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ABOUT THE STUDY

This study was conceived and commissioned by UNDP’s Regional Service Centre for
Eastern and Southern Africa in 2007 as one of a number of country studies initiated to exam-
ine the extent to which the domestic legal and regulatory environment enabled countries in
Africa to increase access to essential medicines. A first version of the paper served a back-
ground document for a consultation organised by UNDP in November 2007, for government
officials from Ghana, South Africa and Zambia which took place in Pretoria. The paper was
updated in 2013 by the authors and edited by Kajal Bhardwaj. The authors thank representa-
tives from government, industry and civil society for sharing their time and insights, and are
particularly grateful to SECTION27 (formerly known as the AIDS Law Project) for research
and logistical support. The authors are grateful to Kajal Bhardwaj for her helpful sugges-
tions and editorial review and to Tenu Avafia and Katie Kirk from UNDP’s HIV, Health and
Development Practice in New York who oversaw the publication process.
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