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Preface

The Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) Gap Task Force, which I set up
in 2007, has provided the international community with a unique review of pro-
gress towards the achievement of MDG 8, the commitment to develop a global
partnership for development.

According to the Task Force, significant achievements have been made in a
number of targets. Flows of official development assistance (ODA) which reflect
the international commitment to provide financial resources to support the devel-
opment efforts of developing countries, have increased from about $81 billion in
2000 to $134 billion in 2014 in constant dollars, accounting for about 0.3 per
cent of the gross national income (GNI) of developed countries. I commend Den-
mark, Luxembourg, Norway, Sweden and the United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland for meeting the long-established United Nations target of
providing 0.7 per cent of GNI as ODA in 2014. There have also been improve-
ments in developing countries’ access to developed-country markets, including
increased duty-free admission, although progress towards this target has been
very limited since 2010. Major initiatives to reschedule or write down the external
debt of developing countries have reduced debt burdens, in particular, for low-
and middle-income countries.

Yet major gaps remain in reducing vulnerabilities for many developing
countries, including least developed countries (LDCs), small island developing
States (SIDS) and other low-income countries. Access to essential medicines at
affordable prices remains highly problematic, with many households squeezed
out of the market due to high prices and limited availability. And while the rapid
expansion of information and communication technologies (ICTs) has allowed
several billion people in developing countries to join the information society, a
major digital divide is still in place, with more people offline than online and
particularly poor access in sub-Saharan Africa.

The year 2015 is a milestone for global action: we will come to the end of
the time frame in which we have been guided by the MDGs; we are launching a
transformative development agenda, including a set of sustainable development
goals (SDGs); and we are aiming for a meaningful and universal agreement on
climate change. The transition from the MDGs to the SDGs presents a once-in-
a-generation opportunity to advance prosperity, secure the planet’s sustainability
for future generations, and unlock resources for investments in education, health,
equitable growth and sustainable production and consumption.

Achieving the SDGs will require an even stronger global partnership, com-
plemented by multi-stakeholder partnerships to mobilize and share knowledge,
expertise, technology and financial resources. ODA remains necessary yet not
sufficient. The Third International Conference on Financing for Development in
Addis Ababa can provide the framework that will turn our aspirations into practi-
cal steps and strategies. We will also need to put in place a strong mechanism to
follow up on the commitments reached in Addis.



I urge partners across the world to embrace the ambition embodied in the
new set of goals. I look forward to working together to deliver on the unfinished
MDG commitments, tackle inequality and meet the new challenges that have
emerged across the three dimensions of sustainable development—economic,
social and environmental. The insights and analysis of the Task Force continue
to provide vital support in that effort, and I commend this report to a wide global
audience.
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Ban Ki-moon
Secretary-General of the United Nations
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