
NATIONALLY APPROPRIATE MITIGATION 
ACTION: SUSTAINABLE TRANSPORT IN

SRI LANKA THROUGH AN  
ELECTRIC BUS RAPID TRANSIT SYSTEM

Empowered lives. 
Resilient nations. 

United Nations Development Programme



UNDP partners with people at all levels of society to help build nations that can withstand crisis, and drive and 
sustain the kind of growth that improves the quality of life for everyone. On the ground in 177 countries and 
territories, we offer global perspectives and local insight to help empower lives and build resilient nations. 
www.undp.org

UNDP MDG Carbon is an innovative programme that assists developing countries in implementing a host of low-
carbon interventions, spanning multiple technologies, active in all regions of the world, and leveraging significant 
amounts in private-sector millions of dollars in independent co-investments.

Technical Oversight and Guidance
Alexandra Soezer, Project Manager, UNDP MDG Carbon

Lead Author
Manpreet Singh, KPMG India

Co-Authors
Sandip Keswani, KPMG India, Shouvik Sen, KPMG India and Pyumi Sumanasekara, KPMG Sri Lanka

Reviewers
Ministry of Transport, Ministry of Mahaweli Development and Environment, Department of Motor Traffic, National 
Transport Commission, Sri Lanka Transport Board, Ministry of University Education & Highways, Department of 
External Resources, Urban Development Authority, Sri Lanka Sustainable Energy Authority, National Engineering 
Research Development Centre, Department of National Planning, The Ceylon Chamber of Commerce, UNDP Sri 
Lanka, KPMG Sri Lanka, KPMG India, Knowledge Manufacturing Company (KMC), Japan, Prof W.L. Sumathipala - 
Chairman NECCC – Mitigation, Mr. Nimal Perera - Expert for GHG Emission

Acknowledgements 
Special thanks to Dr. Sunimal Jayathunga, Director (Climate Change) for his patronage.

Contact Information 
Dissabandara Sunimal Jayathunga, PhD 
Director (Climate Change & Sustainable Development)
Tel. +94-112-883368, +94-718-574058
director@climatechange.lk 

Alexandra Soezer, Ph.D. 
Project Manager 
UNDP MDG Carbon 
alexandra.soezer@undp.org

Editor 
Georgina Wilde

Design 
Kimberly Koserowski

Disclaimer: “The views expressed in this publication do not necessarily reflect the views of the United Nations Development Programme or its 
Executive Board.”

Empowered lives. 
Resilient nations. 



NATIONALLY APPROPRIATE MITIGATION ACTION: SUSTAINABLE TRANSPORT IN SRI LANKA THROUGH AN ELECTRIC BUS RAPID 
TRANSIT SYSTEM

1

 

FOREWORD

FOREWORD
The Sri Lankan transport sector plays an important role for the country’s development and growth. At the same 
time, the transport sector is the country’s biggest emitter of greenhouse gas emissions, accounting for almost 50 
per cent of Sri Lanka’s total emissions.  

This document presents a NAMA on Sustainable Transport in Sri Lanka through Electric Bus Rapid Transit Systems 
to promote greenhouse gas emission reductions and at the same time sustainable development. The NAMA is 
designed to support Sri Lanka in achieving the country’s policies on the promotion of alternative and cleaner 
modes of transportation. The NAMA is fully aligned with Sri Lanka’s National Action Plan for the Haritha Lanka 
Programme with the main objectives to implement mass transit systems, promote alternate transport technologies, 
reduce GHG emissions and introduce efficient public transportation systems. 

During recent years, NAMAs have become a focus of climate change mitigation negotiations in the UNFCCC 
process. The NAMA modality can provide the essential holistic framework to overhaul a complete sector when 
framed within the context of sustainable development and beyond pure mitigation aspects. The focus on the 
sustainability of the entire sector is essential for achieving lasting results. 

Moreover, the understanding of the NAMA concept is still evolving, and there is relatively little on-the-ground 
experience with respect to turning the concept into concrete actions. COP 19 in 2013 saw the introduction of 
Intended Nationally Determined Contributions and while the exact relationship between INDCs and NAMAs is yet 
to be clearly defined, NAMAs can act as possible implementation tools for INDCs. 

In this regard, UNDP MDG Carbon Programme has supported the development of the NAMA on Sustainable 
Transport in Sri Lanka through Electric Bus Rapid Transit Systems in order to help the country to bring about a 
paradigm shift in the transport sector. 

The outcomes of this NAMA with regards to sustainable development and GHG emission reductions and are 
strongly interrelated building blocks as a pathway of a change framework that shall ensure that the NAMA is fully 
embedded in national development goals. 

The NAMA design will provide the country with an accurate and credible information framework by applying 
robust MRV systems for sustainable development impacts and GHG emission reductions. The calculation of GHG 
emission reductions is based on an approved CDM methodology while the UNDP NAMA Sustainable Development 
Evaluation Tool will allow to quantify and monitor the sustainable development impacts. 

NAMA on Sustainable Transport in Sri Lanka through Electric Bus Rapid Transit Systems is designed as a framework 
that will help Sri Lanka to move towards a low-carbon pathway while advancing long-term sustainable 
development benefits and strengthening the private sector.

Marcel Alers	 Dr. R.D.S. Jayathunga	
Head, Energy, Infrastructure, Transport & Technology	 Director (Climate Change)
UNDP - Global Environment Facility	 For Secretary  
Bureau for Policy and Programme Support	 Ministry of Mahaweli Development & Environment
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