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Foreword

It givesmegreet pleasureto introduce the Cambodia Human Devel op-
ment Report 2001, whichisthefifthin aseriesof national Human Devel opment
Reports published in Cambodia. M ore than 100 countriesthroughout theworld
have published national Human Devel opment Reports. Thesereportshave been
important toolsfor the promotion of the cause of human devel opment and apeople-
centred approach to nationa policy making. Each of thefour previous Cambodia
Human Devel opment Reports has been very well-received by government
agencies, NGOs, international donorsand civil society groups. They havealso
attracted considerable media attention. Moreimportantly, they have provided
information that is useful for planning and programming purposes to many
devel opment organisationsworkinginthefield.

Thisreport isthefirst CambodiaHuman Devel opment Report to be pro-
duced withinanew capacity building strategy. It was prepared by thenewly formed
National Research Teamwith technical cooperation, and ensured full ownership
of each stage of production. Thisisanimportant step towards national autonomy
inproduction and full ownership of the Cambodia Human Devel opment Reports.

Cambodia Human Devel opment Report 2001 focuses on the HIV/AIDS
epidemicin Cambodia. Such aresearch effort will spread over aperiod of two
years. Thisyear’ sprogressreport documentsthe reciprocal rel ationship between
theHIV/AIDS epidemic and human devel opment in Cambodia. The Roya Gov-
ernment of Cambodiaresponded rapidly to the emerging epidemicin Cambodia,
and evidence suggests that the HIV prevalence rate may now be stabilising.
Nevertheless, Cambodiahasthe most seriousepidemicintheregionand itsimpact
isnow being felt throughout the country. For thisreason, it wasimportant for the
Cambodia Human Development Report 2001 to focus on understanding the
mai n determinants contributing to theepidemicin Cambodia.

Thereport detailshow widespread poverty in Cambodiaprovidesfertile
ground for the spread of the epidemic and how theepidemic, inturn, undermines
effortsto dleviate poverty.

Thereport highlightsthe key concept of vulnerability and identifiesessen-
tial featuresof present-day Cambodian soci ety that feed thisvulnerability. Thus,
thereport isanimportant tool for policy and programmedesign. | would liketo
add my support to thereport’srecommendation that a peopl e-centred approach
isessentia in order to build on the achievements of the Cambodian responseto
the epidemic so far and to movethisresponseto the next stage.

The Cambodia Human Devel opment Report 2001 isthe outcome of a
nationally executed project funded by UNDP and executed by the Ministry of
Panning with the technical cooperation of the CambodiaDevel opment Resource
Institute. Thisreport makesextensive use of the quantitative surveysundertaken
by the National Ingtitute of Statistics, Ministry of Planning: particularly, the 1998
population census and the Cambodi an socio-economic survey 1999, whichwere
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undertaken by the National I nstitute under the auspicesof the Ministry of Plan-
ning. Thereport a so makesextensveuseof the HIV sentind surveillancesurveys
and behaviourd surveillance survey undertaken by NCHADS, Ministry of Hedlth
with support from FHI, WHO, UNICEF, French Cooperation and the Cambo-
diaDisease Control and Health Development Project.

I would liketo acknowledgethe assi stance of several agenciesand indi-
vidualsin bringing out the Cambodia Human Devel opment Report 2001. First
and foremost, the Ministry of Planning would liketo thank UNDPfor itsmany
contributionsincluding mobilizing technica inputsand funding for producing the
report. Ms. Dominique At t Ouyahia-M cAdams, Resident Representative of
UNDP-Cambodia, hasbeen very supportive and encouraging of thisnew capacity
building phase of the Cambodia Human Devel opment Report 2001.

Second, | would liketo acknowledge the Cambodia Development Re-
sourceIngtitutefor providing technical cooperation and an appropriate academic
and research-focused environment which enabl ed the devel opment of profes-
sional skillsamong the National Research Team. Particular thanksareduetothe
Director of Research for the Cambodia Human Development Report 2001
who facilitated thisprocess, Dr. Claude Katz, andto Ms. EvaMysdliwiec and Dr
Sarthi Acharyafor their technical cooperation. The members of the National
Research Team are: Ms. Khiev Bory, Mr. Maun Sarath and Mr. Chea Chantum
(Minigtry of Planning), Dr Lim Kaday (National AIDSA uthority), Dr. Ly Penh Sun
(Nationa Centrefor HIV/AIDS, Dermatology and STDs), Mr. Prum Virak, Mr.
Deup Channarith, Mr. Long Yav and Mr Rath Sethik (Centrefor Population Studies,
Roya University of Phnom Penh). Assistanceto theteam wasa so provided by
Ms. Tep Saravy at CDRI. Thereport was edited by Ms. AlexandraMaclean.

