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Foreword

Many countries around the world are engaged in the process of decentralization to
enhance governance and growth at local level. In many of these countries a large
proportion of the rural population depends directly on natural resources for their
livelihoods. These resources are not only vital to their well-being but can generate
the financial resources, through taxes, fees and other payments, to run democratic
local institutions.

The decentralization of the governance of natural resources is a means of ensuring
improved environmental management while increasing equity and justice for local
people, including women and marginalized groups. When properly implemented, it
strengthens the democratic process by involving local institutions and communities,
ensures effective transfer of power to the local level, increases accountability, improves
local revenue collection and allows more effective sharing of knowledge for sustainable
natural resource management. Decentralized governance for natural resources can
thus lead to genuine participation in the development process, greater food security
and increased economic opportunities for the poor. It helps raise awareness about
the links between democratic processes, local governance of natural resources and
alleviation of poverty and hunger.
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