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I Foreword

B

Like the rest of the world, Mauritius has continued to face persistent
uncertainties rebuilding the economy since the onset of the COVID-19
pandemic in 2020. Although the country had successfully stamped

out the widespread community infection from COVID-19 in 2020, the
resurgence of local cases resulted in the second national lockdown from
10 March 2021. Government instituted gradual easing until October 1
when the economy was fully reopened. The country was expected to
close the year with a GDP growth of 4.4 percent, lower than the 5
percent projected by the IMF. This was not unexpected given the slow
recovery of the tourism sector and the pressure imposed on businesses,

with 65 percent operating normally as opposed to 78 percent in 2020.

The negative impacts of the pandemic combined with the 2020 oil spill
have continued to compound other vulnerabilities faced by the country.

In May, Mauritius had 293 reported cases of domestic violence in just

4'1

18 days, mostly perpetuated against women - a similar trend registered
in 2020.

By virtue of its status as a Small Island Developing State (SIDS), Mauritius
is continually threatened by the impact of climate change which

further constrains its ability to withstand other shocks.

At the inter-ministerial council meeting of 28 September 2021,

the Prime Minister noted Mauritius is in a ‘state of climate

emergency’. In 2021, Mauritius ranked 51st in disaster

risk- a deterioration, after ranking 53rd in 2020.

Despite these challenges, the Government
remained proactive in its response, with the
2021-2022 budget announcing a forward-looking
agenda focused on boosting investment, shaping a
new economic architecture and restoring confidence.
The country is also on course to devise comprehensive
economy-wide reforms to address pre-existing structural

challenges to bounce back better.
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Key among these reforms is the re-orientation of the tourism sector

to target high value tourism segments such as silver tourists and digital
nomads, and expansion of reach beyond the traditional tourism markets;
building integrated business continuity systems in the public sector to
build system resilience; and systematically attracting private sector

investment in priority areas.

Mauritius has also maintained its commitment to mitigate the impact

of climate change, in part by aiming to reduce overall GHG emissions
by 40 percent in 2030, and laying emphasis on green energy as a new
pillar of the economy. Building on the foundation set in 2020, the
Government also continued to invest in making health systems stronger
and more resilient. In boosting the health response, the Government

is also cognizant of the need to integrate health infrastructure with

other productive sectors of the economy to achieve impact at scale.

The support of the UNDP in addressing the above development
challenges was anchored in the UN-Socio-Economic Response

Plan (SERP) for Mauritius, based on which manifold results have

been achieved.
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Overview

.

The Republic of Mauritius consists of two main
islands, Mauritius and Rodrigues, and numerous
islets including: Agaléga, Tromelin, Cargados

Caragos (St Brandon) and the Chagos

Archipelago. The country spans
2,040 square kilometres

(790 sg mi) and has an
Exclusive Economic Zone
covering 2.3 million km?.

Source: Government of Mauritius

Combined population

~1 3M

Economic
Freedom
Index":

Overall score:

o70.

Global Rank:

O 30th

Regional Rank:

@ 1st

to 2020)

maintained
from 2020

(-4.8 compared

(down 9 places
from 2020)

/ GDP
I growth:

2020:

O -14.9%

20212

@ +4.8%

Exclusive
Economic Zone (EEZ):

2.3M km?

Port Mathurin

Rodrigues:

109 km?

Ibrahim Index of
African Governance?:

Overall Governance score:

77.2/10

Ranking:

Participation, Rights and Inclusion:
77.8/100

Foundations for Economic
Opportunity: 76.0/100

Security and Rule of Law: 79.5/100

Human Development: 75.5/100

1 Source: https://www.heritage.org/index/country/mauritius

2 Source: https://statsmauritius.govmu.org/Documents/Statistics/ESI/2021/E1628/NAE_Dec21_231221.pdf
3 Source: https://iiag.online/data.htmI?meas=GOVERNANCE&loc=MU&view=overview
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2021-2030 Environmental
Commitments - updated NDC targets

Increase in Energy production from Greenhouse gas
energy efficiency: green sources by 2030: (GHG) emission
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Perception Index
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Proportion of women in E 30.2%
managerial positions: E 68.8%

% Prevalence of severe food h 24.1%
insecurity in adult population E 20.7%

Proportion of time spent on unpaid h 19%

domestic chores and care work: G 4.8%
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4 Source: https://data.unwomen.org/country/mauritius
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Gender Proportion of seats held by
Equality*: women in national parliament:
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Key Results/
10 Highlights

Following the 2021-2022 budget policy on investing in rebuilding the
tourism sector, UNDP’s effort has focused on supporting the Government
to reconsider the national tourism strategy. This engagement, which will
conclude in the first Quarter of 2022, focuses on extensive analysis of

market and tourism potential; creating market value; devising strategies

MR EER, STERSHEI —4RT:

https://www.yunbaogao.cn/report/index/report?reportld=5 31326