Third, | would liketo thank thetechnical advisory group established by
the Ministry of Planning for the Cambodia Human Devel opment Report 2001,
comprising of: Ms. Mom Thany (Child Rights Foundation), Ms. Khieu Serey
Vutha(Ministry of Women and Veteran' sAffairs), General Meas Sakon (Ministry
of Interior), Mr. Lim Kalay and Dr. TiaPhalla(National AIDSAuthority), Mr.
VengBunLay (Minigtry of Defence), HE Kim Saysamden (Ministry of Planning),
Mr. David Sdter and Mr. Gunner Walzholz (IL O), Mr. Geoff Manthey (UNAIDS),
Mr Sar Nak (Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports), Dr. Yath Yathy (Ministry
of Hedth), Mr. Chea Chantum (Ministry of Planning), Mr. CheaSamnang (Min-
istry of Rural Development), Mr. JamesD’ Ercole (UNFPA), Ms. AyeAyeTwin
(WHO), Ms. Ingrid Cyimana (UNDP), and Ms. Heang Siek Ly (Ministry of
Planning). Thetechnical advisory group provided very useful guidanceto usin
ensuring that the report reflectsthe various concerns and sectors of Cambodian
society.

| am confident that thisyear’ sprogressreport will contributeto thenationd
debate and dia ogue about the HIV/AIDS epidemicin Cambodia, informing stra-
tegic direction and policy and programming decisions.
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Chhay Than
Phnom Penh Minigter of Planning
June 2002 Roya Government of Cambodia



Foreword

Cambodiafacesan AIDS epidemic that potentially could reversethe
development gains made since peacereturned to the country. It isestimated that
2.8% of theadult populationisinfected with HIV, anong thehighestinAsia; that
many tensof thousandshaveaready died asaresult; and that possibly two hundred
thousand peopleincluding childrenwill develop AIDSwithinthenext 5-10 years.

Theeffortsof the Royal Government of Cambodiato achieve effective
responsetotheHIV/AIDScriss, including itseffortsto achieve the Millennium
Development Goal on HIV/AIDS—to halt and reversethe spread of HIV/AIDS
by 2015 —aretremendous. Indeed, theleadership and broad partnership stance
that the RGC has adopted in addressing the HIV/AIDS epidemic by steering
reformsasoutlinedinthe* National Strategic Framework for aComprehensive
and Multi-Sectord ResponsetoHIV/AIDS, 2001-2005" isdready yid dingvauable
results. Of great encouragement for thisconcerted response aretheindications of
areduction inthe HIV/AIDS prevalence rate. In the context of such abroad
partnershipon HIV/AIDS, the United Nations Country Team (UNCT) in Cambodia
isworking to significantly enhanceits support to the national response against
HIV/AIDS on the basis of the UNDAF (2001-2005). In doing so, the UNCT
has developed aCommon Strategy that clearly setsout thefuture emphasisof the
Team both collectively andindividualy.

Inlinewith the above, the CHDR has opted to focus on addressing key
human devel opment challengesinrelationto HIV/AIDS. Such aresearch effort
will spread over aperiod of two years. Thisyear’ sProgress Report onthe*” Societd
Aspectsof theHIV/AIDS Epidemicin Cambodia’ setsaframework that outlines
thefact that HIV/AIDS deepensthe poverty of households and nation, while
poverty favoursthespread of thedisease by increasing thevul nerability of individuas
toinfection.

In acknowledging the complex links betweenthe HIV/AIDS epidemic,
Poverty and Human Deve opment, theinitia researchwork providescriticd andyss
to the effect that the HIV/AIDS epidemic isadevel opment issue, striking asit
doesat thesocia wefareof the population of andready fragile Cambodian society.
Oneof thekey message of the Report istheimportance of building onachievements
to-date and the adoption of abroad people-centred approach, by giving voiceto
the peopleliving with HIVV/AIDS, ensuring respect for therights of peoplewith
HIV/AIDSthrough improved knowledge on the disease, and addressing social
inequity in order to ensure effective participation and mobilization of al socia
groups.

Inthisregard, | wishto congratul atethe National Research Teamfor their
outstandingwork in preparation of thisyear’ sProgressReport. Itisindeed important
to notethat theresponsbility to preparethe Progress Report wasentirely anationa
effort, withfour ingtitutionsinvolved intheresearch work. Theseingtitutionsare
theMinistry of Planning, the Roya University of Phnom Penh, the National AIDS
Authority, and the National Centrefor HIV/AIDS, Dermatology and STDs. The
overd| coordination for advisory and support serviceswas provided by anational
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research institute, the Cambodia Devel opment Resource Ingtitute (CDRI). This
new partnership arrangement isdesigned to achievetwo key objectives. Firg, it
amsat strengthening nationa ownership on the outcomesof thekey findingsand
policy recommendations of the CHDR(s), by allowing for anin-country and
demand-driven research effort. Second, it seeksto adopt an aternative capacity
development strategy capable of providing amore sustainable capacity inthe
Ministry of Planning, other lineministriesand government indtitutionsinreaionto
policy analysisand research methods.

| trust that the analysisand recommendati ons of thisProgress Report will
contributeto further support abroad-based national debate on the challenges of
HIV/AIDS, including setting the tagetofindizethe Report on HIV/AIDSthrough
additiona research work aimed at further shaping public policy direction, resource
alocation, priority setting and targeted interventions.
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DominiqueAi t OuyahiaMcAdams
United Nations
Deve opment Programme
Resident Representative

TR EER, Fe RS HHEA 4RI T :

https://www.yunbaogao.cn/report/index/report?reportld=5 12960




