot of progress 
on internationally agreed principles aimed at making development co-operation more effective.

The provision of data and information for the monitoring exercise was led by 81 countries, with the participation 
of more than 125 bilateral and multilateral development partners, as well as hundreds of civil society 
organisations, private sector representatives and other relevant development stakeholders in the participating 
countries. This report presents the findings from the exercise, based on careful analysis and aggregation of 
this information. It is intended to stimulate and inform policy dialogue at the country, regional and international 
levels, generating an evidence-base for further collective action to strengthen the contribution of effective 
development co-operation to the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 
and achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals.

The report confirms the importance of principles and commitments to strengthen the focus on development 
results, ensure country ownership of the development process and the inclusiveness of development 
partnerships, and enhance transparency and mutual accountability around development efforts.
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Effective development co-operation is a prerequisite for sustainable progress in the implementation of 

the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. This report is the product of a global monitoring exercise 

designed to generate evidence on progress in making development co-operation more effective. This second 

edition since the establishment of the Global Partnership for Effective Development Co-operation in Busan in 

2011 aims to build political momentum for change, ensuring that we are able to identify remaining challenges 

and learn from each other about ways to improve the effectiveness of development co-operation at the 

country and global levels.

The Global Partnership for Effective Development Co-operation is unique. Its inclusive, multi-stakeholder 

character enables a broad range of development stakeholders to make strong contributions to the 

implementation of the 2030 Agenda.  Its monitoring framework represents a distinct tool to track progress 

amongst development partners in the spirit of mutual learning and accountability. The First High Level 

Meeting (Mexico City, 2014) made use of the results from the first monitoring round to guide discussions. 

Likewise, at the end of 2016, the Second High Level Meeting of the Global Partnership – in Nairobi, Kenya – 

will use the findings from this report to underpin inclusive dialogue on the individual and collective action that 

is still needed to enhance development impact and yield sustainable results on the ground.

We would like to thank the many dedicated stakeholders and partners who contributed to making this 

a particularly successful monitoring round. The reporting was led by 81 low and middle-income countries 

and garnered the participation of 125 countries, 74 development organisations and hundreds of civil 

society organisations, private sector representatives, trade unions, foundations, parliamentarians and 

local governments; their diversity reflects the increasingly diverse nature of our development co-operation 

landscape. This record level of participation demonstrates a shared commitment to making development 

co-operation more effective. 

We extend our sincere thanks to all of the participating countries, institutions and individuals for their 

engagement in this collective effort. We would like to thank the OECD/UNDP Joint Support Team for their 

work in facilitating the 2016 monitoring round and preparing the progress report: designing the methodology, 

supporting countries in managing the process, compiling the results and conducting the analysis, drawing 

on inputs from a broad range of partners. Our thanks are extended also to the members of the Monitoring 

Advisory Group for their guidance. 

The Global Partnership is committed to continuing to provide data and evidence to support country-led efforts 

and inform global policy dialogue on effective development co-operation, including follow-up and review 

of the Addis Ababa Action Agenda and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). We urge development 

stakeholders everywhere to make the most of this report and the intense exercise it summarises by using 

the evidence to guide policy dialogue at all levels – country, regional and global – to celebrate progress and 

successes, address hurdles, and jointly devise a way forward. 

Foreword
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We are confident that the analysis and information contained herein will also make an important contribution 
to discussions in Nairobi in November 2016 and beyond, helping us to maximise the contribution of effective 
development co-operation – collectively, inclusively and effectively – to realising the development ambitions 
we all share.

