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Foreword
Focusing on a Results Agenda for 
Coasts, Oceans, and Island States

When we look at a map of our tiny planet,
we cannot avoid noticing that the oceans
dominate over the land. Our “Blue Planet”

is blessed with vast oceans and intricate coastlines
that support our global economy. Maritime trans-
port, international trade in fisheries, food security for
coastal communities, the economic engine of coastal
tourism, and even inland rainfall patterns depend on
the sea.

It is unfortunate that news continues to be bad on
the ecological status of our coasts and oceans. Every
day, another story appears on the increasing degrada-
tion and depletion of the oceans. Coastal habitats,
the “blue forests” are disappearing at rates even more
rapid than inland forests. Ninety percent of top
predatory fish in the oceans have been reported to be
fished-out and loss of biological diversity continues.
“Dead Zones” of oxygen depletion from pollution
and harmful algal blooms increase every year. Yet, we
must realize that the situation would be even worse if
the original Rio Summit twenty years ago and the
Johannesburg Summit ten years ago had not set out
a course for action.

But how is the world community doing in meeting
goals and targets related to coasts, oceans, and island
states? Are governments and international organiza-
tions responding with appropriate interventions?
There is just no simple answer because the big chal-
lenges of our time are interlinked with the global
economy and in turn most of them are at the heart
of the protection of coasts and oceans. This is why
global action on oceans must be redoubled…to
address the challenges posed by the global economy.

This publication measures the progress made toward
the broad goals, targets, and timetables established by
the international community. The analysis can only
be qualitative, but it tells us that the issue of sustain-
ability is complex, the challenges great, and the
progress mixed. Nonetheless, the information that
has been included is critical for global policymakers

to absorb. We have to do better in moving from
words to action, by joining forces in partnership, and
in measuring the results. Yes, there are successes, espe-
cially a number of them supported by the Global
Environment Facility (GEF) and its agencies such as
UNDP. These successes depend on harnessing the
power of participation by stakeholders across sectors,
which is of critical importance in the case of the busi-
ness community with its potential to influence the
global economy with “greener” policies and practices.

For our part at the GEF, developing countries have
placed a high priority on coastal and marine ecosys-
tems for projects in our International Waters focal
area. We have supported ecosystem-based approach-
es to improved management of 20 of the Earth’s 64
Large Marine Ecosystems. In these GEF projects, 110
GEF recipient countries are collaborating with 20
non-recipient countries on their shared coastal and
marine resources. Moreover, GEF assistance to these
coastal countries has been accompanied by over $4
Billion in investments from other sources. Results
take time, but it is good news that developing coun-
tries are taking collective action and are asking for
assistance to protect coasts and oceans. In turn, GEF
has responded with programs that cover one-third of
the coastal oceans of our planet.

Measuring results is critical. We all know that and we
know that it is difficult to report results on a global
scale. This report provides important information for
all of us on coasts, oceans, and islands. It illustrates
that we must all work harder if our global economy
and our coastal communities are to be sustained for
our children and their children. Nothing less than a
renewed commitment to action will do!

Monique Barbut

Chief Executive Officer and Chairperson
Global Environment Facility
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