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This report provides a comprehensive update on the regional initiative addressing
Mobility, Migration, and HIV Vulnerability of Populations along the Ports of the Red
Sea and Gulf of Aden.

The initiative is implemented through the collaborative efforts of the UNAIDS Regional
Support Team for the Middle East and North Africa; UNDP’s HIV/AIDS Regional Pro-
gramme in the Arab States (HARPAS); the Inter-Governmental Authority on Development
(IGAD); and the International Organization for Migration (IOM).

This initiative is based on commitments made in several high-level meetings involving
the countries of the Horn of Africa, where Djibouti has played a prominent role. Advo-
cacy efforts that have been undertaken over the last decade, culminated in September
2010, in the “Djibouti Declaration of Commitment and Call for Action,” which called
for universal access to HIV services for mobile people, migrants and other marginalized
groups residing in, or passing through, the ports of the Red Sea and the Gulf of Aden.

To support continued momentum under the regional initiative, we decided to produce
a report providing a comprehensive and updated picture on the situation. The report
focuses on the latest evidence, achievements, and also includes experiences from re-
gions outside of the Red Sea and Gulf of Aden as they provide important lessons for
programme directions.   

The complex layers of vulnerability experienced by such cross-border mobile popula-
tions require highly-targeted responses, especially in these resource-scarce times that
we witness in the development field.

We hope that partners concerned with this specific target population will find in the
conclusions of this report, which are informed by evidence from across Africa, and the
recommendations it makes, insightful cues that can guide and support their continued
and future programming. 

Hind Khatib-Othman Adel Abdellatif
Director Chief
Regional Support Team for MENA Regional Program Division –RBAS
UNAIDS UNDP
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This report is published by the UNAIDS Regional support Team for the Middle East HIV
and UNDP RBAS HIV Regional Programme in the Arab States (HARPAS), in cooperation
with the International Organization for Migration (IOM) and Intergovernmental Author-
ity on Development (IGAD), with financial support from the OPEC Fund for International
Development (OFID).  We are grateful to the author Ms. Alexis Martin and to the agen-
cies who provided data and documents for preparing the report.
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