
Empowered lives.
Resilient nations.

POWERFUL SYNERGIES
Gender Equality, Economic Development 
and Environmental Sustainability

United Nations Development Programme



© 2013 United Nations Development Programme  
All rights reserved.

Graphic design:  Suazion (suazion.com)

Print production:  AGS, a Consolidated Graphics company

July 2013

The analysis and recommendations of this publication do not necessarily 
reflect the views of the United Nations Development Programme,  
its Executive Board or the United Nations Member States.  This is an 
independent publication and reflects the views of its authors.

E D I T O R S
B L E R TA  C E L A
I R E N E  D A N K E L M A N 
J E F F R E Y  S T E R N



POWERFUL SYNERGIES
Gender Equality, Economic Development 
and Environmental Sustainability

United Nations Development Programme

Empowered lives.
Resilient nations.



POWERFUL SYNERGIES 
Gender Equality, Economic Development and Environmental Sustainability

Acronyms	 iv

Acknowledgements	 v

Foreword	 vii

Introduction	 1

G E N D E R  E Q UA L I T Y  A N D  S U S TA I N A B L E  D E V E LO P M E N T 	 12	

1.	 On the Road to Sustainable Development:  
Promoting Gender Equality and Addressing Climate Change	 15
I R E N E  D A N K E L M A N

	 Box 1. Creating a Development Framework for the Post-2015 Agenda	 26
G R A Ç A  M A C H E L

2. 	 Missing in Action: Gender in International Environmental Law	 29
P A O L O  G A L I Z Z I  A N D  A L E N A  H E R K L O T Z

	 Box 2. Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of  
Discrimination against Women Country Report Analysis of  
Environmental-Sustainable Development Linkages	 42
I T Z Á  C A S T A Ñ E D A  A N D  P I E D A D  M A R T I N 	

	 Box 3. What Are We Measuring?	 44
I T Z Á  C A S T A Ñ E D A  A N D  P I E D A D  M A R T I N

G E N D E R  E Q UA L I T Y,  S U S TA I N A B L E  CO N S U M P T I O N  
A N D  T H E  ‘G R E E N  E CO N O M Y ’	 46	

3. 	 Gender, Growth and Adaptation to Climate Change	 49
S T E P H A N  K L A S E N

4. 	 Women, Consumption and Sustainable Development	 59
D I A N E  M A C E A C H E R N

5. 	 Population, Environment and Human Rights: a Paradigm in the Making	 71
G I T A  S E N  A N D  A N I T A  N A Y A R

	 Box 4. Promoting a Gender-Inclusive Green Economy	 84
B I N A  A G A R W A L

	 Box 5. Can Economic Growth Support Gender Equality  
and Environmental Sustainability?	 86
D I A N E  E L S O N

	 Box 6. Gender Equality Case Study: The Body Shop 	 88
C H R I S T I N A  A R C H E R

CONTENTS



POWERFUL SYNERGIES 
Gender Equality, Economic Development and Environmental Sustainability

G E N D E R  E Q UA L I T Y,  E N E R G Y  A N D  C L I M AT E  C H A N G E 	 90	

6. 	 Links between Gender Equality, Access to Sustainable Energy  
and Climate Change Mitigation Measures	 93
G A I L  K A R L S S O N  A N D  R O S E  M E N S A H - K U T I N

7. 	 Gender-Sensitive Strategies to Address the Challenges of  
Climate Change on Health and Nutrition Security	 109
C R I S T I N A  T I R A D O

8. 	 Democratizing Financing for Sustainable Development:  
Gender Equality is the Key	 119
L I A N E  S C H A L A T E K

	 Box 7. Gender and Climate Change Financing	 132
M A R I A M A  W I L L I A M S

	 Box 8. Community Resilience Fund: Advancing Gender-Equitable,   
Pro-Poor, Sustainable Resilient Development	 134
S U R A N J A N A  G U P T A

G E N D E R  E Q UA L I T Y  A N D  S U S TA I N A B L E  D E V E LO P M E N T:  
S E L E C T  P R I O R I T Y  A R E A S 	 136

9. 	 Our Urban Future: Gender-Inclusive, Pro-Poor  
and Environmentally Sustainable?	 139
P R A B H A  K H O S L A

	 Box 9. Waste Pickers—A Gendered Perspective	 153
S O N I A  D I A S  A N D  L U C I A  F E R N A N D E Z

10. Adolescent Girls at the Tipping Point of Sustainable Development	 157
D O N N A  L .  G O O D M A N

	 Box 10. Promoting Gender Equality through  
Sustainable Agricultural Production and Food Security	 170
A G N E S  A .  B A B A G U R A

	 Box 11. The Impact of Commercialization on Women’s  
Access to Land in Ghana—A Case Study on Land Rights	 172
T R A C Y  H I G G I N S  A N D  J E A N M A R I E  F E N R I C H

	 Box 12. Gender, Water and Sanitation	 176
S U S A N  B A Z I L L I  A N D  O L I M A R  M A I S O N E T - G U Z M Á N

	 Box 13. Multidimensional Measurement,  
Women’s Empowerment and Food Security	 178
S A B I N E  A L K I R E

CO N T R I B U TO R S 	 181



POWERFUL SYNERGIES 
Gender Equality, Economic Development and Environmental Sustainabilityiv

CDM 		  Clean Development Mechanism

CEDAW 	 Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination  
		  against Women

COP 		  Conference of the Parties

GDP 		  Gross Domestic Product

GEF		  Global Environment Facility

MDG 		  Millennium Development Goals

OECD 		  Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development

OECD-DAC	 OECD Development Assistance Committee

UNDP 		 United Nations Development Programme

UNEP		  United Nations Environment Programme

UNFCCC	 United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change

UNICEF	 United Nations Children’s Fund

WEDO		 Women’s Environment and Development Organization

ZEIS 		  Special Zones of Social Interest (Brazil)

ACRONYMS



POWERFUL SYNERGIES 
Gender Equality, Economic Development and Environmental Sustainability v

The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) would like to thank everyone 
who contributed to the realization of Powerful Synergies: Gender Equality, Economic 
Development and Environmental Sustainability, the authors in particular. 

We would also like to thank Blerta Cela, Irene Dankelman and Jeffrey Stern for 
reviewing and editing the publication. 

The publication further benefited from invaluable comments and feedback from 
external reviewers, Diane Elson, Debbie Budlender, Elizabeth Cecelski, Jan Peterson, 
Solange Bandiaky and Sophia Huyer; and UNDP staff, Ben Slay, Leisa Perch, Ngone Diop, 
Paola Pagliani, Tegegnework Gettu, Tim Scott, Tracy Vaughan Gough, Randi Davis and 
Winnie Byanyima. The publication team is grateful to the partnership of Paolo Galizzi 
at the Leitner Center for International Law and Justice at Fordham Law School and 
Eileen de Ravin, Equator Initiative, UNDP.

Special thanks also go to Sarah Wilson Hou, Karen Dukess, Benjamin Kumpf, 
Diakhoumba, Julie Duluc, Lucio Severo, Lucy Wanjiru, Radha Singla and Sriram Pande, 
whose inputs helped bring this publication to fruition.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS



SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT REQUIRES 
PURSUING ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND 
ENVIRONMENTAL OBJECTIVES AS 
INTERCONNECTED DEVELOPMENT GOALS.  
IT IS CRITICAL THAT GENDER EQUALITY— 
A HUMAN RIGHT AS WELL AS A CATALYTIC 
FORCE FOR ACHIEVING ALL DEVELOPMENT 
GOALS—IS CENTRAL TO THIS PURSUIT.
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