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The United Nations Development Programme is the United Nation’s global development network,
advocating for change and connecting countries to knowledge, experience and resources to help people build
a better life. We are on the ground in 166 countries, working with them on their own solutions to global and
national development challenges. As they develop local capacity, they draw on the people of UNDP and our
wide range of partners.

World leaders have pledged to achieve the Millennium Development Goals, including the overarching goal
of cutting poverty in half by 2015. UNDP’s network links and coordinates global and national efforts to
reach these Goals. Our focus is helping countries build and share solutions to the challenges of:

Democratic Governance
Poverty Reduction

Crisis Prevention and Recovery
Environment and Energy

HIV/AIDS

UNDP helps developing countries attract and use aid effectively. In all our activities, we encourage the
p ping y: » g
protection of human rights and the empowerment of women.

Environment and Energy Group
Bureau for Development Policy
United Nations Development Programme
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The Millennium Development Goals today serve as the framework for sustainable development by setting
goals and targets that aim to tackle poverty and promote human development. Together, UNDP and UNEP
have been working to support countries in sound environmental management and, in particular, on achieving
MDG 7 on environmental sustainability.

UNDP’s “Making Progress on Environmental Sustainability: lessons and recommendations in over 150 country
experiences” documents the progress countries have made towards environmental sustainability. It is clear
from this analysis that most counties are not yet on track to reach MDG 7 by 2015. It is also evident that
throughout the world, countries are facing similar challenges both in tailoring MDG 7 targets and indicators
to their national context, and in strengthening monitoring capacities and systems.

UNDP and UNEP believe that countries can make meaningful progress on environmental sustainability
when they align MDG 7 targets and indicators with national development plans. This Report demonstrates
that progress can be expedited when countries adopt the principle of environmental sustainability and then
adapt targets, policies and programmes to their own specific ecosystem conditions and policy priorities.
This publication highlights experiences from countries that have been successful in this and suggests
methods for improving monitoring systems and tailoring the MDG targets and indicators.

The collaboration between UNDP and UNEP in launching this publication is part of our growing
partnership which includes important joint programmes such as the Poverty and Environment Initiative
which aims to scale-up investment and capacity development support for mainstreaming environment in
country-led processes to achieve the MDGs. We are also working together to assist developing countries
in adapting to climate change and improving their access to the Clean Development Mechanism.

This publication is intended to bring greater awareness of the lessons we are learning from countries around
the world on viable approaches towards environmental sustainability and on ways to most effectively
integrate this issue in national development strategies.

Kemal Dervig Achim Steiner
Administrator Executive Director

UNDP UNEP
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This publication is a consolidated and abridged version of the following UNDP documents:

Linda Ghanime, UNDP Environmental Operations and Policy Advisor, led the process of MDGR reviews
of environmental sustainability, analysis, and guidance preparation.

The following contributors reviewed the MDG country reports and are authors of major sections:
Charmaine Gomes (Consultant), Laura Lee (UNDP EEG), Matteo Marchisio (Consultant) and Nadine
Smith (Consultant).

Country experiences were provided by Noha Aboueldahab (UNDP EEG), Shaza Al-Joundi (UNDP Syria),
Batkhuyag Baldangombo (UNDP Albania), Mohamed Bayoumi (UNDP Egypt), Tek Gurung (UNDP
Nepal); Lineo Mdee (UNDP Lesotho), and Mirjam Schnupf (UNDP Mongolia), as well as numerous
others who participated in network discussions on monitoring progress towards environmental sustainability
and on tailoring the MDG 7 targets and indicators.

UNDP Environment and Energy Group colleagues—Iyad Abumoghli, Bethany Donithorn, Joakim Harlin,
Charles McNeill, Minoru Takada, Gelila Terrefe, and Juha Uitto—offered comments on earlier versions of
UNDP MDG 7 country report reviews and the MDG 7 monitoring practice guidance.

This publication also benefited greatly from valuable suggestions and comments on the draft version of the
review of over 150 MDGRs: Samina Anwar (UNDP Poverty Group), Matthias Bruckner (UN DESA),
Lynn MacDonald (UNDP Poverty Group), Helen O’Connor (DFID), Joseph Opio-Odongo (UNDP,
Nairobi), Dorothy Rosenberg (UNDP Poverty Group) and Ashbindu Singh (UNEP).

The editorial work on the MDG 7 practice guidance was carried out by Karen Holmes; Rosemarie Philips
edited this consolidated and abridged document; and Taline Tateossian assisted in the copyediting. In
addition to having reviewed all 158 MDGRs, Laura Lee provided assistance in all major steps of the analysis
and reporting.

Olav Kjerven, Director, provides overall leadership to UNDP’s Environment and Energy Practice.
Comments on this publication as well as additional contributions, particularly country experiences in

adopting MDG 7 in their development policy and planning, are most welcome. Please contact Linda
Ghanime (linda.ghanime @undp.org).


http://www.undp.org/fssd/docs/MDG7pnmarch05.doc
http://mdg-guide.undp.org/
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