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Foreword

The Asia-Pacific region faces tremendous inequalities in the use of modern forms of 

energy. Inadequate access to energy services has entrenched poverty, slowed down 

improvements in health and education, exacerbated inequities and contributed to 

environmental degradation. 

Cost-effective solutions exist that provide clean, efficient and affordable energy 

services to the region’s poor and remote communities. Yet these solutions have not 

received the political and financial support they deserve. 

Developing countries in Asia-Pacific stand at a crossroads. If they make the right choices 

today they can invest in energy options that will improve economic opportunities for 

the poor while limiting negative impacts on the environment. 

UNDP’s efforts in implementing energy projects in Asia-Pacific have generated a wealth 

of experiences in expanding energy services in the region. A selection of these projects, 

all of which have had positive impact on people’s lives, are documented and presented 

in this report. 

This report outlines experiences from UNDP and its partners in designing and 

implementing energy projects. It provides evidence to support the case that improved 

access to energy services supports poverty alleviation and the achievement of the 

Millennium Development Goals. 

We hope that these experiences, and the lessons that have emerged from them, will be 

useful in informing future energy interventions in Asia-Pacific that reduce poverty and 

generate sustainable development.

Marcia V.J. Kran

Head of Policy and Programmes

UNDP Regional Centre in Bangkok
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