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ment and training. The principle focal areas of the network are: i) efficient networking in the field of competence development and training for all staff categories (including local 
staff); ii) enhanced and efficient joint training of donor staff at headquarters and country level, including information sharing and access to such trainings for participating donors; 
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established in 11 thematic areas. More information is available at http:/www.train4dev.net/. 
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List of acronyms and abbreviations

BDP Bureau for Development Policy
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EU European Union
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JTF Joint EC-UNDP Task Force on Electoral Assistance
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NAM Needs assessment mission
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NGO Non-governmental organisation

PSO Procurement Support Office

UNDP United Nations Development Programme

UNOPS United Nations Office for Project Services
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INTRODUCTION

About the Joint EC-UNDP-International IDEA 
Training Workshops on Effective Electoral Assistance

The Joint EC-UNDP Task Force on Electoral Assistance (JTF) was informally established in January 2007 as a 
means to further synergise the efforts of the European Commission (EC) and the United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP) in the area of electoral assistance. Since 2004 the EC and UNDP have collaborated in 
over 100 electoral assistance projects in developing partner countries. The Joint Task Force is formed by EC 
and UNDP staff dealing with electoral assistance at headquarters (HQ) levels in Brussels. The coordinator of 
the JTF is based in the UN/UNDP Brussels Office. 
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Introduction

The overall purpose of the JTF is to further strengthen and facilitate the EC-UNDP partnership in the electoral 
assistance field and to improve the overall efficiency and adherence of the projects to the common EC-UNDP 
strategic approach. One of the main ways the JTF seeks to achieve that goal is through the preparation and 
delivery of training sessions on effective electoral assistance. 

In close collaboration with the International Institute for Democracy and Electoral Assistance (International 
IDEA), the EC-UNDP-IDEA Joint Training on Effective Electoral Assistance, for which this participants’ 
guidebook was developed, was built around the accumulated knowledge, experience and identified best 
practices of the EC, UNDP and IDEA’s experience in delivering electoral assistance. The Joint Training on 
Effective Electoral Assistance has been organised eight times (Brussels and Dar es Salaam in 2006; Brussels 
in 2007; Milan, Maputo and Brussels in 2008; and Accra and Milan in 2009). An additional three thematic 
workshops have been organised on the use of information and communications technologies (ICTs) in 
electoral processes (Brussels, 2009); on elections, violence and conflict prevention (Barcelona, 2010); and 
on formulating EC-UNDP electoral assistance projects (Brussels, 2011). 

The target audience and beneficiaries of the trainings on effective electoral assistance are:

EC, UNDP and IDEA desk officers and staff working at HQ and in the field; •	
staff of European Union (EU) Member States dealing with electoral assistance;•	
staff from bilateral donor agencies and international organisations;•	
representatives and officials of partner country electoral management bodies 	(EMBs);•	
other partner country national authorities with electoral-related responsibilities;•	
civil society organisations (CSOs) and political parties; and•	
electoral experts and practitioners.•	

As of April 2011, more than 600 persons had been trained on the principles of effective electoral assistance 
and on the institutional aspects of electoral assistance projects managed by UNDP with EC and other 
development partners’ contributions. 

The experience acquired through this initiative represents an achievement that the EC, UNDP and IDEA 
want to further invest in and expand to include other partners and stakeholders. The training on effective 
electoral assistance has, for example, also been packaged into an online, off-the-shelf, e-learning course — 
and further courses are under development — that interested trainees can access on the internet and take 

in a self-paced fashion.2

2	  See www.elearning-ec-undp-electoralassistance.org
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