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FOREWORD

FOREWORD
Energy is one of the most important inputs for economic growth and human development in Lao PDR. Energy 
access as a means for productive use is of key importance for rural communities to earn a decent living. 

This document presents a NAMA on Rural Development through Electrification with Renewable Energies. It is 
designed to support Lao PDR in achieving its strategies relevant to rural development and rural electrification as 
outlined in the Rural Electrification Master Plan. The overall target of the NAMA is to provide access to electricity to 
90 per cent of households by 2020. 

During recent years, NAMAs have become a focus of climate change mitigation negotiations in the UNFCCC 
process.  The NAMA modality can provide the essential holistic framework to overhaul a complete sector when 
framed within the context of sustainable development and beyond pure mitigation aspects. The focus on the 
sustainability of the entire sector is essential for achieving lasting results.

Moreover, the understanding of the NAMA concept is still evolving, and there is relatively little on-the-ground 
experience with respect to turning the concept into concrete actions. In this regard, UNDP in Lao PDR and the 
UNDP MDG-Carbon Programme have supported the development of this NAMA in order to help Lao PDR to 
achieve a transformative change and bring about rural development and enhancement of the private sector as 
long-term goal.

The outcomes of this NAMA with regards to Sustainable Development, GHG Emission Reductions and inclusive 
Green Growth are strongly interrelated building blocks as a pathway of a change framework that shall ensure that 
the NAMA is fully embedded in national development goals.  

The NAMA design will provide the country with an accurate and credible information framework by applying a 
robust MRV system for sustainable development impacts and GHG emission reductions. The calculation of GHG 
emission reductions are based on an approved CDM methodology while the MDG Carbon NAMA Sustainable 
Development Evaluation Tool will allow to quantify and monitor the sustainable development impacts.

This NAMA on Rural Development through Rural Electrification with Renewable Energies in Lao PDR is designed as 
an encouraging holistic framework that will help Lao PDR to move towards a low-carbon pathway while advancing 
long-term sustainable development benefits and strengthening the private sector.
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