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Foreword

The UNDP Country Office feels a sense of accomplishment, after along bresk, in finaly releasing
another in this series of its flagship country  -evel reports, which is one of UNDP s mgjor adv ~ ocacy
tools. Thepreparation of this National Human Development Report (NHDR) 2006, as someof you
may recall, began late 2002, with initid inputs contributed by severa researchers commissioned
from both within Lesotho and South African Universities. Th  einitia report drafting process, which
involved in -country resource persons from both the UN and the Government, was subsequently
stalled and ultimately halted by more pressing emerging national exigencies to which the relevant
participantsinthereport  drafting processin both UNDP and Government have had to respond.

The latter include responses to the ongoing severe food and humanitarian crises affecting six
countries (including Lesotho) in the Southern Africa sub  -region, beginning late 2001. These
necessitated conducting severa joint assessments of the food situation and related humanitarian
needs, drafting series of reports based on response programmes proposed by resident UN agencies

on behalf of the Lesotho Government, in support of the severa Co  nsolidated Appeals (CAPs) that
the United Nations System in the sub -region issued to the international community on a semi -
annual basisbetween mid -2002 and end -2004.

Meanwhile, during this period a consensus was emerging in the development community that the
on -going humanitarian crisis was due to the nexus of chronic and deepening poverty, compounded

by the effects on productive capacity of the pervasive prevalence of HIV and AIDS, as well as
weakened governance capacities for service delivery. Consequen  tly, the focus of the origind
NHDR was modified to ensurethat thelinkagesamong ~ HIV, Poverty and Food Insecurity would be
adequately examined in the report drafting process . Thus, when the report drafting process resumed
late 2004, it becamenec essary to shift away fromitsoriginal focus on poverty, inequality and social
exclusion. The present focus of this Reportison  the nexus of HIV, poverty and food insecurity .
The completion of the resumed report drafting process was further affect  ed by the delayed release
of the results of the 2002/03 Ho usehold Budget Survey, on which relaively more recent poverty
indicatorswerebased.

Every effort has been made to use the most recent information on other socioeconomic indicatorsto
supplement poverty indicators which are based on the 1986/87, 1994/95 and 2002/03 Household
Budget Survey report s, in order to present a robust andysis of how  HIV, poverty and food
insecurity are mutually reinforcing one another in Lesotho, and threatening to thwart its progress
towards achieving the Millennium Development Goals (MDGS).

The Report aso presents  a brief summary of the current situation regardi  ng the status of Lesotho’s
progress towards its achievement of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) . As most of our
readers may recall, in September 2000, at the 55th United Nations General Assembly (GA) Session
(the Millennium Summit) which ended thel  ast century, the Heads of State and Governments of UN
Member Countries made a commitment (the Millennium Declaration) to strengthen the
environments for peace, development and human rights, and to improve the United Nations' ability

to act on behalf of hum an priorities. The next year, at its 56th Session dubbed the“Follow Up tothe



Millennium Summit”, the GA in September 2001 adopted the Millennium Development Gods
(MDGs). By this the World Body committed itself to eight goals to be attained by 2015. The
following year, a the Monterrey International Conference on Financing Development, held in
Mexico, a significant step for trandating the MDGs into concrete action was taken, when the
developed countries pledged to support the developing countries with in creased aid resources
towards the achievement of the MDGs by 2015.

It is worth noting that, as part of Lesotho's preparations for the Millennium Declaration+5 UN
Summit in September 2005, in  -country review processes related to the MDGs had taken place
during the period this Report was under preparation. Thus, it became opportune for the Report’s
authors, who had also led the MDG  +elated national review process, to incorporate a summary of
the findings from that review exercise in this Report. In short, t  his Report concludes that the
impacts of the nexus of pervasive HIV, chronic structural poverty, and food insecurity in Lesotho
can be addressed by pursuing the achievement of the M DGsthrough focusing on the critical MDG -
related activities outline d in the country’s two key frameworks for addressing the ongoing
humanitarian crises. These are: the Poverty Reduction Strategy (PRS); and, the Nationa HIV
Strategic Framework (currently under revision).

Given the wedlth of information in this Re port on the current status of Lesotho’s socioeconomic
indicators, the sources of its current humanitarian crises, as well as the robust analysis of the
linkages among, and the mutually -reinforcing nature of, these sources of the crises, this Report is
very timely. | therefore wish to recommend it to al of Lesotho's development partners,
development practitioners, politicians, public servants, academics, researchers and civil society
organizations, as one of the useful evidence -based advocacy toolsand refe  rence sourcesto employ
intheir individual and collective effortsto find solutionsto Lesotho’ s devel opment challenges.
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