Co-Chairs, Global Partnership for Effective Development Co-operation

Goodall Edward GONDWE
Minister of Finance, Economic 
Planning and Development
MALAWI 

Claudia RUIZ MASSIEU 
Secretary of Foreign Affairs 
MEXICO

Lilianne PLOUMEN
Minister for Foreign Trade  
and Development Cooperation

NETHERLANDS
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This 2016 monitoring report would not have been possible without the unique contributions of thousands of 
people around the world. The OECD-UNDP joint support team would like to extend its special thanks to the 
81 governments that participated in the 2016 Global Partnership monitoring round; in particular, to the national 
co-ordinators who managed the process of data collection at the country level. Likewise, we would like to thank 
the close to 4 000 people in 125 development agencies, civil society organisations, private sector associations, 
trade unions, parliaments and local governments who engaged in the monitoring process at the global and 
country levels.

Making Development Co-operation More Effective: 2016 Progress Report was prepared by a team comprising 
Alejandro Guerrero (lead), Cibele Cesca, Elena Costas-Pérez, Jocelene Fouassier, Valentina Orrù, 
Nathan  Wanner and Philippe Chichereau, under the supervision and strategic guidance of 
Hanna-Mari Kilpelainen (OECD) and Yuko Suzuki Naab (UNDP), and the general direction of Nadine Gbossa 
(OECD) and Simona Marinescu (UNDP). 

Major contributions and commentary were received from John Egan (Chapter 2: Focus on development 
results); Anna Piccinni and Lisa Williams (Chapter 3: Country ownership of development co-operation); 
Talita  Yamashiro-Fordelone (Chapter  4: Inclusive partnerships for effective development), and 
Joëlline Benefice, Thomas Boehler, Emily Esplen, Lucie Faucherre, Katherine Gifford, Ida McDonnell, 
Esther Schneider and Zohra Kahn (Chapter 5: Transparency and accountability for effective development). 
We would also like to thank Mark Baldock, Pablo Basz, Thomas Beloe, Emily Davis, Guillaume Delalande, 
Poul Endberg-Pedersen, Beakal Fasil, Orria Goñi, Frans Lammersen, Willem Luijkx, Aimée Nichols, 
Mara Niculescu, Marjolaine Nicod, Ashley Palmer, Julie Seghers, Salma Talaat, Rufei (Sophia) Wang 
and Anna Whitson for their critical contributions to the implementation of the 2016 monitoring round 
at its various stages. 

The Monitoring Advisory Group, a team of 12 senior experts on international development constituted in 2015, 
provided early strategic guidance and advice, which informed the preparation of this monitoring report. We 
would like to thank Scott Bayley, Debapriya Bhattacharya, Daniel Coppard, Peter Davis, Lidia Fromm, 
Gonzalo Hernández Licona, Khwaga Kakar, Paul Lupunga, Lisandro Martin, Genevesi Ogiogio, 
Rob van den Berg and Brian Tomlinson for their many contributions to strengthening the monitoring 
indicators and the focus of this publication.

Several commentators from different organisations also helped to strengthen the analysis contained in this 
report. We would particularly like to thank the technical teams of the CSO Partnership for Development 
Effectiveness, the Effective Institutions Platform, GenderNET, the International Aid Transparency 
Initiative, the OECD Development Assistance Committee Secretariat, the Open Budget Partnership, 
the PEFA Secretariat, the United Nations Department for Economic and Social Affairs, the Task Team 
on CSO Development Effectiveness and Enabling Environment, and the World Bank for their technical 
contributions and early access to data.  
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Finally, we would like to thank Christine Graves for her superb editorial support, and Elizabeth Del Bourgo 
and Stephanie Coic for their critical help in preparing the document for publication. The final publication 
was designed by FK Tam and the infographics were prepared by Lushomo.

The 2016 monitoring report was prepared under the auspices of the Global Partnership for Effective 
Development Co-operation, which is co-chaired by the ministers Goodall Gondwe (Malawi), Claudia Ruiz 
Massieu (Mexico) and Lilianne Ploumen (Netherlands). We specially thank their offices for the guidance, 
political impulse and steering role provided throughout the 2016 monitoring round. The Global Partnership 
is jointly supported by the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) and the United 
Nations Development Programme (UNDP).
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