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Foreword

Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) has demonstrated the strong and reciprocal
relationship between health and sustainable development. The COVID-19 pandemic is an
unprecedented health and development crisis; as of January 2022, it has killed over 5.5 million
people andinfected over 328 million. It has unleashed profound socio-economic impacts and
is derailing hard-won progress towards the achievement of the Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs), triggering the first decline in human development in 30 years.

The challenge before us is to ensure that the pandemic responses, recovery efforts and
future pandemic preparedness benefit and are inclusive of all countries and peoples,
consistent with the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the pledge to leave
no one behind. Closing the vaccine equity gap and efforts to build forward better must
ensure equitable and affordable access to health technologies for all. Such access is vital
for realizing the right to health and the achievement of universal health coverage, and,
in turn, eradicating poverty and reducing inequalities. With access to essential medicines,
diagnostics and vaccines now regarded as a critical component of the right to health,
countries are increasingly focusing on enabling laws and policies to promote equitable
access to health technologies and archieve the right to health.

The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) first drew attention to the utility
of competition law in health care as a tool to facilitate and promote access to health
technologies in 2014. It published ‘Using Competition Law to Promote Access to Health
Technologies: A guidebook for low- and middle-income countries’ (the Guidebook), with the
aim of promoting greater understanding of competition law and providing practical guidance
on its use to increase access to affordable health technologies in low- and middle-income
countries (LMICs).

It is worth noting that the Guidebook drew on the experience of the AIDS pandemic. It
is now well accepted that generic competition for antiretroviral medicines has been an
indispensable part of the success in expanding access to life-saving HIV treatment.
It is hoped that this publication, ‘Using Competition Law to Promote Access to Health
Technologies: A supplement to the Guidebook for low- and middle-income countries’ (the
Supplement), provides further guidance on using competition law and policy as a tool to
increase equitable access to affordable health technologies in LMICs, which, in turn, can
contribute to improving health, well-being and inclusive economic growth.

The main objective of this Supplement is to provide information on competition law and
related developments since the publication of the Guidebook in 2014. While the Guidebook
introduced the policies and approaches that inform competition law, the Supplement
describes how competition law and policy have been used to improve access to health
technologies, particularly through recent examples of the use of competition law.
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The Supplement has benefited from the experience and insights from a range of experts
drawn from competition authorities, academia and multilateral organizations with relevant
expertise across a range of development settings. We are deeply grateful to all who have
contributed.

We hope the Supplement will be a useful tool for governments, civil society and all other
partners wishing to explore a range of strategies and tools to increase equitable access
to health technologies for better health and development outcomes consistent with our
common agenda to eradicate poverty and inequalities and deliver on the promise of the
SDGs and the pledge to leave no one behind.

Dr Mandeep Dhaliwal

Director, HIV, Health and Development Group

United Nations Development Programme
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