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FOREWORD 

The law has a profound impact on people’s lives—especially those who are vulnerable and marginalized. 

The true test of a just society is reflected in its commitment to protect and promote the rights of minori-

ties. Indeed, in recent years the law has been a positive force in advancing effective HIV responses based 

on public health evidence and grounded in human rights. For example, judicial and legislative action has 

improved access to life-saving treatment and protected people living with HIV against discrimination. 

Where the law has guaranteed equal rights to inheritance and property for women and girls, it has helped 

to mitigate the social and economic burden caused by HIV. Where intellectual property laws and policies 

are consistent with international human rights law, they have ensured access to life-saving treatment and 

prevention in low- and middle-income countries.

Although enabling legal frameworks have been used to mitigate the causes and consequences of HIV, the 

adoption of this relatively low-cost tool in the global response to AIDS has been limited. Unfortunately, 

in far too many countries, legal frameworks that further entrench inequalities and marginalization persist. 

Moreover, the degree to which existing anti-discrimination laws are enforced is unclear, and in some coun-

tries favourable legal frameworks are being undermined by the criminalization of HIV transmission and 

exposure, sex work, adult consensual same-sex sexual relations, and drug use. Laws that criminalize HIV 

transmission, exposure or non-disclosure of HIV status discourage people from getting tested and treated. 

Similarly laws that criminalize and dehumanize members of key populations drive them away from essen-

tial health services and heighten their HIV risk. 

As shown by the report by the Global Commission on HIV and the Law, laws and policies based on pu-

blic health evidence and human rights are the foundation of enabling legal environments that have the 

potential to transform the global HIV response. To effectively control the spread of HIV and mitigate its 

impact, it is crucial to promote and protect the human rights of people living with HIV, key populations as 

well as vulnerable groups such as women, girls, children and young people. Where evidence on the im-

pact of punitive and protective laws, policies and practices on HIV and health outcomes has been collated 

and used to inform law- and policymakers, it has contributed to the enactment of rights-based law and 

policy. Just as it is important to ‘Know Your Epidemic’, it is imperative to understand the laws, policies and 

contextual factors influencing human rights and access to basic services within specific epidemic settings. 

Progress has been made towards improving the HIV-related legal environment in several countries. Since 

2012, the implementation of the findings and recommendations of the Global Commission on HIV and 

the Law report has been initiated in at least 82 countries with the support of UNDP and in partnership 

with other UN agencies, governments and civil society. However, there is need for practical, standardized, 

evidence-based guidance for countries to effectively document, understand and transform legal envi-

ronments, so that laws and law enforcement are aligned in supporting national HIV responses that affirm 

human rights and promote public health. In line with the UNDP ‘Strategic Plan 2014–2017’ and the UNAIDS 

‘2011–2015 Strategy: Getting to Zero’, the manual on Legal Environment Assessment for HIV provides UN 

预览已结束，完整报告链接和二维码如下：
https://www.yunbaogao.cn/report/index/report?reportId=5_12884


