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Foreword

We live in a world of exceptionally rapid change. Arriving at the end of the 
Millennium Development Goals (MDG) era, we can celebrate the tremen-
dous achievement of meeting the overall global poverty target. Looking 
forward to the post-2015 agenda and Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs), we know that our understanding of the complex, multidimensional 
nature of poverty has evolved. More sophisticated development solutions 
that connect and cut across these dimensions are in demand. They must 
tackle inequality and exclusion, build resilience, and aim for environmental, 
social and economic sustainability. 

UNDP, as a leading multilateral development organization, has changed to 
mirror the world we live in—and to stay ahead of the curve. In 2014, we 
adopted a new Strategic Plan premised on integrated approaches to devel-
opment, and we restructured accordingly. The reorganization has brought 
together the former Bureau for Crisis Prevention and Recovery and the Bureau 
for Development Policy under one new entity, the Bureau for Policy and 
Programme Support, and created a Crisis Response Unit focusing on imme-
diate crisis response. It offers a more integrated, comprehensive financial and 
institutional configuration that allows UNDP to seamlessly support countries 
throughout the entire development continuum, from prevention, response and 
recovery to, ultimately, sustainable development. It enables the application 
of multidimensional strategies, including those related to livelihoods, envi-
ronment and climate change and the rule of law, that contribute to sustained 
recovery and build resilience. Teams within the Bureau are fully integrated to 
ensure complementarity, synergy and links to longer term development goals. 

UN Member States have agreed that making these connections is at the heart 
of the post-2015 sustainable development agenda. Doing so magnifies the 
impact of development actions aimed at creating a more resilient, equal and 
sustainable world. 

UNDP’s trust funds are a vital and flexible resource. They allow us to catalyse 
innovation and to respond rapidly to country priorities. They have long been 
oriented around particular themes, such as democratic governance, crisis 
prevention and recovery, and environment and energy, which continued to 
guide our work during 2014. They too, are undergoing a process of transi-
tion reflecting the drive towards more integrated development interventions. 

UNDP’s trust funds 
are a vital and flexible 

resource. They allow us 
to catalyse innovation 
and to respond rapidly 

to country priorities. 
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Foreword

A new funding architecture will debut in 2016. It will reflect this integrated 
approach, build on the proven effectiveness of the existing trust funds, 
and emphasize strong connections between resources and results, as well 
as improved quality assurance and transparency. All of these measures are 
geared towards effective adaptation to the rapid transformations in the inter-
national development architecture. 

Crisis Prevention and Recovery  
Thematic Trust Fund 

The Crisis Prevention and Recovery Thematic Trust Fund (CPR TTF) 
continued to deliver results under its existing structure in 2014. Throughout 
the year, millions of people were plunged into or affected by ongoing crises 
in Syria and Iraq, the Central African Republic, the Philippines, South Sudan, 
Ukraine and West Africa. The trust fund ensured UNDP was equipped to take 
the immediate action humanitarian situations demand. Assistance helped to 
protect people, stem the erosion of development gains and accelerate recovery. 

It also advanced prevention and preparedness, including through measures 
aimed at addressing the root causes of crises, reducing the risks of disaster, 
and strengthening community and national resilience. There is a need to 
lower vulnerability and increase resilience, and UNDP is doing this through 
a renewed focus on inclusive growth, livelihoods and employment, effective 
delivery of public services, and well-functioning judicial systems to uphold 
the rule of law and ensure citizen security.  

The results showcased in this annual report were achieved with the support 
of many partners. We at UNDP are grateful to the donors who have supported 
the CPR TTF and are supporting its evolution. Their contributions have 
improved people’s lives around the globe, as this report repeatedly under-
scores, and continue to strengthen the foundation for durable, peaceful devel-
opment in the post-2015 era.

Magdy Martínez-Solimán
Assistant Administrator and Director
Bureau for Policy and Programme Support
United Nations Development Programme

UNDP Assistant Administrator  
Magdy Martínez-Solimán meets  
children in Guinea. (Photo:  
UNDP/Nicolas Douillet)
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Conflict, instability and disasters continued to take an immense toll on devel-
opment in 2014. However, as this report shows, UNDP continued to help 
countries prevent and respond to disasters, protect justice, uphold security 
and the rule of law, promote inclusive governance and build peace. Active 
in over 170 countries and territories, UNDP is there before and after a crisis. 
UNDP is often the first to be called after a crisis to lead the transition to peace 
and stability, or support early recovery efforts following disasters. In many 
cases, UNDP is best placed to prevent crises from recurring. 

In 2014, UNDP’s new Strategic Plan took effect, geared towards making the 
organization more efficient, and deepening its focus on helping countries build 
resilience. Resilience reduces the risks of conflict and disasters, and means 
that even if they do strike, people will have capacities to blunt the impacts 
and recover quickly. Better employment opportunities, equitable access to 
resources, transparent and accountable governments, and the systematic reso-
lution of disputes are among the key ingredients to achieving resilient societies.

Throughout 2014, UNDP helped national authorities around the world to build 
peace and recover from disasters. In the wake of the devastation wrought by 
Typhoon Haiyan in the Philippines, UNDP assisted communities to rebuild, 
including by restoring livelihoods for over 40,000 people. After the declara-
tion of a humanitarian emergency in Gaza, UNDP supported the rebuilding of 
homes and provided thousands of people with emergency employment.

When violence exploded in the Central African Republic, rendering half the 
population in need of humanitarian assistance, UNDP launched an emer-
gency programme of support to the transitional government to help reacti-
vate core government systems and ensure essential services would function. 
By the end of 2014 the country had achieved some key milestones, including 
a cessation of hostilities agreement between warring factions. 

After the Ebola outbreak struck Guinea, Liberia and Sierra Leone, UNDP 
immediately joined partner organizations to stop its spread, such as through 
supporting governments to ensure the timely payment of nearly 50,000 Ebola 
response workers, assisting communities to identify new cases, educating 
people on avoiding transmission, and making life-saving welfare payments 
to the most vulnerable people and communities.

Introduction
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Changing with the World

Helping countries to achieve the simultaneous 
eradication of poverty and significant reduction 
of inequalities and exclusion
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