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Empowered lives. 
Resilient nations. 

UNDP partners with people at all levels of society to help build nations that can withstand 
crisis, and drive and sustain the kind of growth that improves the quality of life for everyone. 
On the ground in 177 countries and territories, we offer global perspective and local insight 
to help empower lives and build resilient nations.  www.undp.org
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ABS  Access and Benefit Sharing
AF  Adaptation Fund (GEF)
AHTEG  Ad Hoc Technical Expert Group for Biodiversity and Climate Change
BCtA  Business Call to Action
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NBSAPs  National Biodiversity Strategic Action Plans
NGO  Non-governmental organization
NPIF  Nagoya Protocol Implementation Fund
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ODA  Overseas Development Assistance
OECD  Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development
PA  Protected Area
PEI  Poverty and Environment Initiative
PES  Payment for Ecosystem Services
PoWPA  CBD Programme of Work on Protected Areas
Ramsar  Convention on Wetlands of International Importance
RBA   Regional Bureau for Africa
RBAP  Regional Bureau for Asia and Pacific
RBAS  Regional Bureau for Arab States
RBEC   Regional Bureau for Europe and Commonwealth of Independent States
RBLAC  Regional Bureau for Latin American and the Caribbean
REDD  Reducing emissions from deforestation and forest degradation in developing countries
REDD+  Reducing emissions from deforestation and forest degradation in developing countries,  
  and forest conservation, sustainable forest management and enhancement of  
  forest carbon stocks
Rio+20   UN Conference on Sustainable Development June 2012 
SEEA      System of Economic and Environmental Accounting
SCCF  Special Climate Change Fund (GEF)
SDGs  Sustainable Development Goals
SFM  Sustainable Forest Management
SP1  Signature Programme 1
SP2  Signature Programme 2
SP3  Signature Programme 3
TEEB  The Economics of Ecosystems and Biodiversity 
TRAC  Target for Resource Assignment from the Core
UN  United Nations
UNCSD  United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development
UNCTAD United Nations Conference on Trade and Development 
UNDP  United Nations Development Programme
UNEP  United Nations Environment Programme
UNEP-WCMC UNEP World Conservation Monitoring Centre
UNESCO  United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
UNFCCC  United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
UNSO  United Nations Office to Combat Desertification and Drought
VCS  Verified Carbon Standard
WAVES  Wealth Accounting and Valuation of Ecosystem Services partnership 
WWF  World Wide Fund for Nature
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Rebeca Grynspan
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Reversing biodiversity loss and ecosystem degradation is one of the most 
important challenges of our times. UNDP is committed to play its part 
in responding to this challenge, as is reflected in this Biodiversity and 
Ecosystems Global Framework which will underpin our operations in this 
field over the coming years.  

The Framework seeks to harness the positive opportunities provided 
by biodiversity and natural ecosystems, as a catalyst for sustainable 
development. It recognizes the real value of biodiversity and ecosystems 

to society—in relation to secure livelihoods, food, water and health, enhanced resilience, conservation 
of threatened species and their habitats, and increased carbon storage and sequestration—and calls for 
innovation, drawing on the potential of nature, to achieve multiple development dividends.

With forty years of experience in the biodiversity and ecosystems field, working at the national level, UNDP is 
well placed to work with developing countries and countries in transition to achieve the Aichi Targets by 2020.

The Framework seeks to leverage the organization’s status as a trusted partner of governments and its 
unique ability to link work on biodiversity and ecosystems with that on poverty reduction, governance, and 
crisis prevention through integrated programming.

As reflected in the Framework, UNDP’s biodiversity and ecosystems work is organized in three new Signature 
Programmes: mainstreaming biodiversity into development; unlocking the potential of protected areas; and 
managing the impacts of climate change. It includes many inspiring examples of the biodiversity and ecosystems 
work that UNDP is doing in the field with valued partners, in particular the Global Environment Facility.

We look forward to continuing to work closely with our partners to deliver solutions to biodiversity and 
ecosystem loss, thereby helping countries chart a path towards sustainable development.
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